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Jordan Lee-Fatt serves the ball during a seated volleyball match at the Warrior Care event at Ramstein Air Base, Germany. 


Wounded airmen at Ramstein recover with help from their own 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger¬ 
many — The first time Senior 
Master Sgt. Brian Williams at¬ 
tended an adaptive sports camp 
for wounded airmen like him¬ 
self, his prosthetic leg fell off 
while riding a spin bike. 

“I was the only amputee,” he 
recalled. “I was slightly embar¬ 
rassed and annoyed at the same 
time. I was like, T’m not doing 
this.’” 

But Williams stuck with the 
program, and four years on he’s 
helping other airmen do the 
same. 

This week, Williams is at 
Ramstein coaching sitting vol¬ 
leyball at the Air Force Wounded 



Wounded warriors go through wheelchair rugby practice driils at 
the Warrior Care event at Ramstein. 


Warrior Program’s Warrior Care 
event, the first ever in Europe. 

Participating along with care¬ 
givers and families are more 
than 40 warriors — active-duty 
and medically retired airmen 
facing serious wounds, injuries 
or illnesses. Most are from Air 
Force bases in Europe, though 
some are from the States. 

It’s hoped the weeklong event 
will boost airmen’s resiliency 
and healing through adaptive 
sports such as wheelchair rugby 
and activities like painting, yoga 
and journaling. 

Care events are part of a fed¬ 
erally funded program to help 
wounded, sick or injured air¬ 
men return to duty, said Marsha 
Gonzales, the branch chief for 
SEE AIRMEN ON PAGE 9 
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By Adam Taylor 
AND James McAuley 
The Washington Post 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— The flare-up in tension here 
in the Persian Gulf over recent 
weeks has seen at least two tank¬ 
ers seized by Iranian forces while 
traversing the narrow Strait of 
Hormuz. 

H dispute 

Hallo threatens to 

choke a vital 
trade route for 
crude oil ex- 
. I ports and could 

quid pro potentially lead 

oil prices to 
spike, threat¬ 
ening the glob¬ 
al economy. 
I IK Qhin Western pow- 

ried and have 
proposed plans 
to escort ships 
and monitor for threats. 

But the waters are cloudy. 
Even after the plans have been 
announced, confusion surrounds 
which nations would be sending 
important resources like war¬ 
ships to the Persian Gulf. 

As tensions rise, the exact man¬ 
date remains uncertain, with two 
separate and possibly competing 
plans — one led by the United 
States and one led by Europe — 
under discussion. 

Meanwhile, Iran has rejected 
the need for Western ships to pa¬ 
trol the waters along its southern 
coast, instead pledging to secure 
the Strait of Hormuz itself 

The prospect of warships pa¬ 
trolling the Persian Gulf is remi¬ 
niscent of the “tanker wars” of 
the 1980s, when the U.S. Navy es¬ 
corted commercial vessels from 
Kuwait traversing the Straits of 
Hormuz due to attacks on tankers 
by both Iraq and Iran. 

But this time, with potentially 
multiple missions at once, the sit¬ 
uation could be more fluid. 

SEE PATROL ON PAGE 8 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Pakistani PM will work with US on Al^an accord 



Now, I will meet the Taliban 
and I will try my best to get 
them to talk to the Afghan 
government. ^ 


Imran Khan 

Pakistan’s prime minister 


By Deb Riechmann 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — After years 
of tension between Washington 
and Islamabad, Pakistani Prime 
Minister Imran Khan insisted 
Tuesday the two are now on the 
same page and said he will do his 
best to persuade the Taliban to 
open negotiations with the Afghan 
government to resolve their war. 

The U.S. has been engaging 
with the Taliban, who so far have 
refused to talk directly to the Af¬ 
ghan government, which they see 
as a puppet. Afghans are wary of 
Pakistan’s involvement in craft¬ 
ing a future for their country, but 
Khan said the Taliban need to par¬ 
ticipate in the next Afghan presi¬ 
dential election in September. 

“It’s not easy. It’s not going to be 
easy,” Khan said about getting the 
Taliban and the Afghan govern¬ 
ment to the negotiating table. 

Khan said the Taliban delega¬ 
tion to the U.S. negotiations asked 
to meet with him a few months 
ago probably because the prime 


minister has maintained there is 
no military solution to the war in 
Afghanistan. He said at the time 
that he didn’t do it because the Af¬ 
ghan government didn’t want him 
meeting with the Taliban. 

But Khan said he’s spoken with 
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 
and he will reach out to the mili¬ 
tant group when he returns to 
Pakistan. He met Monday with 
President Donald Trump. 

“Now, I will meet the Taliban 
and I will try my best to get them 
to talk to the Afghan government,” 
Khan said at the U.S. Institute of 
Peace in Washington. “The elec¬ 


tion in Afghanistan must be an in¬ 
clusive election where the Taliban 
are also participating.” 

With all the talk about peace ne¬ 
gotiations, Afghans were stunned 
Monday when Trump said he 
could unleash the U.S. military 
and wipe Afghanistan off “the 
face of the earth” in a week or 10 
days. 

Trump’s casual comments were 
viewed with alarm because the 
war has not been between the U.S. 
and Afghanistan. For years, Af¬ 
ghan security forces have fought 
alongside their U.S. and NATO 
partners against the Taliban. 


Ghani’s office in Kabul on 
Tuesday asked Trump to clarify 
his statement and said Afghani¬ 
stan will never “allow any foreign 
power to determine its fate.” 

Afghans also are wary of state¬ 
ments coming from Pakistan. For 
years, they have accused Paki¬ 
stan of creating instability in their 
country by giving militants a safe 
place from which to stage attacks 
across the two countries’ long, po¬ 
rous border. 

Washington also has blamed 
Pakistan for harboring the in¬ 
surgency, making it impossible to 
defeat the militants, who now con¬ 
trol roughly half of Afghanistan 
but not the cities. 

Khan insisted that Pakistan is 
changing. 

“It is the intent of Pakistan that 
we do not allow any armed militias 
in our country,” he said, acknowl¬ 
edging that they still reside in the 
country, but saying the army was 
working to disarm them. 

Khan said his meeting with 
Trump went well and that he be¬ 


lieves the U.S. and Pakistan are 
now “on the same page.” 

Warming relations would 
mark a turnaround for Khan and 
Trump, who has been sharply 
critical of Pakistan. The Obama 
administration increased mili¬ 
tary and economic aid to around 
$3 billion a year, but Trump cut it 
to about $70 million in the current 
fiscal year, saying the U.S. was 
sending money to Pakistan but 
was getting only “lies’ in return. 

Khan said he didn’t ask Trump 
to restore the aid, which he said 
had created a “dependency syn¬ 
drome” in Pakistan. Khan said he 
wants Pakistan to have a “digni¬ 
fied” relationship with the U.S. 
based on “mutual trust.” 

Khan said he never felt more 
humiliated than when the U.S. 
carried out the raid on al-Qaida 
leader Osama bin Laden’s com¬ 
pound inside Pakistan without 
giving Islamabad a heads-up. 

“Our ally didn’t trust us,” he 
said. “For every Pakistani, it was 
humiliating.” 


Croatian soldier killed, 2 wounded in Afghanistan attack 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A Croatian 
soldier supporting NATO’s mission in Af¬ 
ghanistan was killed Wednesday in an ap¬ 
parent suicide bomber attack near Kabul’s 
military airport, officials said. 

The soldier, identified as Josip Briski, 27, 
died following an attack on his vehicle, the 
Croatian Defense Ministry said. The two 
others in the vehicle were hospitalized in se¬ 
rious but stable condition, the ministry said, 
adding that the attacker had rammed into 


their armored vehicle with his motorcycle. 

The Taliban claimed responsibility for 
the attack, saying a suicide bomber target¬ 
ed a convoy of foreign forces. 

Afghan Interior Ministry spokesman 
Nasrat Rahimi confirmed the bomber tar¬ 
geted a convoy heading to a military camp 
in Kabul. 

Kabul police spokesman Farzad Fara- 
marz told Stars and Stripes the attack hap¬ 
pened less than a mile from the base at 
Kabul airport used by coalition and Afghan 
forces. 


No civilians were injured by the blast, 
which was heard in the capital around 8:30 
a.m, Faramarz said. 

The NATO mission in Afghanistan con¬ 
firmed a coalition vehicle was hit by “an 
explosive device” Wednesday morning, 
without providing further details. 

Croatian Prime Minister Andrej Plen- 
kovic said that “we have never experienced 
such an attack with such consequences” 
since joining the international mission 16 
years ago. The Associated Press reported. 

Croatia contributes 106 soldiers to 


NATO’s Resolute Support mission, which 
focuses on training and advising Afghan 
forces, according to the latest Defense De¬ 
partment figures. Overall, the mission is 
supported by 17,000 foreign troops, half of 
which are American. 

Reports in the Croatian media said Briski 
was a member of Croatia’s special opera¬ 
tions who was advising and mentoring Af¬ 
ghan troops. 

Zubair Babakarkhall contributed to this report. 

Wellman.phillip(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: (fipwwellman 
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MILITARY _ 

Senators hear from general's accuser 



Andrew Harnik/AP 

Allegations of sexual misconduct against Air Force Gen. John Hyten, 
who was nominated to be vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in 
April, were reported earlier this month. 


By Lisa Mascaro 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Senators 
are hearing closed-door testimo¬ 
ny this week about an allegation 
of sexual misconduct against Air 
Force Gen. John Hyten as they 
weigh his nomination for vice 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff 

A senior military officer who 
has accused Hyten of unwanted 
sexual advances met Tuesday 
with senators from the Armed 
Services Committee in a clas¬ 
sified setting. Hyten, who was 
nominated for the post in April, 
is expected to appear for another 
classified executive session with 
the committee Thursday. 

The committee chairman. Sen. 
James Inhofe, R-Okla., said he 
was hopeful of moving forward 
with a vote in the committee pos¬ 
sibly next week before the Senate 
recesses for August. 

“We’re still aiming to get this 
done,” Inhofe said. “I am person¬ 
ally interested in moving forward 
with him after we have an execu¬ 
tive session.” 

Other senators, though, have 
raised questions about the situ¬ 
ation and are insisting on more 
information. Several senators 
pressed for this week’s classified 
briefings. The general’s nomina¬ 
tion has lagged for months, and 
it is unclear if Hyten has enough 
support to be confirmed. 

Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D- 
Conn., has said both Hyten and 
the alleged victim need to be 
heard. 

After Tuesday’s classified 
briefing, he said she had “raised 
very serious allegations.” 

“They need to be very closely 


and carefully considered,” he 
said. 

Inhofe confirmed that Hyten 
was expected to appear later this 
week, likely Thursday, and that 
the committee could have a pub¬ 
lic session next week. 

The prospect of a full commit¬ 
tee session could prove politically 
challenging as President Donald 
Trump’s nominees have faced a 
grilling over their personal and 
professional behavior, especially 
at a time of heightened awareness 
of sexual misconduct in the “Me 
Too” era. 


The Associated Press reported 
on the allegations against Hyten 
earlier this month. 

The officer told the AP that 
Hyten subjected her to a series 
of unwanted sexual advances by 
kissing, hugging and rubbing up 
against her in 2017 while she was 
one of his aides. She said that he 
tried to derail her military career 
after she rebuffed him. 

The Air Force investigated the 
woman’s allegations, and found 
there was insufficient evidence 
to charge the general or recom¬ 
mend any administrative punish¬ 


ment. The accuser remains in the 
military but has moved to a dif¬ 
ferent job. 

The woman asked to not be 
identified by name. The AP gen¬ 
erally does not identify those 
who say they have been sexually 
assaulted. 

The accusations came at a time 
of unusual turmoil in the top ranks 
at the Pentagon. On Tuesday, the 
Senate confirmed Mark Esper as 
defense secretary, filling a role 
that had only an acting chief for 
the past six months. Then-Sec¬ 
retary Jim Mattis stepped down 
and Trump’s nominee to replace 
him, Pat Shanahan, withdrew 
after revelations about his con¬ 
tentious divorce. 

The uncertainty around Hy- 
ten’s nomination leaves another 
potential opening. The current 
vice chairman, Gen. Paul Selva, 
is scheduled to retire at the end 
of the month. If Hyten is not con¬ 
firmed by the Senate by then, 
there will be a vacancy. 

Inhofe, who has not said how he 
will vote on Hyten, said shortly 
after the accusations surfaced 
publicly they are “totally out of 
character” from the general’s 
background. 

The chairman said he has been 
twice briefed on the matter, once 
with the top Democrat on the 
committee and again with the full 
committee earlier this month. 

Inhofe has said he cannot recall 
a “more thorough” investigation 
than the one the military did that 
found no evidence of wrongdoing, 
a position he maintained after 
Tuesday’s session. 

“I don’t recall a better run, 
more thorough investigation,” he 
said. “I still believe that.” 


Russia denies airspace violation, wants probe 


Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — Russia 
wants an investigation into South 
Korea’s allegation that a Russian 
military plane violated South Ko¬ 
rean airspace, a senior lawmaker 
said Wednesday, citing Moscow’s 
acting ambassador. 

The US. called for close con¬ 
sultation between Washington 
and Seoul to deal with similar in¬ 
cidents in the future. 

Seoul said South Korean fighter 
jets fired flares and 360 rounds of 
warning shots to drive away the 
Russian reconnaissance plane 
that entered its airspace twice 
Tuesday during a joint patrol with 
other Russian and Chinese bomb¬ 
ers. Russia and China said none 
of their planes entered South Ko¬ 
rean territory. 

South Korea’s Defense Minis¬ 
try said it will hold talks with of¬ 
ficials from the Russian Embassy 
on Thursday and that it has evi¬ 
dence that can prove Russia’s ter¬ 
ritorial trespassing. Senior South 
Korean presidential official Yoon 
Do-han later said the evidence 
includes radar images and photos 
of the flare firing. 

South Korea says the incident 
marked the first airspace viola¬ 


tion by a foreign military plane 
since the end of the 1950-53 Ko¬ 
rean War. Seoul officials said the 
five Russian and Chinese planes, 
including the Russian reconnais¬ 
sance aircraft, made a highly 
unusual joint entrance to South 
Korea’s air defense identification 
zone Tuesday, prompting South 
Korean fighter jets to scramble. 

Such a zone is not a country’s 
territorial sky and extends be¬ 
yond it. It is meant to give authori¬ 
ties an early warning of a possible 
incursion. 

Some experts in South Korea 
say Russia and China may have 
wanted to see how decadeslong 
trilateral security cooperation 
among South Korea, Japan and 
the United States would work 
amid escalating trade disputes 
between Seoul and Tokyo. The 
experts say China, embroiled in a 
separate trade war with the US., 
may have also attempted to dis¬ 
play its military cooperation with 
Russia. 

China’s Defense Ministry said 
Wednesday that China and Rus¬ 
sia carried out their first joint 
air patrol in Northeast Asia that 
“does not target any third party.” 

Spokesman Wu Qian said in 
Beijing the two countries each 


sent two bombers for the patrols 
along established air routes and 
that they “didn’t enter the territo¬ 
rial airspace of other countries.” 

In a message to South Korea 
on Wednesday, Russia repeated 
its position that none of its planes 
violated South Korean territory 
and that South Korean fighter jets 
threatened its planes with “un¬ 
professional maneuvers,” accord¬ 
ing to Seoul’s Defense Ministry. 

Earlier Wednesday, Yoon said 
Russia’s deputy military attache 
in South Korea, Nikolai March¬ 
enko, told Seoul on Tuesday that 
a technical malfunction may have 
caused the incident. The com¬ 
ments triggered media questions 
about whether Russia admitted 
to the airspace violation. After 
receiving Russia’s new mes¬ 
sage later in the day, Yoon said 
he thinks Russia’s position has 
changed. 

The Russian Embassy in Seoul 
wasn’t available to comment. 

Also Wednesday, Russia’s act¬ 
ing ambassador to South Korea, 
Maxim Volkov, told Yoon Sang- 
hyun, chairman of the South Ko¬ 
rean parliament’s Foreign Affairs 
Committee, that Russia feels “re¬ 
grettable” over the incident, ac¬ 
cording to Yoon. 


Yoon cited Volkov as saying 
Russia thinks an investigation was 
necessary and has requested re¬ 
lated South Korean information. 

Volkov told reporters he had 
explained to Yoon Russia’s posi¬ 
tion on the incident but declined 
to provide the contents of their 
conversation. 

Also Wednesday, South Korea’s 
presidential national security 
director, Chung Eui-yong, dis¬ 
cussed the issue with visiting 
US. national security adviser 
John Bolton. Chung told Bolton 
about South Korea’s “resolute” 
response to the Russian airspace 
violation, and Bolton proposed 
that the allies closely coordinate 
over similar future incidents. 
South Korea’s presidential office 
said in a statement. 

Russia says two of its bomb¬ 
ers were on a routine flight over 
neutral waters. Russia’s Defense 
Ministry also denied Tuesday 
that South Korean jets fired 
warning shots. 

The airspace that South Korea 
says the Russian reconnaissance 
plane entered is above a group of 
islets controlled by South Korea 
but also claimed by Japan. 



Col. Daniel Vogel 


Command 
changes at 
base in Italy 

By Nancy Montgomery 

Stars and Stripes 

VICENZA, Italy — An officer 
with a Ranger background took 
command of US. Army Gar¬ 
rison Italy on Wednesday in a 
ceremony with speeches prais¬ 
ing Italy, workers, teams and the 
accomplishments of the outgoing 
commander. 

Col. Daniel Vogel took com¬ 
mand of the garrison from Col. 
Erik Berdy, who is headed to the 
Pentagon, where he’ll be special 
assistant for legislative affairs to 
the chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff 

Berdy opened his speech with 
plaudits for Italian and American 
garrison employees and his com¬ 
mand team, which he said had 
enabled him to improve several 
functions over the past two years. 
First among them was an effort 
with the 173rd Airborne Brigade, 
US. Army Europe and Aviano 
Air Base to improve power-pro¬ 
jection capabilities by taking over 
from the brigade the logistical 
intricacies of getting paratroop¬ 
ers from their base onto planes at 
Aviano. 

Berdy also mentioned an ini¬ 
tiative during his tenure for joint 
late night, weekend patrols by 
US. military police and Italian 
Carabinieri, a $365 million base 
housing project that’s getting un¬ 
derway and plans for a new high 
school and a new gym. 

Berdy said he hadn’t expected 
to find garrison command in Italy 
so challenging or fulfilling but 
that it had been a career and per¬ 
sonal highlight. 

“Your time here will go way, 
way, way too fast,” he told Vogel. 

Vogel kept his remarks brief, 
thanking friends, family and a 
variety of officials and military 
officers, and said he honored “our 
historic partnership.” 

Vogel, a 1996 graduate of The 
Citadel, has deployed twice to Af¬ 
ghanistan and four times to Iraq. 

Before his previous assignment 
— attending the Army War Col¬ 
lege — he was assigned to the 
Joint Special Operations Com¬ 
mand, first as deputy chief of op¬ 
erations at Fort Bragg, N.C., and 
then as deputy director at Fort 
Benning, Ga. 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 

Twitter:@montgomerynance 
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MILITARY _ 

Iran, safe water on bases top Esper's priorities 



Carolyn Kaster/AP 


Secretary of Defense Mark Esper, shown with President Donald 
Trump, speaks during his swearing-in ceremony Tuesday. 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — In Mark Es- 
per’s initial hours as defense sec¬ 
retary, he has created a new task 
force to probe the use of harmful 
chemicals in firefighting foam 
linked to cancers on and near 
military installations throughout 
the country. 

Esper, who was sworn in Tues¬ 
day as the 27th defense secretary 
hours after he was confirmed by 
the Senate, told reporters at the 
Pentagon on Wednesday that he 
was determined to “get our hands 
fully around” the problem of 
contaminated drinking water re¬ 
ported in recent years on or near 
some 175 military installations. 

He said creating the task force 
was one of his priorities during 
his first day on the job, as are 
quickly getting up to speed on the 
latest issues with Iranian aggres¬ 
sion in the Persian Gulf region 
and ensuring U.S. troops remain 
apolitical in uniform. 

Esper took the Pentagon’s reins 
after the Defense Department 
spent more than seven months 
without a confirmed defense 
secretary. Esper, who was one 
of three men to serve as acting 
defense secretary in that time, 
replaces Jim Mattis, who left the 


Pentagon on Dec. 31 when he re¬ 
signed, citing mqjor policy dif¬ 
ferences with President Donald 
Trump. 

Esper pledged during his con¬ 
firmation hearing last week be¬ 
fore the Senate Armed Services 
Committee that he would take 
an “aggressive and holistic” ap¬ 
proach to solving the contamina¬ 
tion problem. 

PEAS, also known as perfluo- 
roalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl, are 
man-made chemicals used world¬ 
wide since the 1950s in a variety 
of products, including in the fire¬ 
fighting foam that DOD instal¬ 
lations have long used, nonstick 
cookware and water-repellent 


fabrics. They have been hnked to 
an increase in cancer risks, low 
birth weights, liver failure and 
other health problems, according 
to the federal Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry. 

The Environmental Working 
Group, a nonprofit organization 
that specializes in environmental 
research and advocacy, has iden¬ 
tified 175 military installations 
where PEAS have been found in 
drinking water. The Defense De¬ 
partment has stopped using the 
foam in training, but it has contin¬ 
ued to use it to fight actual fires. 

The task force will include ex¬ 
perts from the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the De¬ 


partment of Veterans Affairs, 
Esper said. The group is to con¬ 
sider all “key issues” of PEAS, 
including the cleanup of contami¬ 
nated sites and finding an alter¬ 
native firefighting solution. 

The Defense Department needs 
to make certain “we go after this 
problem very aggressively, very 
holistically, and we get in front of 
it, stay in front of it, take care of 
our families, our soldiers, sailors, 
airmen and Marines and the out¬ 
lying communities,” Esper said. 
“We need to follow the science on 
this.” 

Esper’s first trip as defense sec¬ 
retary will come next week when 
he visits U.S. Central Command’s 
headquarters near Tampa, Fla., 
to focus on m^or issues through¬ 
out the Middle East and south 
and central Asia, he said. Chiefly 
that includes updates on recent 
tensions between the United 
States and Iran and the military’s 
planning for potential problems 
there. 

The new defense secretary said 
the U.S. military would protect 
American-flagged vessels from 
Iranian aggression in the region, 
but he stopped short of announc¬ 
ing plans for Navy warships to 
accompany U.S. commercial 
ships in or near the Strait of Hor¬ 
muz, where Iran has attacked and 


seized commercial vessels in re¬ 
cent months. 

“We will escort our ships to the 
degree the threat requires it,” 
Esper said. 

He later added, “escort doesn’t 
mean [Navy warships] are follow¬ 
ing right behind — but as long as 
you are in the area and can react 
quick enough to deter a provoca¬ 
tion, that’s the key.” 

Esper also pledged to ensure 
the US. military does not appear 
to take sides in political issues. 
The military in recent months has 
found itself at the center of politi¬ 
cal controversy following reports 
that Navy officials were asked by 
the White House to hide the name 
of the USS John S. McCain dur¬ 
ing a Trump visit to Japan. Also 
during that visit, sailors were 
photographed wearing unofficial 
patches on their uniforms de¬ 
picting a likeness of Trump that 
included a play on his campaign 
slogan that read “Make Aircrew 
Great Again.” 

The defense secretary said he 
would set a “personal example to 
keep us out of politics as much as 
possible.” 

“It’s something you always 
have to stay on top of, and that’s 
my commitment,” Esper said. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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PACIFIC _ 

Okinawa passenger jailed 
for loaded gun in lu^age 


Active-shooter 
alert prompts 
Yokota lockdown 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND AyA IcHIHASHI 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — A Seattle 
man flying to Okinawa for a new job as a 
civilian firefighter at White Beach Naval 
Facility was arrested after a loaded fire¬ 
arm was found in his bag at Narita Inter¬ 
national Airport, Japanese police said. 

Michael Edward Applegate, 43, was ar¬ 
rested shortly after the weapon was discov¬ 
ered about 5:50 p.m. Monday as he checked 
his luggage at Terminal 1 for a connecting 
flight to Okinawa, according to a Narita In¬ 
ternational Airport Police spokesman. 

The gun was described only as an 
“automatic.” 

It is customary in Japan for spokespeo- 
ple to sometimes decline to provide their 


USS Indianapolis 

Associated Press 

BURNS HARBOR, Ind. — The Navy is 
planning to commission its new USS India¬ 
napolis combat vessel at a northwestern 
Indiana port this fall. 

The ceremony marking the ship’s entry 


names to reporters. Narita is in Chiba 
prefecture, 27 miles southeast of central 
Tokyo. 

Applegate told police he didn’t know the 
firearm was in his suitcase and that it must 
have been packed accidentally in the mov¬ 
ing process, the spokesman said. Police 
also confiscated 28 rounds of ammunition. 

Applegate was expected to be referred 
to the Chiba District Public Prosecutor’s 
Office on Wednesday for violating Japan’s 
swords and firearms control law, the police 
spokesman said. 

If convicted, he faces three to 20 years in 
prison, a spokesman from the prosecutor’s 
office said. 

“The Navy holds its personnel to high 
standards and takes any allegation of 
criminal behavior by its personnel seri¬ 
ously,” Navy Region Japan spokesman 


into the Navy’s active fleet is set for Oct. 26 
at Burns Harbor along Lake Michigan. It 
is the fourth military vessel carrying the 
Indianapolis name. 

The second USS Indianapolis was sunk 
by a Japanese submarine in July 1945 
after it delivered key components for the 



Aaron Kioo/Stars and Stripes 

Japanese police arrested a Seattle man 
on a flight to Okinawa after a loaded gun 
was found in his bag. 

Marshall Smith wrote in an email to Stars 
and Stripes on Wednesday evening. 

Police originally reported that Applegate 
was heading to a job at Kadena Air Base, 
which serves as Commander Fleet Activi¬ 
ties Okinawa’s headquarters. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @MatthewMBurkel 
ichihashi.aya@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Ayalchihashi 


Hiroshima atomic bomb. 

The ship was built at a Marinette, Wis., 
shipyard and will be based near Jackson¬ 
ville, Fla. It is a Freedom-class littoral ship 
designed to be highly maneuverable for 
missions such as mine-clearing and anti¬ 
submarine warfare. 


By Aaron Kidd 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Reports 
of a suspected active shooter spurred an 
18-minute lockdown Wednesday afternoon 
at the home of US. Forces Japan and the 
5th Air Force in western Tokyo. 

“REAL WORLD — LOCKDOWN, Yo¬ 
kota Air Base is under LOCKDOWN,” said 
a text alert sent by the 374th Airlift Wing 
about 1:50 p.m. “Last known location: Bldg. 
31, 0-Club — LOCKDOWN.” 

After sweeping the Officer’s Club, secu¬ 
rity personnel found “no indications of an 
active shooter and no injuries were report¬ 
ed,” said a statement from the wing. 

A message broadcast over Yokota’s Giant 
Voice public address system at 2:08 p.m. 
announced that the emergency had ended. 

It was the second incident concerning 
a suspected active shooter at Yokota this 
year. On March 13, reports of shots fired at 
or near a westside car care center locked 
the installation down for about an hour. 

However, security personnel and Japa¬ 
nese police found no evidence of firearms 
being discharged on or off base at the time, 
according to the 374th Airlift Wing. 

Sources on base reported the sound may 
have been caused by a vehicle backfiring 
or special cannons used to scare wildlife 
away from aircraft, base officials said. 

kIdd.aaron@strTpes.c6m 

Twitter: @kiddaaron 


to be commissioned at Indiana port 



Early registration: (thru Aug 6) 
$15 / individual • $25 / team 


After August 6: 

$25 1 individual • $35 / team 


$10 Liberty Blue Jacket cardholders 
stances are an approximation. 
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Officials honor the fallen as 
maneuvers in Australia end 



Photos by Seth RoBSON/Stars and Stripes 


Local and military leaders from the U.S., Australia and Japan lay 
wreaths at the Bowen War Memorial in Australia on Tuesday. 



The Bowen War Memorial was 
built by the citizens of Bowen, 
Australia, to commemorate 
those who died in service or 
were killed in action during WWI. 


By Seth Robson 
Stars and Stripes 

BOWEN, Australia — Military 
leaders from the U.S., Australia 
and Japan — in town for the bi¬ 
ennial Talisman Sabre exercise 
— laid wreaths at a memorial to 
fallen Australian soldiers on the 
final day of maneuvers in this 
northern Queensland town. 

Troops from several service 
branches of the nations that are 
participating in the monthlong 
drills gathered Tuesday at the 
Bowen War Memorial near the 
center of town to pay tribute to 
those who had made the ultimate 
sacrifice during World War I and 
beyond. 

U.S. Marine Col. Matthew 
Sieber, an exchange officer with 
the Australian Army, laid a 
wreath on behalf of American 
forces. 


“This is a good way to show 
our respect for those who have 
done this for years and years be¬ 
fore us,” he told the other troops, 
noting that U.S. and Australian 
soldiers have fought side by side 
since the Battle of Hamel in 
northern France in 1918. 

The memorial is topped by a 
sandstone statue of a “digger,” 
as Australian soldiers were af¬ 
fectionately called during World 
War I. It was built by citizens of 
the town to commemorate those 
who died in service or were killed 
in action during that conflict. 
Later, plaques were added that 
list the names of locals killed in 
other conflicts. 

Mqj. Chris Thomson, the Aus¬ 
tralian Army officer in charge of 
exercise control in Bowen, said 
the cenotaph is typical of monu¬ 
ments in small towns all over 


Australia. 

“Anyone who has sacrificed in 
conflict is represented by these 
memorials,” he told those in 
attendance. 

Andrew Willcox, mayor of the 
Whitsunday Region, which in¬ 
cludes Bowen, thanked the troops 
for keeping the community safe 
by showing the strength need¬ 
ed to resolve conflicts through 


diplomacy. 

“This cenotaph is used on 
ANZAC Day and Remembrance 
Day,” he said. 

“We honor Australian and New 
Zealander troops and all the allies 
and also the people who we fought 
against who lost their lives.” 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 



Photos by Seth RoBSON/Stars and Stripes 

Members of Japan’s Amphibious Rapid Deployment Brigade disembark from a CH-47 Chinook during a Talisman Sabre drill Monday in Bowen, Australia. 


Japanese amphibious unit puts 
rapid reaction skills to the test 



Members of the brigade come ashore Monday near Bowen. 


By Seth Robson 
Stars and Stripes 

BOWEN, Australia — U.S. 
troops in Australia for this 
month’s Talisman Sabre exer¬ 
cise have been working alongside 
Japan’s newly formed Amphibi¬ 
ous Rapid Deployment Brigade, 
a force modeled after the U.S. 
Marine Corps and charged with 
defending outer islands. 

On Tuesday, members of the 
Japanese amphibious unit land¬ 
ed in a CH-47 Chinook helicop¬ 
ter at an airfield in the coastal 
Queensland town of Bowen that 
had been secured by the Marines 
in a drill the day before. 

Some Japanese troops joined 
the Marines in defensive posi¬ 
tions while others set up commu¬ 
nications equipment. 

“They’re setting up a com¬ 


mand operations center,” said 
Capt. Stewart Conor, 32, of Aver- 
ill Park, N.Y., commander of the 
force securing the airfield — the 
Camp Pendleton, Calif-based 
Company A, 1st Battalion, 1st 
Marine Regiment. The Japanese 
soldiers’ mission involved seiz¬ 
ing another objective — a nearby 
sports complex, he said. 

The presence of its troops in 
such a challenging, multinational 
exercise is evidence that Japan is 
making progress in its efforts to 
develop amphibious capability. 

Members of the Japan Ground 
Self-Defense Force began observ¬ 
ing and participating in amphibi¬ 
ous training with U.S. Marines on 
Okinawa in 2012. 

The training, which was off- 
limits to media, was part of a 
multiyear effort to develop am¬ 
phibious capability that included 


new helicopter carriers and land¬ 
ing craft. 

The buildup has taken place 
amid tensions in the East China 
Sea, where China has challenged 
Japan’s claim to the Senkaku Is¬ 
lands (known as Daioyu by the 
Chinese) and the nearby oil and 
gas resources. 

Japan Maritime Self-Defense 
Force Capt. Hiroshi Watanabe, 
who was on the ground at Bowen, 
said 300 out of the now 2,000- 
strong amphibious brigade are 
participating in Talisman Sabre. 

The force transited north from 
Brisbane in a pair of warships, 
the JS Ise and JS Kunasaki, be¬ 
fore conducting an amphibious 
landing, he said. 

“We think interoperability be¬ 
tween Japan and the U.S. will 
improve through this exercise,” 
Watanabe said, using a military 


buzzword describing the ability 
of one nation’s armed forces to 
use another country’s training 
methods and equipment. “Also, 
there is relationship building be¬ 
tween Japan and Australia.” 

Conor was on Okinawa from 
2014 to 2017 and watched the 
Japanese amphibious capability 
grow in strength. 

Troops from the Amphibi¬ 
ous Rapid Deployment Brigade 
trained at Camp Pendleton ear¬ 
lier this year, said Conor, whose 
unit is part of Marine Rotational 
Force-Darwin in Australia’s 
Northern Territory this summer. 


“It gives [the Japanese] the 
ability to respond within Japan’s 
island chain in a very rapid man¬ 
ner,” he said of the new force. 

Marine Col. Matthew Sieber, an 
exchange officer who is helping 
the Australian army grow its am¬ 
phibious capability, said Talisman 
Sabre put the Japanese troops a 
long way from their homeland. 

“They are getting some great 
training in new training areas 
that they can’t get in Japan,” he 
said. “The number of repetitions 
they can get here in Australia 
is far more than they can do in 
Japan.” 
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US takes possession of new hospital in S. Korea 

Long-awaited facility set to open Nov. 15 I I 7 



Matthew KEELER/Stars and Stripes 


The Brian D. Allgood Army Community Hospital was officially transferred to the U.S. government during 
a ceremony at Camp Humphreys, South Korea, Wednesday. 


By Kim Gamel 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South 
Korea — The United States took 
possession of a state-of-the- 
art, 68-bed hospital at the new 
US. military headquarters in 
South Korea during a ceremony 
Wednesday. 

The handover put the $215 
million facility one step closer 
to opening, seven years after the 
military broke ground on it. 

The Brian D. Allgood Army 
Community Hospital and ambu¬ 
latory care center, the namesake 
of the hospital that will close at 
Yongsan Garrison in Seoul, is 
scheduled to officially open for 
patients on Nov. 15. 

That will be a relief for the 
more than 30,000 Americans 
based at Camp Humphreys, 
many of whom must commute 
some 55 miles north to the South 
Korean capital for services, in¬ 
cluding behavioral health care 
and childbirth. 

On Wednesday, speakers allud¬ 
ed to the problems that faced the 
South Korean-funded construc¬ 
tion project. The hospital is a 
centerpiece of the nearly $11 bil¬ 
lion effort to expand Camp Hum¬ 
phreys, a former remote outpost, 
as part of the long-delayed relo¬ 
cation of most American forces to 
the south of Seoul. 

“Today is one of those days that 


I was afraid would never come,” 
said Col. Teresa Schlosser, com¬ 
mander of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Far East District. She 
attended the ceremony on her last 
day as district commander. 

“I appreciate being able to 
close out this hospital after all the 
years of hard work to get it across 
the finish line,” she said. 

Services to be offered at the 
418,572-square-foot facility in¬ 
clude emergency, primary care, 
behavioral health, physical and 
occupational therapy. It also will 
have an intensive care unit and a 
room for cesarean sections in the 
maternity unit. 

It was designed to provide 
medical services to servicemem- 
bers, family members and other 
eligible beneficiaries. 

Ground was broken for the new 
hospital in November 2012, but 
construction was plagued by nu¬ 
merous quality control issues and 
delays as the South Korean con¬ 
tractor struggled to meet rigid 
U.S. standards. 

In a last-minute hitch, inspec¬ 
tors recently rejected plans for 
the fire prevention system, forc¬ 
ing the contractor to start over, 
according to Brig. Gen. Yoon 
Young Dae, the head of the pro¬ 
gram management division for 
the Defense Ministry agency 
overseeing the U.S. Forces Korea 
relocation. 


“We had to replace all of the 
firewalls,” Yoon said Wednesday. 
“I was devastated and worried 
about the handover, but we man¬ 
aged to get it done.” 

The project cost nearly $215 
million, Yoon said. That’s more 
than 40% above the original esti¬ 
mate given by other officials and 
years behind schedule. 

The United States has paid 
about $50 million to furnish and 
equip the facility, officials said. 

Hospital commander Col. An¬ 
drew Landers blamed most of the 
delays on requirements that the 
facility meet U.S. standards set 
by the Joint Commission, an ac¬ 


creditation organization. 

He expressed confidence 
that all the problems had been 
resolved. 

“My complete focus is at all 
times we will maintain high qual¬ 
ity and safe patient care and I 
have gotten zero pressure to move 
into this hospital without meeting 
those criteria,” Landers told Stars 
and Stripes on Wednesday. 

He said the hospital at Yongsan 
will close on Oct. 1, but extra staff 
will be deployed to the hospital at 
Osan Air Base to fill the vacuum 
until the Humphreys hospital 
opens. 

The Humphreys hospital also 


will make available services such 
as physical and occupational 
therapy in September ahead of 
the official opening. 

The South Koreans have ful¬ 
filled most of their obligations, but 
Landers said the facility remains 
under warranty for another year 
so they’ll continue to do minor 
fixes. He said the heating system 
also will need to be re-tested in 
the winter as part of the commis¬ 
sioning process. 

“We are well on track to Nov. 
15,” he said. 

gamef.krm@strlpes.com 

Twitter: @kimgamel 


Coast Guard leader touts plan to counter Chinese aggression 


By Joseph Ditzler 
Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — The U.S. Coast Guard’s com¬ 
mandant is pushing for a better way to deal 
with island nations in the western Pacific 
— one designed to counter “antagonistic, 
aggressive behaviors” from the Chinese. 

“I think what we would champion is 
transparent engagement,” Adm. Karl 
Schultz said Tuesday from Saipan. “I think 
we have seen behaviors out of the Chinese 
coast guard — the maritime militia — that 
are not consistent with the rule-based 
order.” 

Siding with the United States in the 
global power competition in the Indo-Pa- 
cific region means receiving a used Coast 
Guard cutter. It also means assistance with 
everything from enforcing international 
fishing regulations to search and rescue 
operations and training in maritime law 
enforcement, Schultz said. 

“I think there needs to be an interna¬ 
tional pushback to say, ‘We reject the types 
of behavior, the antagonistic, aggressive 
behaviors that are not consistent with the 
rule-based order,”’ he said. 

The commandant announced a 30-day 
deployment of a Juniper-class buoy tender 
and a fast-response cutter as part of efforts 
to beef up the Coast Guard presence in the 
Northern Marianas, a U.S. commonwealth 
in the western Pacific that includes Guam 
and Saipan. 

Schultz spoke as the potential for con¬ 
flict in the region continues to simmer. On 
Friday, Vietnam demanded China remove 
a survey vessel and coast guard ships from 



Adam Stanton/U.S. Coast Guard 


Adm. Karl Schultz, left, commandant of 
the U.S. Coast Guard, is greeted by Capt. 
Matthew Meilstrup aboard the Coast 
Guard tall ship Eagle in June. The Coast 
Guard is providing assistance to counter 
Chinese aggression in the western 
Pacific. 

the Vanguard Bank, the westernmost area 
of the disputed Spratly Islands and site of 
gas and oil deposits. 

Likewise, the Philippines is embroiled 
over what it claims are violations of its 
maritime territory by China. Last month, 
Filipino fishermen said a Chinese vessel 
collided with and sank their boat, leaving 
22 of them stranded. A Vietnamese vessel 
rescued them, according to reports. 

Schultz said the U.S. has provided Viet¬ 
nam, Sri Lanka and the Philippines with 
surplus high-endurance, 378-foot-long 
Hamilton-class cutters to patrol their mar¬ 
itime territory. 

“Those are capabilities that the host na¬ 
tions should be able to develop and use to 
project their own sovereign interests in the 
region,” he said. 


The U.S. is doing more than providing 
surplus material to its regional friends, 
Schultz added. 

“We are collaborating, working very dil¬ 
igently with the Vietnamese,” the admiral 
said. “We’ve worked with the Malaysians, 
the Indonesians, helping them build out 
their capacity; with the Philippines, as I’ve 
mentioned.” 

Schultz said his goal for the Coast Guard 
“is to be a partner of choice in the region” 
that tailors its services to the needs of the 
nation it is supporting. He said allies must 
meet the wave of vessels large and small 
that China puts to sea with a partnership 
and a commitment to rule of law. 

The overall goal, he said, sprinkling the 
half-hour session with a phrase common 
in maritime defense circles, is a “free and 
open Indo-Pacific,” meaning one absent 
limits imposed by China as it seeks to ex¬ 
pand its sphere of influence. 

Schultz was clear on his belief that the 
U.S. is more than a supporting player. He 
sees “clear indicators” that the “Chinese 
are operating in the region” that includes 
the Northern Marianas and in a partner 
state, the Federated States of Micronesia. 

“That is a factual finding,” he said. “Sit¬ 
ting on the ground in Saipan today you 
can see clear indicators of influence in the 
region, financial interest in the region. I 
think what we’re looking at with some of 
the island nations, the partners, is to be a 
partner of choice, to offer the exchange of 
capabilities and professional exchanges 
with the regional partners.” 

Schultz said the Coast Guard will soon 
station a buoy tender and a patrol boat in 


American Samoa for an extended period 
as a “proof of concept.” 

Buoy tenders are 225-foot-long vessels 
that, despite the name, are multimission 
ships in addition to maintaining naviga¬ 
tional buoys, according to the Coast Guard 
website. Schultz said he foresees the patrol 
concept expanding to include widespread 
cooperation by other countries to circum¬ 
vent Chinese influence. 

“I anticipate that mothership-type oper¬ 
ation with some patrol boats, maybe trying 
to lash up with some Australian partners 
and New Zealand partners in the region, 
Japanese partners, really that internation¬ 
al face that offers an alternative to other 
actors in the region,” he said. 

In the next three years, the Coast Guard 
plans on stationing three Sentinel-class, 
fast response cutters in Guam, he said. 

Schultz said the U.S. Coast Guard cut¬ 
ter Stratton is taking up the station in the 
western Pacific previously occupied by the 
cutter Bertholf 

During its six-month deployment, the 
Bertholf, under the control of the Japan- 
based 7th Fleet, transited the Taiwan Strait 
with a U.S. destroyer, becoming the first 
cutter to make that passage. It also took 
part in exercises with the Philippine coast 
guard in the South China Sea and enforced 
sanctions against illicit ship-to-ship trans¬ 
fers of commodities such as coal bound for 
North Korea. 

The Stratton, which is a National Secu¬ 
rity cutter like the Bertholf, will carry out 
the same mission, Schultz said. 

dltzler.joseph@stripes.com 
Twitter: @JosephDitzler 
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Iran open to 
ship release if 
UK reciprocates 



A speedboat and a helicopter of Iran’s Revolutionary Guard move Sunday around the British-flagged oil 
tanker Stena Impero, which was seized Friday by the Guard, in the Iranian port of Bandar Abbas. 

Patrol; British plan seeks to ensure 
freedom of navigation in Persian Gulf 


By Nasser Karimi 

AND AyA BaTRAWY 
Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — President 
Hassan Rouhani suggested on 
Wednesday that Iran might re¬ 
lease a U.K.-flagged ship if Brit¬ 
ain takes similar steps to release 
an Iranian oil tanker seized by 
the British Royal Navy off Gibral¬ 
tar earlier this month. 

His remarks could create an 
opening to reduce tensions as 
Boris Johnson becomes prime 
minister. It’s unclear how the new 
government will respond to Rou- 
hani’s suggestion or the impasse 
with Iran. 

“We do not seek the continua¬ 
tion of tension with some Euro¬ 
pean countries,” Rouhani said in 
comments carried on his website. 
“Should they be committed to in¬ 
ternational frameworks and give 
up their wrong actions, including 
what they did in Gibraltar, they 
will receive a proportional re¬ 
sponse from Iran.” 

Britain this week announced 
plans to develop and deploy a Eu¬ 
rope-led “maritime protection 
mission” to safeguard shipping in 
the area after Iran’s Revolution¬ 
ary Guard seized the Stena Im¬ 
pero in the Strait of Hormuz on 
Friday. 

Rouhani said that while Iran 
does not seek a military conflict, 
it will not allow threats to its se¬ 
curity in the important waterway. 
He described the Iranian seizure 
of the ship as “professional and 
brave.” 

Iranian officials have alleged 
the ship was seized after it violat¬ 
ed international maritime law by 
turning off its signaling for lon¬ 
ger than is allowed and passing 
through the wrong channels. 

However, Iranian officials have 
also suggested the ship was seized 
in response to Britain’s role in im¬ 
pounding an Iranian supertanker 
two weeks earlier off the coast of 
Gibraltar, a British overseas ter¬ 
ritory. The UK. says the tanker 
was suspected of violating sanc¬ 
tions on oil shipments to Syria. 

Both sides have called the in¬ 
terception of one another’s ships 
“hostile acts” and “piracy.” 

Stena Bulk, the owner of the 
ship being held by Iran, said it 
made first contact Tuesday eve¬ 
ning with the crew of 23 since its 
seizure Friday. The company said 
the ship’s master advised “that 
everyone was safe with good co¬ 
operation with the Iranian per¬ 
sonnel onboard.” 

The crew are mostly Indian, 
but also include Filipino, Rus¬ 
sian and Latvian nationals. Ira¬ 
nian state TV aired video of the 
crew onboard the vessel off Iran’s 


port of Bandar Abbas earlier this 
week. 

A spate of incidents in past 
weeks has threatened security in 
the Strait of Hormuz, which lies 
between Iran and Oman. Ten¬ 
sions have also soared following 
President Donald Trump’s deci¬ 
sion last year to withdraw from 
the nuclear deal and impose max¬ 
imal sanctions on Iran. 

One-fifth of global crude 
passes through the Strait of Hor¬ 
muz, making it an internation¬ 
ally important chokepoint for 
global energy supplies from Gulf 
exporters. 

In past weeks, Iran has shot 
down a US. spy drone, US. of¬ 
ficials say military cyberforces 
struck Iranian computer systems 
that handle missile and rocket 
launchers, and six oil tankers 
have been sabotaged near the 
strait. 

Iranian officials on Wednesday 
reiterated their denial that any 
Iranian drones were intercepted, 
after the US. military said Tues¬ 
day that it took aim at two of them 
last week. 

US. Central Command said one 
Iranian drone crashed into the 
sea after the USS Boxer took “de¬ 
fensive action” against it July 18. 
It said the Boxer also “engaged” a 
second Iranian drone at the same 
time but could not confirm it was 
destroyed. 

Iranian Defense Minister 
Gen. Amir Hatami told report¬ 
ers Wednesday that “if someone 
claims he should provide evi¬ 
dence,” adding that “none of our 
drones have been intercepted.” 

Despite a UK. government ad¬ 
visory that British-flagged ships 
avoid the Strait of Hormuz, a 
large British-flagged vessel tran¬ 
sited the corridor and arrived at a 
port in Qatar on Wednesday. 

Maritime publication Lloyd’s 
List identified the vessel as the 
BW Elm and reported that a Brit¬ 
ish warship, likely the HMS Mon¬ 
trose, closely shadowed the large 
liquefied petroleum gas carrier 
but that the Royal Navy did not 
provide a direct escort. 

The Ministry of Defence de¬ 
clined to specifically comment on 
the transit and referred to recent 
comments made by Foreign Sec¬ 
retary Jeremy Hunt, in which he 
confirmed the HMS Montrose has 
accompanied more than 30 ships 
over the last 10 days through the 
strait. 

In a statement to The Associ¬ 
ated Press the ship’s owner, BW 
LPG, declined to comment on 
specifics but noted protection by 
the navy. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The United States has said it 
envisages a scheme where na¬ 
tions would protect ships that 
carry their flag but there would 
be joint operations designed to 
carry out surveillance on water¬ 
ways. The plan, dubbed Opera¬ 
tion Sentinel by the United States, 
has been under discussion for 
over a month. 

Mark Esper, then the acting 
secretary of defense, first called 
for a joint strategy to protect ship¬ 
ping in the Persian Gulf during a 
meeting at NATO headquarters 
in June. Marine Gen. Joseph F. 
Dunford Jr., chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, told reporters in 
early July that a concrete plan 
had been formulated and that the 
role of allies would become clear 
within weeks. 

The United States was “work¬ 
ing diligently to build out a mari¬ 
time security initiative” with “a 
broad range of countries partici¬ 
pating,” Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo said July 17. 

The State Department and the 
Department of Defense co-hosted 
a discussion with allies about the 
idea on Friday. The meeting in¬ 
cluded more than 60 nations from 
across the world, according to a 
State Department spokeswoman 
who spoke on the condition of an¬ 
onymity per department rules. 

During a speech Tuesday, Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump said that he 
felt the United States should not 
take too much responsibility for 
ships in the Persian Gulf, sug¬ 
gesting instead “very rich” coun¬ 
tries like Japan and China could 
doit. 

Following the capture of a 
British tanker on Friday, British 
Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt 
outlined a separate, Europe-led 
plan Monday “to support safe 
passage of both crew and cargo 


in this vital region.” 

Speaking to British lawmak¬ 
ers on Monday, Hunt said that the 
plan was different from the US. 
proposal. “It will not be part of 
the US. maximum pressure pol¬ 
icy on Iran because we remain 
committed to preserving the Iran 
nuclear agreement,” Hunt said. 

British officials have empha¬ 
sized that the plan would be about 
ensuring freedom of navigation 
in the Persian Gulf — an aim 
that Tehran could theoretically 
back as well. But Mark Dubowitz, 
chief executive of the Foundation 
for the Defense of Democracies, 
a group that often calls to iso¬ 
late Iran, said the European plan 
could ultimately count as a win 
for Trump. 

“Burden sharing from our al¬ 
lies gives them a stake in deter¬ 
ring and responding to aggression 
from the regime in Iran,” he said. 
“Since the m^ority of oil that 
moved through Hormuz goes to 
Asia and Europe, these countries 
have an even greater stake in pre¬ 
venting this aggression.” 

No nation has yet publicly 
pledged material support for the 
U.S.-led maritime security initia¬ 
tive. Experts say some nations 
may be concerned with being 
linked with the US. maximum 
pressure campaign on Iran, ei¬ 
ther hoping to salvage the 2015 
Iran nuclear agreement or be¬ 
cause they still maintain good re¬ 
lations with Tehran. 

Jarrett Blanc, a senior fellow at 
the Carnegie Endowment for In¬ 
ternational Peace who worked on 
the Iran deal at the State Depart¬ 
ment under the Obama adminis¬ 
tration, said the lack of traction 
was not surprising. 

“Other countries take the front 
line under U.S. command and 
control, but other countries do 
not trust us not to escalate [or] 


provoke,” Blanc said of the U.S. 
proposal in an email. 

Some nations that seek to have 
good relations with both the Unit¬ 
ed States and Iran have offered 
vague statements of support but 
made no detailed commitments. 

The British-led proposal has 
had more luck securing backing, 
in part because European nations 
like Britain, France and Germa¬ 
ny, along with Russia and China, 
have remained in the nuclear 
agreement with Iran even as 
Trump pulled the United States 
out last year. 

On Monday afternoon, German 
Foreign Minister Heiko Maas 
expressed public support for the 
British proposal on the condition 
that diplomatic channels remain 
open. France issued its own mes¬ 
sage of support on Tuesday. 

Some European nations may 
be cautious that Britain, in the 
midst of a change of leadership 
that could see Hunt replaced as 
foreign minister, may draw back 
from its plans. 

But analysts see the British 
proposal as a clear indication that 
even in the final lead-up to Brex- 
it, Britain is still opting to coordi¬ 
nate with its European partners 
on matters of security. 

It remains unclear what level of 
coordination there would be with 
the United States. 

So far, both plans remain at the 
early stages. 

Iranian president Hassan Rou¬ 
hani told a Cabinet meeting on 
Wednesday that it was the duty of 
Iran to protect the Persian Gulf 
and the Strait of Hormuz. 

“I do believe that the whole 
world should be grateful to the 
Iranian Revolutionary Guard 
Corps for preserving security in 
the Persian Gulf,” Rouhani said, 
according to Mehr News Agency. 
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Airmen; Wounded Warrior program helps injured through transition 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Warrior Care support. “If we can’t, we focus 
on helping them through that transition.” 

The other services also run similar 
programs. 

Williams, 37, said he feels fortunate to 
still be in the Air Force. He was injured in 
2012 in Helmand Province, Afghanistan, 
while on a mission as a military working 
dog handler. 

“The dog went in a room and didn’t come 
out,” he said. “I went up the stairs to get 
him. Something went off. Instant leg am¬ 
putation. Missing teeth. Compound frac¬ 
ture to my left wrist. Ruptured ear drums. 
I mean, you name it; I had the gamut of in¬ 
juries from that explosion.” 

Williams didn’t attend his first wounded 
warrior camp until 2015, after he recov¬ 
ered and returned to duty. 

“I did fine at the end, but other people 
will say I was moody, I was hesitant,” Wil¬ 
liams said of the experience. 

Spinning exercises didn’t go well for him 
and sitting volleyball “looked dumb,” he 
said. When a staff member asked him if he 
was excited to try archery, “I told them in 
very colorful language that I wasn’t,” Wil¬ 
liams said. 

But he went and, “now, you have a hard 
time getting me out of archery,” he said, 
comparing it to shooting, minus the bang, 
cleaning the weapon and picking up spent 
bullets — all the things he dislikes about 
target practice. 

Sweat and camaraderie 

Airmen enroll in the wounded warrior 
program while still on active duty via re¬ 
ferrals. About 110 sign up for the first time 
every month, Gonzales said. 

Congress mandated the program in 
2008, as combat injuries from the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq mounted. 

“In the beginning, the goal of the pro¬ 
gram was to help them through the transi¬ 
tion (to civilian life),” Gonzales said. “But 
what we realized is many of these airmen 
can still serve. If we show them how they 
can do things... then they were recovering 
a lot faster.” 

The program still sees combat injuries 
but they are fewer. Filling the gap are 
airmen dealing with a range of physical 
ailments such as tickborne illnesses and 
cancer as well as traumatic brain injuries 
and post-traumatic stress syndrome from 
deployments and sexual assault. 

At the Ramstein event, not all injuries 
were obvious. 

But regardless of one’s condition or 
number of limbs, everyone plays modified 
sports — sitting for volleyball or playing 
basketball in wheelchairs — to level the 
playing field. 

Jordan Lee-Fatt was hesitant to be part 
of his first Air Force Wounded Warrior 
care event last year. 

Only 24, Lee-Fatt is struggling with an 
autoimmune disease while trying to return 
to active duty. He was a staff sergeant at 
Langley Air Force Base in Virginia be¬ 
fore being placed on temporary disability. 
Doctors still don’t know what caused his 



Photos by Michael Abrams/S tars and Stripes 


Wounded warriors do running drills at the Warrior Care event at Ramstein Air Base, Germany, on Tuesday. Part of the Air Force 
Wounded Warrior program, it was the first such event at an Air Force base in Europe. 


illness. 

“I felt like I wasn’t physically ready to 
travel and try all of these things,” he said. 

But the program has helped Lee-Fatt 
turn the corner, both physically and emo¬ 
tionally, he said Tuesday after a round of 
sitting volleyball at Ramstein. 

Strapping into the track chair, and rac¬ 
ing with his knees tucked in and his hands 
madly spinning the rims, replaces that 
feeling of intense physical activity that he 
used to get from running. 

“I love to sweat and go fast,” he said. 

Lee-Fatt used a walker at work for about 
a year. At his first warrior clinic, he used 
a crutch and people helped him carry his 
things. 

On Tuesday, he walked off the volleyball 
court without assistance and recently com¬ 
peted in the Pentagon’s Warrior Games 
last month in Tampa, Fla. 


While there is no cure — only treatment 
— for his condition, “I’ve gotten way stron¬ 
ger than when I started out in this pro¬ 
gram,” Lee-Fatt said. “I’m forever grateful 
for that. 

“I made a lot of friends here,” he said. “If 
I’m in a dark place again, they would pull 
me out of that.” 

Proud again to wear blue 

The program has also helped medically 
retired Air Force Mqj. Lisa McCranie pull 
through her struggles with combat-related 
PTSD in the face of unsupportive Air Force 
leaders and medical personnel in a culture 
that makes it difficult for pilots to seek 
mental help and maintain their wings. 

McCranie flew numerous cargo and 
combat missions in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
often dodging mortar attacks on base. 


The goal of the program was to help them through 
the transition (to civilian life). But what we realized is 
many of these airmen can still serve. ^ 

Marsha Gonzales 

branch chief for warrior care support 


She helped coordinate enemy strikes and 
watched personnel get blown up and bleed 
out. 

McCranie, 34, left the Air Force bitter. 

But the wounded 
I warrior program has 
made her proud to 
wear the service em¬ 
blem again, she said, 
while tugging at the 
blue shirt she wore as 
a sports mentor and 
ambassador at the 
I Ramstein event. 

McCranie also 
competed in the War¬ 
rior Games last month 
in powerlifting, rowing, swimming and 
rugby. 

Being part of a team and competing 
“builds so much camaraderie,” she said. 

But “the biggest thing for me,” she said, 
“is I never had support in the military. I 
never had somebody stand up for me.” 

The Wounded Warrior staff “will do what 
it takes,” from providing emotional support 
to helping with paperwork, she said. 

“They speak the same language — we’re 
military — you don’t really have to explain 
yourself because they just get it.” 



McCranie 


svan.jenniferdistripes.com 
Twitter: (I>stripesktown 
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German defense minister 
backs more military funds 


Associated Press 

BERLIN — Military spending in Germany must 
keep rising, the country’s new defense minister said 
Wednesday, underlining her commitment to long¬ 
term targets. 

She told critics that the country’s own security 
I needs require more funds and 
the move isn’t simply a re¬ 
sponse to foreign pressure. 
NATO members in 2014 
I agreed to “aim to move toward” 
increasing defense spending 
to 2% of their gross domes¬ 
tic product by 2024, though 
Germany has already said it 
doesn’t expect to meet that 
goal. The U.S. has criticized 
Berlin’s spending. 

Annegret Kramp-Karren- 
bauer, who also leads Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 
center-right party, told lawmakers after being sworn 
in as defense minister that she is committed to aim¬ 
ing for the 2% target and Germany must reach 1.5% 
by 2024. She said spending needs to remain on “a 
reliable constantly growing path.” 

Kramp-Karrenbauer said Germany is and will 
remain “a reliable ally,” but the 1.5% aim reflects 



“our minimum needs.” 

“To say it very clearly: This is not about wishes 
from abroad; this is not about rearmament,” she 
said. “It is about equipment and personnel.” 

Germany’s military spending is expected to hit 
1.35% of GDP this year, compared with 1.23% in 
2018. However, a budget proposal earlier this year 
suggested that it would drop back again by 2023, an¬ 
gering the U.S. 

The junior partners in Merkel’s fractious coali¬ 
tion, the Social Democrats, question the 2% spend¬ 
ing target. 

The leader of the party’s parliamentary group, 
Rolf Muetzenich, said the German parliament con¬ 
trols the country’s budget and that “no alliance and 
no international organization can presume that right 
for itself.” 

Muetzenich said Kramp-Karrenbauer appeared 
to think resolving security issues was simply “a 
question of money.” He said he would advise her to 
address weaknesses in her new ministry before ask¬ 
ing for more spending and referring to “a supposed 
2% target.” 

Kramp-Karrenbauer succeeds Ursula von 
der Leyen, who was elected last week as the next 
president of the European Union’s executive 
commission. 


Turkey slams US’ safe-zone proposal 


Associated Press 

ANKARA, Turkey — Turkey 
on Wednesday slammed a new 
U.S. proposal for a so-called “safe 
zone” in northern Syria, saying it 
was “not satisfactory” and warn¬ 
ing that Ankara may launch a new 
offensive to secure its border if an 
agreement isn’t reached soon. 

According to Foreign Minister 
Mevlut Cavusoglu, U.S. envoy 
James Jeffrey and other U.S. of¬ 
ficials held talks with Turkish 
officials in Ankara about Syria, 
including the setting up of a safe 
zone along the Turkey-Syrian 
border. 

“The United States must come 
with proposals that are satisfacto¬ 
ry to us or are close to our propos¬ 
als,” Cavusoglu said, adding that 


Turkey’s patience “has run out.” 

Turkey views Kurdish fighters 
who have battled Islamic State 
alongside U.S. forces as terrorists, 
allied with a Kurdish insurgency 
within Turkey. Ankara wants 
the safe zone established east of 
the Euphrates River to keep the 
Kurdish fighters away from the 
border region. 

Since 2016, Turkey has 
launched two cross-border offen¬ 
sives against ISIS and the Kurd¬ 
ish fighters. It has recently been 
sending reinforcements to its bor¬ 
der area, signaling a possible new 
offensive. 

Cavusoglu, speaking to report¬ 
ers at a joint news conference with 
visiting Nicaraguan counterpart 
Denis Moncada, said the U.S. del¬ 
egation had offered new proposals 


on the safe zone, including possi¬ 
ble joint patrols and “who would 
be in it and who would enter.” He 
did not elaborate on what was un¬ 
satisfactory about the new Wash¬ 
ington proposal. 

The U.S. Embassy in Ankara 
said the issues discussed included 
“proposals to enhance Turkey’s 
security along the border in 
northeast Syria.” 

Turkey and the U.S. have been 
divided on the size of the safe 
zone, who would control it and 
the degree to which the Kurdish 
fighters would pull back. Ankara 
wants Turkish troops to control 
the zone. 

“Our wish is for a safe zone to 
be established soon,” Cavuso¬ 
glu added. “Otherwise, we will do 
whatever is necessary ourselves.” 



Rose L. THAYER/Stars and Stripes 


Gen. Mike Murray, commander of Army Futures Command, 
addresses a crowd in downtown Austin, Texas, on Monday during an 
event to celebrate one year since the unit’s activation. 


Futures Command 
marks 1st anniversary 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

AUSTIN, Texas — To celebrate 
one year since its activation in 
downtown Austin, the Army Fu¬ 
tures Command hosted a public 
event Monday. 

Called “Thank You, Austin,” 
the event featured the 312th 
Army Rock Band, a swearing-in 
ceremony of future soldiers, a 
performance and clinics with the 


Army Field Band, and a demon¬ 
stration from the Army Golden 
Knights parachute team. 

More than 1,000 people at¬ 
tended the celebration held at the 
Long Center for the Performing 
Arts. 

Futures Command is the Ar¬ 
my’s newest four-star command. 
It aims to transform the acquisi¬ 
tion and modernization process 
to prepare and equip soldiers for 
future battlefields. 


Former US sailor sentenced for stealing almost $140K in benefits 


By Scott Daugherty 

The (Norfolk, Va.) Virginian-Pilot 

Camesha Walters was a petty 
officer 3rd class living in Norfolk. 
Her husband was a foreign na¬ 
tional living in Bangladesh. 

But to boost her take-home pay, 
Walters told the Navy in 2015 her 
husband was a U.S. citizen living 
in Brooklyn, N.Y. She said she 
needed larger housing and cost- 
of-living allowances to support 
him. 

Walters, 37, was sentenced last 
week to five months in jail on 
charges she stole almost $140,000 
from the federal government. 

Following her release, she will 
be on house arrest for six months. 


She also must perform 200 hours 
of community service and pay 
full restitution. 

“When a servicemember lies 
in order to inflate their benefits, 
that member offends a system 
built on trust, and insults those 
colleagues who approach the sys¬ 
tem honestly,” Special Assistant 
U.S. Attorney David Layne said 
in court documents, arguing for 
a sentence of 10 months in jail 
in the hopes of deterring others 
from engaging in such frauds. 

The charges against Walters, 
who enlisted in 2013, stem from 
May 2015 through February 2018 
— when she was assigned to the 
Theodore Roosevelt and George 
Washington aircraft carriers. 


According to court documents, 
Walters traveled to Bangladesh to 
marry Amrito Gomes in Febru¬ 
ary 2015. 

Later, Walters informed the 
military of her marriage and 
identified her husband as a U.S. 
citizen living in New York. 

In various documents filed 
with the military, Walters asked 
to transition her Navy Basic Al¬ 
lowance for Housing from her 
mother’s address in Norfolk to her 
husband’s address in Brooklyn. 
She also requested an increased 
cost of living allowance. 

The housing and cost of living 
allowances are pay supplements 
designed to offset the cost to ser- 
vicemembers or their dependents 


who live in more expensive parts 
of the country. 

To receive the housing allow¬ 
ance, Walters signed multiple doc¬ 
uments regarding her husband’s 
Brooklyn address. To prove her 
claims, she also provided a signed 
lease and a notarized letter sup¬ 
posedly from a property owner 
suggesting the apartment’s utili¬ 
ties were contained in the rent. 

Layne said Walters was not en¬ 
titled to the inflated allowances 
because her husband never lived 
in Brooklyn. He’s never even vis¬ 
ited the United States, he said. 

In all, Walters’ various lies led 
the Navy to pay her $139,420.60 
she was not entitled to. 

“The military is somewhat 


unique in the broad benefits it af¬ 
fords its employees. The military 
also relies on its members to hon¬ 
estly convey their living and fam¬ 
ily situations in order to properly 
allocate those benefits and finite 
resources,” Layne said. 

To the surprise of U.S. District 
Judge Arenda L. Wright Allen, 
Walters received an honorable 
discharge from the Navy earlier 
this year despite knowledge of 
her fraud. 

Assistant Federal Public De¬ 
fender Lindsay McCaslin asked 
the court for leniency, arguing 
her client was a Jamaican immi¬ 
grant who had worked hard over 
the years to become a U.S. citizen 
and better herself 
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Kin Man Hui, The San Antonio Express-News/AP 


U.S. citizen Francisco Galicia is hugged by his lawyer, Claudia Galan, 
following his release from the South Texas Detention Facility in 
Pearsall, Texas, on Tuesday after being wrongfully detained. 

ICE releases US citizen 
held more than 3 weeks 


By Nomaan Merchant 
Associated Press 

HOUSTON — A U.S.-bom 
18-year-old was released from 
immigration custody after wrong¬ 
fully being detained for more 
than three weeks. 

Francisco Erwin Galicia left a 
U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement detention center 
in Pearsall, Texas, on Tuesday. 
His lawyer, Claudia Galan, con¬ 
firmed he had been released, 
less than a day after The Dallas 
Morning News reported about his 
detention. 

ICE did not immediately com¬ 
ment. Nor did U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection, which over¬ 
sees the Border Patrol, the agen¬ 
cy that first detained Galicia. 

Galicia lives in the border city 
of Edinburg, Texas, and was 
traveling north with a group of 
friends when they were stopped 
at a Border Patrol inland check¬ 
point. According to Galan and 
the Morning News, agents appre¬ 
hended Galicia on suspicion that 
he was in the U.S. illegally even 
though he had a Texas state ID. 

Galicia was detained for three 
weeks by the Border Patrol, then 
transferred to the ICE detention 
center. 

Galan said she believes Galicia 
was “absolutely” a victim of ra¬ 
cial profiling. The others in the 
vehicle with him were all Latinos, 


including his brother Marlon, 17, 
who was born in Mexico and was 
in the U.S. illegally. Marlon told 
the Morning News that he agreed 
to be returned to Mexico. 

The Border Patrol apprehends 
people entering the U.S. illegally, 
both directly at the US.-Mexi- 
co border and with its series of 
highway checkpoints miles from 
the border. In most cases, agents 
glance at drivers passing through 
the checkpoints and let them pass 
quickly. A passport or proof of 
citizenship is not normally de¬ 
manded to pass through an inland 
checkpoint. 

Galicia was detained by the 
Border Patrol for well above the 
72 hours that CBP says it is sup¬ 
posed to hold detainees. But in 
South Texas’ Rio Grande Valley, 
where Galicia was arrested, the 
Border Patrol is holding hundreds 
of adult men and women accused 
of entering the country illegally 
for longer than 72 hours. 

The Morning News reported 
that Galicia wasn’t transferred 
out of Border Patrol custody to 
ICE until Saturday. That’s when 
he was able to make collect calls 
to his mother. Galan drove Tues¬ 
day to the detention center in 
Pearsall to secure his release. 

Immigration authorities are 
not supposed to detain U.S. citi¬ 
zens. But both ICE and CBP have 
apprehended citizens in the past. 


Immigration raids targeting 
2,100 resuit in 35 arrests 


By Colleen Long 
AND Sophia Tareen 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—An immigra¬ 
tion enforcement operation that 
President Donald Trump said was 
part of an effort to deport “mil¬ 
lions” of people from the United 
States resulted in 35 arrests, offi¬ 
cials said Tuesday. 

Trump billed the operation tar¬ 
geting families as a mqjor show 
of force as the number of Central 
American families crossing the 
southern border has skyrocketed. 
There are about 1 million people 
in the U.S. with final deportation 
orders; the operation targeted 
2 , 100 . 

Of those arrested, 18 were 
members of families and 17 were 
collateral apprehensions of people 
in the country illegally who were 
encountered by U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement offi¬ 
cers. None of those arrested re¬ 
sulted in the separation of family, 
officials said. 

The effort was demonized by 
Democrats as a full-force drive to 
deport families and trumpeted by 
Republicans as a necessary show 
of force to prove there are conse¬ 
quences for people coming here 
illegally. But career ICE officers 
described it as a routine operation, 
one expected to net an average of 
about 10% to 20% of targets. 

A separate nationwide enforce¬ 
ment operation targeting im¬ 
migrants here illegally who had 
criminal convictions or charges 
netted 899 arrests. Officers also 
handed out 3,282 notices of in¬ 
spection to businesses that may be 
employing people here illegally. 

Acting ICE director Matthew 
Albence said the operations would 
be ongoing, stressing the impor¬ 
tance of enforcement. 

“Part of the way you stop people 
from coming is having a conse¬ 
quence to the illegal activity when 
you do come,” he said. 

The operation targeting fami¬ 
lies centered on those who had 
been ordered deported by an im¬ 
migration judge in 10 cities around 
the country who were subjected 
to fast-track proceedings. It was 
canceled once after media reports 



Courtney Pedroza, The Tennessean/AP 


A person covers their head Monday outside a Nashville, Tenn., home 
where an immigration agent gave up trying to arrest a man who, 
aided by neighbors, refused to leave his vehicle for four hours. An 
immigration enforcement operation that targeted 2,100 people so 
far has netted 35 arrests. 


telegraphing when and where it 
would begin, though Trump an¬ 
nounced it would be postponed 
following a phone call with House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who urged 
him to do so. 

The second effort began July 
14 and again was met with media 
attention noting where and when 
it was to start, including from 
Trump, who announced the date. 

Albence said Trump’s comments 
didn’t hurt the effort because it 
had already been the subject of 
media reports for weeks. 

But the overall publicity caused 
problems for an operation that 
relies largely on secrecy and sur¬ 
prise. Albence said the publicity 
made some officers targets, and 
they had to be pulled off 

Part of the reason other similar 
operations were more success¬ 
ful is because they were “done 
without a lot of fanfare and media 
attention,” Albence said. “That 
certainly, from an operational 
perspective, is beneficial.” 

Another factor was weather; op¬ 
erations were suspended in New 
Orleans because of the hurricane 
there. 

Immigrant rights activists na¬ 
tionwide had the rare advantage of 
knowing when to expect increased 


immigration enforcement, and 
they pushed “know-your-rights” 
campaigns hard. 

Activists reported one clear 
success story in Nashville, Tenn., 
on Monday. Neighbors noticed 
ICE surveillance in the area and 
helped a 12-year-old boy and 
man avoid arrest by calling oth¬ 
ers and then linking arms around 
their van. ICE officers eventually 
called off the operation to avoid 
escalation. 
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By Carole Feldman 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — About 3.1 million peo¬ 
ple would lose food stamp benefits under the 
Trump administration’s proposal to tighten 
automatic eligibility requirements for the 
food stamp program. 

The Agriculture Department said Tuesday 
that the rule would close “a loophole” that en¬ 
ables people receiving only minimal benefits 
from the Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families program to be eligible automatically 
for food stamps without undergoing further 
checks on their income or assets. 

“For too long, this loophole has been used 


to effectively bypass important eligibil¬ 
ity guidelines. Too often, states have misused 
this flexibility without restraint,” Agriculture 
Secretary Sonny Perdue said in a statement. 

The proposed rule is the latest in the Trump 
administration’s efforts to cut back on the Sup¬ 
plemental Nutritional Assistance Program, 
or SNAP, the official name of the food stamp 
program. It also has proposed to tighten work 
requirements for those who receive federal 
food assistance. 

USDA estimates that 1.7 million households 
— 3.1 million people — “will not otherwise 
meet SNAP’s income and asset eligibility 
prerequisites under the proposed rule.” That 
would result in a net savings of about $9.4 bil¬ 


lion over five years. 

Congress has rejected previous, similar at¬ 
tempts to change the expanded automatic eli¬ 
gibility provisions, most recently during the 
farm bill debate in 2018. 

Under the new proposal, to qualify for au¬ 
tomatic eligibility, people would have to get at 
least $50 a month in benefits from TANF for a 
minimum of six months. 

Perdue said the change is necessary for 
“preventing abuse of a critical safety net sys¬ 
tem so those who need food assistance the 
most are the only ones who receive it.” 

The rule, was expected to be published in 
the Federal Register on Wednesday. 
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Mueller: Report does 
not exonerate Trump 

Republicans defend president at hearing 



Andrew Harni/AP 


Former special counsel Robert Mueller testifies before the House Judiciary Committee 
hearing on his report on Russian election interference Wednesday. 


By Eric Tucker, 

Mary Clare Jalonick 
AND Michael Balsamo 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Former special 
counsel Robert Mueller on Wednesday dis¬ 
missed President Donald Trump’s claims 
that his investigation had exonerated the 
president of obstructing his probe into 
Russia’s efforts to help Trump win the 
2016 election. 

“The president was not exculpated for the 
acts that he allegedly committed,” Mueller 
declared at the opening of congressional 
hearings into his investigation. 

He described the Russian government’s 
efforts to interfere in American politics 
as among the most serious challenges to 
democracy he had encountered in his de- 
cadeslong career, which included steering 
the FBI after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. 

The televised Capitol Hill appearance, 
Mueller’s first since wrapping his two- 
year Russia probe last spring, unfolded at 
a moment of deep divisions in Congress 
and the country, with many Americans 
hardened in their opinions about the suc¬ 
cess of Trump’s presidency and whether 
impeachment proceedings are necessary. 
It was unclear whether hours of testimony 
will shape public opinion about Trump’s 
acts. 

Democrats hoped his testimony would 
weaken Trump’s reelection prospects in 
ways that Mueller’s book-length report did 
not. They hope that even if his testimony 
doesn’t inspire impeachment demands 
— House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has made 
clear she will not pursue impeachment, 
for now — Mueller could nonetheless un¬ 
ambiguously spell out questionable, norm- 
shattering actions by the president. 

In the first of the day’s two hearings. 


Republicans, by contrast, immediately 
defended Trump and criticized the Demo¬ 
crats for continuing to go after him. 

They highlighted Mueller’s conclusion of 
insufficient evidence to establish a crimi¬ 
nal conspiracy between the Trump cam¬ 
paign and Russia. 

“Those are the facts of the Mueller re¬ 
port. Russia meddled in the 2016 election,” 
said Rep. Doug Collins, the top Republican 
on the House Judiciary Committee. “The 
president did not conspire with Russians. 
Nothing we hear today will change those 
facts.” 

Mueller frequently gave terse, one-word 
answers to lawmakers’ questions and re¬ 
ferred back to the wording in his report. 
He at times appeared stilted and halting, 
and several times asked for questions to be 
repeated. 

Pressed as to why he hadn’t investigated 



Alex Brandon/AP 


Mueller, left, is given guidance by his top 
aide in the investigation, Aaron Zebley, 
right. 


a “dossier” of claims that the Republicans 
insist helped lead to the start of the probe, 
he said that was not his charge. 

That was “outside my purview,” he said 
repeatedly. 

Though Mueller declared at the outset 
that he would be limited in what he would 
say, the hearings nonetheless carried the 
extraordinary spectacle of a prosecutor dis¬ 
cussing in public a criminal investigation 
he conducted into a sitting U.S. president. 

Mueller, known for his taciturn na¬ 
ture, warned that he would not stray be¬ 
yond what’s already been revealed in his 
report. 

Additionally, the Justice Department 
instructed Mueller to stay strictly within 
those parameters, giving him a formal di¬ 
rective to point to if he faced questions he 
does not want to answer. 

On Tuesday, Democrats on the House 
judiciary and intelligence committees 
granted his request to have his top aide in 
the investigation, Aaron Zebley, sit at the 


table with him. 

Trump lashed out early Wednesday 
ahead of the hearing, saying on Twitter 
that “Democrats and others” are trying to 
fabricate a crime and pin it on “a very in¬ 
nocent President.” 

“Why didn’t Robert Mueller investi¬ 
gate the investigators?” Trump said in his 
tweet. 

In the second hearing, Mueller, respond¬ 
ing to a question from intelligence commit¬ 
tee Chairman Adam Schiff, a California 
Democrat, said his investigation into Rus¬ 
sian interference in the 2016 election was 
“not a witch hunt.” 

Schiff said the report is “methodical 
and devastating” during his prepared re¬ 
marks at the start of the second hearing 
Wednesday. 

Schiff said the report also tells the story 
of “disloyalty to country, about greed and 
about lies,” adding that what is at stake is 
“our next election, and the one after that, 
for generations to come.” 


House OKs bill to improve YA adaptive housing grants 


Servicemembers make incredible 
sacrifices for our freedom, and it is our 
responsibility to support them when they 
return home — particularly when they 
return with wounds from their service. ^ 

Rep. Mike Levin, D-Calif. 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

A bill to increase the amount 
of funding available to disabled 
veterans to adapt their homes to 
meet their needs is one step clos¬ 
er to becoming law. 

The Ryan Rules Specially 
Adaptive Housing Improvement 
Act of 2019 passed the House on 
Tuesday night by a voice vote. 

The new law, introduced by 
Reps. Mike Levin, D-Calif, and 
Gus Bilirakis, R-Fla., updates the 
Department of Veterans Affairs’ 
Specially Adapted Housing grant 
program, which now provides a 
maximum of $85,000 to veterans 
with certain permanent, service- 
connected disabilities, with the 
most common being bilateral 
amputees. 

The new law ups the amount of 
the grant to about $90,000 and al¬ 
lows veterans to receive funds up 
to six times. 


Following the vote, former 
Army Capt. Ryan Rules, for whom 
the legislation is named, said it 
was “a great step toward ensuring 
wounded veterans have access to 
flexible resources to adapt their 
homes, which helps meet their 
changing needs throughout life.” 

Rules is a double-amputee 
who works as the Wounded War¬ 
rior Project director of combat 
stress recovery. His testimony 
in Congress last year about his 
own challenges to adapt a home 
to accommodate his wheelchair 
helped lawmakers craft the bill. 

He said the VA grant that he re¬ 
ceived about 10 years ago did not 
cover the full cost of projects that 
included widening hallways and 
doorways, building a wheelchair 
ramp and lowering countertops 
in his home. Then, when his fam¬ 
ily grew and he moved to a new 
home, he was responsible for the 
cost of adapting the new house. 

Accessing the grant multiple 


times also allows for veterans 
to renovate their homes as their 
needs shift with age. Rules pri¬ 
marily uses a prosthetic leg now 
but imagines he will rely more on 
his wheelchair as he gets older. 

“The proposed changes will 
reduce financial stress for fami¬ 
lies like mine who use or need 
the Specially Adapted Housing 
benefit, and it will give them 
more peace of mind, freedom, 
and comfort in their homes. I’m 
grateful for the representatives 


who supported this act, and I look 
forward to its swift passage in the 
Senate,” Rules said in a prepared 
statement. 

The bill was introduced in the 
Senate as the Paul Benne Spe¬ 
cially Adaptive Housing Improve¬ 
ment Act of 2019 by Sens. Jerry 
Moran, R-Ran., and Ryrsten 
Sinema, D-Ariz. A hearing has 
not been scheduled for the Senate 
bill, and as the budget deadline 
approaches it is unclear whether 
the bill will see the same success 


as it did in the House. 

The House bill was amended to 
include legislation that Levin in¬ 
troduced to extend eligibility for 
the Fry Scholarship to spouses 
and children of members of the 
National Guard and Reserve who 
died of service-connected causes 
but whose deaths did not occur 
when the member was on active 
duty. 

“Servicemembers make in¬ 
credible sacrifices for our free¬ 
dom, and it is our responsibility 
to support them when they return 
home — particularly when they 
return with wounds from their 
service,” Levin said in a pre¬ 
pared statement. “The Specially 
Adapted Housing program is a 
critical tool we have to ensure 
that veterans have homes that fit 
their abilities, and improving the 
program will significantly raise 
their quality of life.” 

thayer.rose@s'tripes.com 

Twitter: (I)Rose_Lori 
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Judge blocks new Ark. anti-abortion laws 


By Andrew Demillo 

Associated Press 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — A federal judge 
blocked three new abortion restrictions 
from taking effect Wednesday in Arkan¬ 
sas, including a measure that opponents 
say would likely force the state’s only sur¬ 
gical abortion clinic to close. 

U.S. District Judge Kristine Baker 
granted a 14-day temporary restraining 
order shortly before midnight Tuesday. 
The 159-page ruling blocks the state from 
enforcing the new laws, including a mea¬ 
sure prohibiting the procedure 18 weeks 
into pregnancy. 

The blocked laws also included a re¬ 
quirement that doctors performing abor¬ 
tions be board-certified or board-eligible 
in obstetrics and gynecology. An official 
with a Little Rock clinic that performs sur¬ 


gical abortions said it has one physician 
who meets that requirement, but he works 
there only a few days every other month. 

Baker also blocked a law prohibiting 
doctors from performing an abortion if it’s 
being sought because the fetus has Down 
syndrome. 

The laws are being challenged by 
Planned Parenthood and Little Rock Fam¬ 
ily Planning Services, the state’s only sur¬ 
gical abortion clinic. Planned Parenthood 
offers only medication-induced abortions 
in Arkansas and earlier this month stopped 
providing abortions at its Fayetteville fa¬ 
cility while it looks for a new location. It 
continues to provide the procedure at its 
Little Rock center. 

The American Civil Liberties Union of 
Arkansas challenged the laws. The group’s 
spokeswoman. Holly Dickson, said early 
Wednesday that ACLU attorneys are re¬ 


We are 
so relieved 
that these 
bans and 


viewing the order. 

“We are so relieved 
that these bans and 
restrictions have 
been temporarily 
blocked from taking 

restrictions ^e are de- 

, . termined to see them 

nave oeen blocked for good,” 
temporarily Dickson said. 
hlnrUckrl ^ message left 

with a spokeswoman 
from taking for the Arkansas At- 
effect. ^ torney General’s 

u II r»- ir Office was not imme- 

Holly Dickson returned early 

ACLU Wednesday, 
spokeswoman Under current law, 
a physician licensed 
to practice medicine in Arkansas can per¬ 
form abortions. The additional qualifica¬ 


tion for doctors performing abortions to be 
board-certified or eligible is similar to a 
Mississippi law that a federal judge upheld 
last year. 

Opponents say the requirement would 
prevent a large number of physicians from 
performing the procedure. The state says 
it would protect patients. 

Little Rock Family Planning has said it 
has only one physician who meets that re¬ 
quirement, but he lives in California and 
works at the clinic only three to four days 
every other month. 

Arkansas is one of two states with an 18- 
week ban. Utah enacted a similar restric¬ 
tion this year but has agreed to not enforce 
it while it’s being challenged in federal 
court. 

Several states have laws banning abor¬ 
tion for genetic anomalies including Down 
syndrome. 



Noah K. Murray/AP 

Nia Franklin, center, reacts after being named Miss America 2019 in Atlantic CHy, N.J., last September. 
The Miss America Oi^anization says this year’s pageant will be held in Connecticut. 


There she goes: Miss America 
pageant moves to Connecticut 


By Wayne Parry 

Associated Press 

ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. — There she is. Here she 
isn’t. 

Miss America is leaving Atlantic City for the sec¬ 
ond time, trading one casino town for another in a 
move that caps a whirlwind of change at the nearly 
century-old pageant. 

This year’s pageant will be held at the Mohegan 
Sun Connecticut in Uncasville, Conn., the Miss 
America Organization said Tuesday. 

It will be broadcast on NBC on Dec. 19 in a switch 
from recent broadcaster ABC. 

“The Miss America Organization is proud to part¬ 
ner with Mohegan Sun as we return to our longtime 
NBC home,” said Regina Hopper, president and CEO 
of the Miss America Organization. “We are looking 
forward to a fresh take on this historic competition 
that will showcase the incredible women vying for 
the job of Miss America 2020.” 

Ray Pineault, president and general manager 
of Mohegan Sun, noted the college scholarship 
money the Miss America Organization provides to 


contestants. 

“Miss America is a storied organization that has 
a long history of empowering women, providing tre¬ 
mendous educational resources to women and serv¬ 
ing the overall public good,” he said. 

“We’re thrilled to be hosting an impactful event 
like the Miss America Competition in December, 
and we look forward to working with both Miss 
America and NBC on what will be a tremendous 
evening,” he said. 

The broadcast will be on a Thursday evening 
from 8 to 10 p.m. Eastern time, a departure from its 
longstanding fixture as a Sunday night event. 

Announcements by the Miss America Organiza¬ 
tion and NBC mentioned only this year’s competi¬ 
tion and did not address whether the pageant was 
making a multi-year commitment to Connecticut. 
Messages seeking clarification from pageant offi¬ 
cials were not immediately returned. 

The pageant began in Atlantic City in 1921 as a 
way to extend the summer tourism season beyond 
Labor Day weekend. It became synonymous with 
the New Jersey seaside resort but moved to Las 
Vegas in 2005, returning to Atlantic City in 2013. 


CEO: Schools rejected 
offer to pay students’ 
overdue bills for lunch 


By Mark Scolforo 

Associated Press 

The president of a Pennsylvania 
school board whose district had 
warned parents behind on lunch 
bills that their children could end 
up in foster care has rejected a 
CEO’s offer to cover the cost, the 
businessman said Tuesday. 

Todd Carmichael, chief execu¬ 
tive and co-founder of Philadel¬ 
phia-based La Colombe Coffee, 
said he offered to give Wyoming 
Valley West School District 
$22,000 to wipe out bills that gen¬ 
erated the recent warning letter 
to parents. 

But school board President 
Joseph Mazur rejected the offer 
during a phone conversation 
Monday, Carmichael spokesman 
Aren Platt said Tuesday. Mazur 
argued that money is owed by 
parents who can afford to pay, 
Platt said. 

“The position of Mr. Carmi¬ 
chael is, irrespective of afflu¬ 
ence, irrespective of need, he just 
wants to wipe away this debt,” 
Platt said. 

Mazur did not return a phone 
message left at his home. Wyo¬ 
ming Valley West’s solicitor, 
Charles Coslett, said he did not 
know what the school board plans 
to do. 

“I don’t know what my client’s 
intention is at this point,” Coslett 
said. “That’s the end of the line.” 

In a letter sent to newspapers 
in the Wilkes-Barre area on Mon¬ 
day, Carmichael said his offer 
was motivated in part because 
he received free meals as a child 
growing up near Spokane, Wash. 

“I know what it means to be 
hungry,” Carmichael wrote. “I 
know what it means to feel shame 
for not being able to afford food.” 

Carmichael said Tuesday in 
a phone interview that his offer 
stands. 

“I’m just going to hold on and 
I’m going to continue to be op- 



Matt Rourke/AP 


Todd Carmichael, chief executive 
and co-founder of Philadelphia- 
based La Colombe Coffee, said 
he is offering to pay a $22,000 
debt a school system is saying 
parents owe for student lunches. 

timistic and see if we can’t do 
something,” Carmichael said. 
“Even if you’re a difficult person, 
we’re in. What can we do?” 

The letters from the school dis¬ 
trict warned parents that they 
“can be sent to dependency court 
for neglecting your child’s right to 
food” and that the children could 
be removed and placed in foster 
care. 

Child welfare authorities have 
told the district that Luzerne 
County does not run its foster sys¬ 
tem that way. 

Luzerne County’s manager 
and child welfare agency direc¬ 
tor wrote to Superintendent Irvin 
DeRemer, demanding the district 
stop making what it called false 
claims. DeRemer has not re¬ 
turned messages in recent days. 

In an editorial Tuesday, the 
Times-Tribune of Scranton called 
the threats shameful and an act of 
hubris. 
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Doctors: Havana 
incidents altered 
diplomats' brains 



Comedian Jon Stewart, right, and John Feal, a recovery worker at the Worid Trade Center site, attend a 
press conference marking the Senate’s passage of a 9/11 victims’ compensation bill Tuesday. 

approves bill to 
9/11 victims fund 


By Nora Gamez Torres 
El Nuevo Herald 

MIAMI — Whatever happened 
in Havana, where several U.S. 
diplomats became ill after hear¬ 
ing strange sounds, changed the 
brain structure of those affected, 
according to a new study pub¬ 
lished Tuesday. 

Scientists at the University of 
Pennsylvania Perelman School 
of Medicine analyzed magnetic 
resonance imaging scans of 40 
people — 23 men and 17 women 
— who were exposed to sounds 
or vibrations while they were in 
the Cuban capital. When com¬ 
pared with images from two 
control groups, the researchers 
found “significant differences” 
between the groups in the volume 
of white and gray matter in the 
cerebellum and the “functional 
connectivity in the auditory and 
visuospatial subnetworks.” 

The first incidents in Havana 
were reported at the end of 2016 
and the most recent in May of 
last year. The U.S. State Depart¬ 
ment confirmed that so far 26 
diplomats and family members 
had been affected by what they 
considered attacks against their 
personnel. 

The study includes personnel 
who could have been exposed to 
an alleged “directional source” 
of energy, officials and scientists 
have speculated following the de¬ 
scriptions given by the patients. 

The changes found in the new 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The House 
overwhelmingly approved a reso¬ 
lution Tuesday opposing an inter¬ 
national effort to boycott Israel, 
a rare bipartisan vote as Demo¬ 
crats try to tamp down increas¬ 
ingly heated political rhetoric 
over differences with the long¬ 
time U.S. ally. 

Democrats have been wrestling 
with the issue all year. 

Liberal lawmakers, most nota¬ 
bly Reps. Ilhan Omar, D-Minn., 
and Rashida Tlaib, D-Mich., two 
newly elected Muslim Ameri¬ 
cans, have spoken out about the 
Boycott, Divest and Sanctions 
movement, known as BDS, as 
they criticize Israel’s treatment 
of Palestinians, particularly in 
the occupied territories. 

Republicans have amplified the 
views of the left flank to portray 
Democrats as deeply divided and 
at odds with Israel. 


study of the Cuba patients, the 
most detailed so far, are consis¬ 
tent with some of the symptoms 
they have experienced, such as 
dizziness, balance problems and 
a decrease in cognitive abilities. 

The researchers could not con¬ 
nect the observed changes to spe¬ 
cific diagnoses, such as a mild 
brain traumatic injury or concus¬ 
sion, a suggestion made earlier in 
a previous article that published 
partial data of 21 patients, also 
authored by the UPenn team. 

Scientists at the University of 
Miami, who first assessed the 
affected officials, had also ques¬ 
tioned the concussion theory. 
Instead, the UM team said they 
found that the patients had a 
unique pattern of balance and 
cognitive dysfunctions. They also 
presented damages to the ves¬ 
tibular system of the inner ear, 
which is responsible for sensing 
the position of the body. 

After more than two years and 
investigations by the FBI, the 
State Department and other agen¬ 
cies, the incidents in Havana, ini¬ 
tially known as “sonic attacks,” 
remain a mystery. 

The State Department has said 
that it is still not known who or 
what caused them. 

The incidents created a diplo¬ 
matic crisis between Washington 
and Havana. The United States 
withdrew almost all of its em¬ 
bassy staff and suspended visa 
processing in Havana. 


The resolution passed on a vote 
of 398-17. 

House Democrats have been 
eager to vote to show support for 
Israel and, for those lawmakers 
from more conservative areas, to 
resist having the party be defined 
by its most liberal members. 

Rep. Steny Hoyer, D-Md., the 
m^ority leader, had promised 
lawmakers the bill would come 
up for a vote before the August 
recess. 

It’s a way to shield House Dem¬ 
ocrats from continued Republi¬ 
can efforts to attack them around 
the issue of Israel, according to a 
Hoyer aide who spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity to discuss the 
private conversations. 

Omar, a member of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee, was among 
the only lawmakers to voice ob¬ 
jection when the bill was included 
in a package the panel approved 
last week. 


Senate 

extend 

By Matthew Daly 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Senate 
gave final legislative approval 
Tuesday to a bill ensuring that a 
victims’ compensation fund re¬ 
lated to the Sept. 11 attacks never 
runs out of money. 

The 97-2 vote sends the bill to 
President Donald Trump, who is 
expected to sign it. 

The vote came after Democrat¬ 
ic senators agreed to allow votes 
on amendments sponsored by 
two Republican senators who had 
been blocking the widely popular 
bill. The Senate easily defeated 
the amendments proposed by 
GOP Sens. Mike Lee, of Utah, 
and Rand Paul, of Kentucky. Lee 
and Paul voted against the bill’s 
final passage. 

Democratic Sen. Kirsten Gil- 
librand, of New York, said 9/11 
first responders and their fami¬ 
lies have had “enough of political 
games” that delayed passage of 
the bill for months. 


“Our 9/11 heroes deserve this 
program as written,” Gillibrand 
said. “Let our heroes go home and 
live in peace and finally exhale.” 

The bill would extend through 
2092 a fund created after the 2001 
terrorist attacks, essentially mak¬ 
ing it permanent. The $7.4 billion 
fund is rapidly being depleted, 
and administrators recently cut 
benefit payments by up to 70%. 

The Congressional Budget Of¬ 
fice estimates the House-passed 
bill would result in about $10.2 
billion in additional compensa¬ 
tion payments over 10 years, in¬ 
cluding more than $4 billion for 
claims already filed. 

Senate Democratic Leader 
Chuck Schumer, of New York, 
said the bill guarantees “once and 
for all that the heroes who rushed 
to the towers 18 years ago will no 
longer have to worry about com¬ 
pensation for their families when 
they’re gone.” 

First responders “won’t have 
to return to Congress anymore to 
fight for the compensation they 


always should have been given,” 
Schumer said. “They will be able 
to go home, attend to their illness¬ 
es, their family members, their 
friends. That’s what they always 
wanted to do, just take care of 
themselves and their families.” 

Senate M^ority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, who been the sub¬ 
ject of withering attacks from 
comedian Jon Stewart and other 
activists, also hailed passage of 
the bill. The legislations makes 
“solemn commitments” to fire¬ 
fighters, police officers and other 
first responders who “rushed 
selflessly toward the World Trade 
Center” just moments after the 
2001 terrorist attacks began, Mc¬ 
Connell said. 

“Congress can never repay 
these men, women and families 
for their sacrifices. But we can do 
our small part to try and make our 
heroes whole,” McConnell said on 
the Senate floor. “That’s why the 
Senate has never failed to attend 
to the (victims’) fund before. We 
weren’t about to do so now.” 


Pot legalization bills introduced in Congress 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Bills that would legalize and 
tax marijuana at the national level and provide 
opportunities for people convicted of federal pot 
crimes to clear their records were introduced Tues¬ 
day in Congress. 

The companion legislation in the House and Sen¬ 
ate were introduced by Sen. Kamala Harris, of 
California, and New York Rep. Jarrold Nadler, the 
chairman of the powerful House Judiciary Commit¬ 
tee. Both are Democrats. 

“Times have changed — marijuana should not be 
a crime,” said Harris, who is running for president. 
“We need to start regulating marijuana, and expunge 
marijuana convictions from the records of millions of 
Americans so they can get on with their lives.” 

The tax revenue from legalization would support 


job training, substance abuse treatment, literacy 
programs and other services for individuals and 
communities hit hard by drug enforcement. Some of 
the revenue would also support programs designed 
to help “socially and economically disadvantaged 
individuals” start their own marijuana businesses. 

While support for marijuana legalization has 
gained traction in Congress it’s still a long shot that 
a bill will pass this session. Still, Nadler’s introduc¬ 
tion means the issue is very likely to get a hearing 
before his committee. 

“Never in American history has the chairman of 
the Judiciary introduced a bill to end federal mari¬ 
juana criminalization,” said Justin Strekal, political 
director of the Washington-based National Organi¬ 
zation for the Reform of Marijuana Laws. 


House adopts resolution 
opposing Israel boycott 
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Franky Zapata performs a training flight over the Saint Inglevert airport near Calais, Northern France, on 
Wednesday in preparation for an attempted crossing of the English Channel. 

Frenchman to try flying across 
English Channel on his flyboard 

Associated Press 

SAINT INGLEVERT, France 

— The man who wowed the 
crowd on Bastille Day, whirl¬ 
ing over France’s invited leaders 
on his flyboard, is undertaking 
final checks for his biggest chal¬ 
lenge: to soar across the English 
Channel. 

Franky Zapata told reporters 
Wednesday that it’s all systems 
go but conceded it’s “not an easy 
challenge.” 

Zapata is to take off on Thurs¬ 
day anchored to his flyboard — a 
small flying platform he invented 

— from Sangatte, in France’s Pas 
de Calais region, to the Dover 
area in southeast England. 

He said he’s confident but that 
he didn’t want to make projec¬ 
tions about his arrival across the 
22.4-mile stretch of water. 

He expects his average speed 
to be about 87 mph per hour. 

He said: “You’re like a bird. It’s 
your body that flies.” 



Group: Iraq mismanagingwater crisis 


Associated Press 

BASRA, Iraq — Increased 
rainfall in Iraq this year has 
helped alleviate a water crisis in 
Basra and may avert the kind of 
large-scale and violent protests 
that afflicted the southern prov¬ 
ince last summer. 

However, a leading rights group 
and many Basra residents accuse 
Iraqi authorities of doing little 
to address the underlying condi¬ 
tions causing the water shortages 
and pollution crisis, warning of 
outbreaks of water-borne dis¬ 
eases and continued economic 
hardship for the governorate’s 4 
million people. 

“The government urgently 
needs to act,” Belkis Wille, of 
Human Rights Watch, told a 
press conference in Baghdad, 


where the organization released 
its report on Basra’s water crisis. 
“The people of Iraq have a right 
to know what is in their environ¬ 
ment and how to keep safe.” 

The report, titled “Basra is 
Thirsty: Iraq’s Failure to Man¬ 
age the Water Crisis,” said a 
full year after Basra’s violent 
protests, authorities continue to 
allow activities that pollute the 
province’s water resources de¬ 
spite the health risks to residents. 
Promised government projects to 
improve water quality have failed 
to materialize due to mismanage¬ 
ment and corruption, it said, and 
it warned of outbreaks of water¬ 
borne diseases if the problems 
are left unaddressed. 

Basra’s acute water problems 
have been going on for decades, 
leading to outbreaks of protests 


every summer. The protests 
turned into a full-blown crisis last 
year after thousands of people 
were hospitalized due to stomach 
ailments and skin rashes blamed 
on the water quality. 

The contaminated water, along 
with other failing city services 
and soaring unemployment, also 
led to violent protests and riot¬ 
ing in Basra, Iraq’s oil-exporting 
capital. During a week of dem¬ 
onstrations, protesters set fire to 
government buildings and offices 
of Iranian-backed militias that 
they blame for mismanagement 
and profiteering while residents 
struggle with poverty. 

After years of meager rains, 
Iraq had seen its wettest winter 
in a generation, restoring fresh¬ 
water marshes in southern Iraq 
and bringing welcome relief 


China says US 
is undermining 
giobai stabiiity 


By Yanan Wang 
Associated Press 

BEIJING — China on Wednes¬ 
day accused the U. S. of undermin¬ 
ing global stability with unilateral 
policies and “power politics” in 
the Chinese Defense Ministry’s 
first comprehensive outline of its 
policies since President Xi Jin¬ 
ping came to power. 

The U.S. was the first coun¬ 
try mentioned in the document’s 
opening section about “promi¬ 
nent destabilizing factors” and 
“profound changes” in the inter¬ 
national security environment. 

“The U.S. has adjusted its 
national security and defense 
strategies, and adopted unilat¬ 
eral policies,” China said in the 
document. “It has provoked and 
intensified competition among 
countries, significantly increased 
its defense expenditure ... and 
undermined global strategic 
stability.” 

The document is China’s first 
comprehensive national defense 
white paper published since the 
18th National Party Congress in 
2012, said Hu Kaihong, a spokes¬ 
man for the State Council Infor¬ 
mation Office. It is the 10th white 
paper of its kind since 1998. 

The white paper said China 
will not renounce the use of force 
in efforts to reunify Taiwan with 
the mainland and vowed to take 
all necessary military measures 
to defeat “separatists.” 

China listed among its top pri¬ 
orities its resolve to contain “Tai¬ 
wan independence” and combat 
what it considers separatist forc¬ 
es in Tibet and the far west region 
of Xinjiang. While highlighting 
China’s “defensive” approach, 
the report also pledged to “surely 
counterattack if attacked.” 

China’s paramilitary police 
have helped Xinjiang authorities 
“take out 1,588 violent terrorist 
gangs and capture 12,995 terror¬ 
ists,” the report said. 

The U.S., independent analysts 
and human rights groups have 
estimated that around 1 million 
Muslims have been detained in 
internment camps as part of what 
the government calls a counter¬ 
terrorism campaign. 

Former Uighur and Kazakh 
detainees and their families have 
accused China of punishing reli¬ 
gious expression and separating 
children from their parents. They 
say members of their predomi¬ 
nantly Muslim ethnic groups have 
been arbitrarily detained and sub¬ 
ject to political indoctrination. 

China has long called the Dalai 
Lama a dangerous separatist. But 
the exiled Tibetan Buddhist spiri¬ 
tual leader maintains that he only 
wants a greater degree of autono¬ 


my for the region. 

Defense Ministry spokesman 
Wu Qian said the threat of Tai¬ 
wan separatism is growing and 
warned that those who are seek¬ 
ing Taiwan independence will 
meet a dead end. 

“It anyone dares to separate 
Taiwan from China, the Chinese 
army will certainly fight, reso¬ 
lutely defending the country’s 
sovereign unity and territorial 
integrity,” Wu said. 

Taiwan, a democratically gov¬ 
erned island, split from the Com¬ 
munist Party-ruled mainland 
China amid civil war in 1949. 
China maintains that Taiwan is 
part of its territory and seeks 
“complete reunification.” 

The U.S. has repeatedly raised 
Beijing’s ire by selling arms to 
Taiwan. 

While the U.S. does not have 
formal diplomatic ties with Tai¬ 
wan, U.S. law requires that it 
provide Taiwan with sufficient 
defense equipment and services 
for self-defense. 

Earlier this month, the U.S. 
tentatively approved a sale of $2.2 
billion in arms to Taiwan — a pro¬ 
posal which had prompted China 
to threaten sanctions against the 
U.S. Taiwan’s Defense Ministry 
said it made the request in light 
of a growing military threat from 
China. 

The white paper also pointed 
to US., Japanese and Australian 
moves to beef up their military 
presence and alliances in the 
Asia-Pacific as bringing uncer¬ 
tainties to the region. 

The U.S. deployment of a mis¬ 
sile defense system in South 
Korea has severely undermined 
the regional strategic balance, 
the report said. 

It further noted Japan’s rein¬ 
terpretation of its post-World War 
II constitution to allow its mili¬ 
tary to operate farther from its 
shores. 

China’s military expansion in 
recent years has prompted con¬ 
cerns among other Pacific coun¬ 
tries in a region long dominated 
by the U.S. Navy. China’s devel¬ 
opment of anti-ship ballistic and 
cruise missiles in particular has 
been seen as an effort to deter 
U.S. military and naval access to 
parts of the Asia-Pacific region. 

“China exercises its national 
sovereignty to build infrastruc¬ 
ture and deploy necessary defen¬ 
sive capabilities on the islands 
and reefs in the South China Sea, 
and to conduct patrols in the wa¬ 
ters of Diaoyu Islands in the East 
China Sea,” said the white paper, 
referring to disputed waters and 
islands, which Japan calls the 
Senkaku Islands. 
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Matt Dunham/AP 

New British Prime Minister Boris Johnson speaks outside 10 Downing Street in London on Wednesday. Johnson has replaced 
Theresa May following her resignation last month after Parliament repeatedly rejected her Brexit withdrawal agreement. 

Johnson becomes prime minister 

Former London mayor takes over a United Kingdom deeply divided over Brexit 


By Jill Lawless and Danica Kirka 
Associated Press 

LONDON — Boris Johnson became 
Britain’s new prime minister Wednesday, 
vowing to lead the U.K. out of the Europe¬ 
an Union, “no ifs, ands or buts.” 

Standing outside the shiny black door of 
10 Downing St., Johnson said that “after 
three years of unfounded self-doubt, it is 
time to change the record.” 

He derided “the doubters, the doomsters, 
the gloomsters” who believe the ebullient 
but chaotic Johnson cannot succeed in 
breaking the Brexit impasse that defeated 
his predecessor, Theresa May. 

Johnson has just 99 days to make good 
on his promise to deliver Brexit by Oct. 31, 
come what may. 

The former mayor of London and for¬ 
eign secretary is getting Britain’s top job 
in politics after winning a contest to lead 
the governing Conservative Party. 

Famed for his bravado, quips in Latin 


NAPLES, Italy — Nationwide transport 
strikes will disrupt Italy’s bus, subway and 
rail services on Wednesday and airline 
flights on Friday, causing potential diffi¬ 
culties for US. military personnel. 

An eight-hour rail stoppage has halt¬ 
ed passenger trains until at least 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, while a separate 24-hour 
strike hit taxi services and ferries, the Ital¬ 
ian news agency ANSA reported. Public 
buses also will be idled during a four-hour 
strike that will hit cities at different times, 
it said. 

Meanwhile, unions plan to strike for up 
to 24 hours at Italy’s airports on Friday. 
Pilots, flight attendants and baggage han- 


and blond mop of hair, Johnson easily de¬ 
feated Conservative rival Jeremy Hunt, 
winning two-thirds of the votes of about 
160,000 party members across the U.K. 

He replaces May, who announced her 
resignation last month after Parliament 
repeatedly rejected the withdrawal agree¬ 
ment she struck with the 28-nation bloc. 
That has left Britain stranded in Brexit 
limbo as the U.K.’s departure from the EU 
was delayed past its long-scheduled March 
exit date. 

Johnson took office in a day of carefully 
choreographed political drama that began 
with May attending the weekly Prime 
Minister’s Questions period in the House 
of Commons for the last time. 

The usually boisterous session was sub¬ 
dued, with Conservative colleagues prais¬ 
ing May’s sense of duty and opposition 
leaders offering best wishes, while aim¬ 
ing their fire at her replacement. May just 
shook her head when Labour Party leader 
Jeremy Corbyn asked if she would help 


dlers will be taking part. 

Because the strike involves airport em¬ 
ployees and not a specific carrier, there 
is no way to foresee which flights will be 
canceled and adjust reservations to avoid 
them, said a customer service representa¬ 
tive for Sato Travel, which books flights for 
military personnel. 

If possible, servicemembers should 
change a Friday flight to Sunday because 
Saturday is likely to be backed up from all 
the passengers who were unable to fly on 
Friday, the representative said. 

Postponing a flight can be troublesome 
for servicemembers who are expected to 
show up on a particular day for an assign¬ 
ment, but in this case a tardy arrival might 
be unavoidable, she said. 

Travelers are entitled to a refund or 


him stop “the reckless plans of her succes¬ 
sor,” who has vowed to leave the EU if nec¬ 
essary without a Brexit divorce deal. 

May offered Johnson slightly muted 
praise, saying she was pleased to hand 
over to a Conservative committed to “de¬ 
livering on the vote of the British people in 
2016 and to delivering a bright future for 
this country.” 

As she left the Commons chamber. May 
was given a standing ovation by Conser¬ 
vative lawmakers, many of whom helped 
bring her down by rejecting her Brexit 
deal. 

With husband, Philip, by her side. May 
said it had been “the greatest honor” to 
serve as prime minister. 

Reminding her successor of the risks 
posed by a disruptive Brexit, May said 
the new government’s priority must be 
“to complete our exit from the European 
Union in a way that works for the whole 
United Kingdom.” 


compensation when a strike causes a flight 
to be canceled to and from most European 
countries, according to European Union 
regulations. 

Authorities have appealed to the unions 
to limit the strikes at airports to four hours, 
saying the country’s transportation sys¬ 
tem is still recovering from the problems 
caused by a railway fire near Florence 
on Monday. The suspected arson caused 
four-hour delays in trains running through 
Rome. 

Union leaders, who timed the strikes 
during the busy travel season for maxi¬ 
mum impact, have not yet announced how 
long the airport worker strike will last. 

wyland.scott(i)stripes.com 

Twitter: (I>wylandstripes 


Japanese utility 
will scrap 4 
more reactors 
at Fukushima 

By Mari Yamaguchi 
Associated Press 

TOKYO — The operator of the nuclear 
plant wrecked by a 2011 earthquake and 
tsunami said Wednesday that it will de¬ 
commission four more reactors in north¬ 
eastern Japan in addition to those already 
being scrapped. 

Tokyo Electric Power Co. Holdings said 
a final decision on dismantling the four re¬ 
actors at the Fukushima Dai-ni plant will 
be formally approved at a board meeting, 
expected later this month. 

Nearby Fukushima Dai-ichi had melt¬ 
downs in three reactors and structural 
damage in a fourth during the disaster. 
All six reactors, including four that are 
currently being decommissioned, will 
be dismantled in a process that will take 
decades. 

TEPCO President Tomoaki Kobayakawa 
told Fukushima Gov. Masao Uchibori that 
it will take about 40 years to finish decom¬ 
missioning all four reactors at Fukushima 
Dai-ni. Kobayakawa told the governor that 
the company also plans to build a new facil¬ 
ity at the Dai-ni complex to move spent fuel 
from cooling pools to dry casks — a safer 
long-term storage option recommended by 
experts. 

The plan means all 10 of TEPCO’s re¬ 
actors in Fukushima will be dismantled. 
Kobayakawa, however, said the additional 
decommissioning won’t affect the ongoing 
work at Fukushima Dai-ichi, which is al¬ 
ready a challenge. 

The plan still needs approval by the 
Nuclear Regulation Authority. Its acting 
chairman, Satoru Tanaka, told reporters 
that the committee will carefully study 
TEPCO’s Fukushima Dai-ni decommis¬ 
sioning plan. “Obviously, TEPCO must 
carry out a plan without affecting” the on¬ 
going cleanup work, he said. 

Fukushima officials and residents have 
demanded the decommissioning, saying 
the uncertainty hampers reconstruction in 
the region. 

Uchibori welcomed TEPCO’s plan to 
decommission additional reactors “as an 
important step toward achieving decom¬ 
missioning of all reactors in the prefec¬ 
ture.” The governor said he will consult 
officials from the plant’s two host towns, 
Naraha and Tomioka, about the proposed 
spent fuel storage plan. 

Last year, TEPCO said it will decide on 
the timeline and other details before for¬ 
mally announcing the dismantling of four 
reactors at the Fukushima No. 2 plant. 

The company has said the decommis¬ 
sioning will cost about $2.5 billion in ad¬ 
dition to the estimated $200 billion needed 
for the ongoing cleanup at the wrecked Fu¬ 
kushima Dai-ichi plant. 

TEPCO would be left with only the 
Kashiwazaki-Kariwa plant in Niigata, in 
northern Japan, to produce nuclear power. 
Local restart approvals for two of its seven 
reactors are pending more than eight years 
after the Fukushima disaster. 

Other nuclear plant operators have also 
opted to decommission aging reactors due 
to hefty spending to meet new safety stan¬ 
dards put in place after the disaster, mak¬ 
ing nuclear power far more expensive than 
it used to be. 

Of the 54 workable commercial reactors 
that used to operate in Japan before the Fu¬ 
kushima accident, 24 of them, including 10 
of TEPCO’s, are designated for scrapping. 


Italian strikes likely to affect military travelers 

By Scott Wyland 
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Canoeing on the creek 

Jan and Gordon Connell take their grandson, Wyatt Connell, out in a canoe Sunday on North 
Chickamauga Creek in Hixson, Tenn., during Family Fun Day at Greenway Farm City Park. 


Baby alligator found 
in swimming pool 

lyW BAYPORT — Authori¬ 
ty 1 ties said a Bayport, 
Long Island, family found an 8- 
inch baby alligator swimming in 
their pool over the weekend. 

The Suffolk County Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals and the New York State 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation are trying to deter¬ 
mine how the alligator was found 
in the area. It is illegal to possess 
alligators in New York. 

The SPCA said it took custody 
of the alligator to protect the pub¬ 
lic, and it encourages anyone who 
has an illegal pet to turn it in. 

The alligator was to be trans¬ 
ported to a licensed facility. 

Several Apollo 14 
‘moon trees’ are lost 

Kl IWI ALBUQUERQUE 
ly I w I — Five trees planted 
in New Mexico from seeds taken 
to the moon during the Apollo 
14 mission and given to the state 
by NASA have all died or been 
forgotten. 

KOAT-TV in Albuquerque re¬ 
ported officials where the trees 
were planted decades ago admit 
they have lost track of the trees. 

Other states have kept up with 
moon tree locations. 

Moon trees were grown from 
500 seeds taken into orbit around 
the moon by former US. For¬ 
est Service smokejumper Stuart 
Roosa during the 1971 mission. 

Jeep Wrangler tires 
slashed at seashore 

ly^ OUTER BANKS — 
ly Authorities in North 
Carolina said a tire-slasher at 
Cape Hatteras National Seashore 
is apparently targeting Jeep 
Wranglers. 

The Charlotte Observer report¬ 
ed Bodie and Hatteras islands 
saw a rash of vandalism that left 
seven cars with slashed tires, 
sometimes including the spare. 

A news release from park ser¬ 
vices said seven owners in the 
past two weeks have reported 
puncture damages to their tires. 

Five of those vehicles were 
Wranglers. Cape Hatteras of¬ 
ficials didn’t speculate on why 
Wranglers were targeted. 

4 deputies Injured, 
horse punched at fair 

TURLOCK — Authori- 
ties said four Northern 
California deputies were injured, 
a horse was punched and five 
people were arrested in a brawl 
at the Stanislaus County Fair. 

The Modesto Bee said sheriffs 
deputies watching a line at a beer 
booth Sunday noticed a man 
wearing gang clothing who ap¬ 
peared to be drunk and trying to 
start fights. Authorities said the 
fair doesn’t allow gang symbols 
or clothing. 

Sheriff’s Sgt. Josh Clayton said 
while deputies talked to that man, 
that another man began throw¬ 
ing punches, hitting two depu¬ 
ties, and other crowd members 
got involved. Authorities said a 
man punched a Sheriff’s Depart¬ 


ment horse that had knocked him 
down, spilling his beer. 

The department says the depu¬ 
ties and the horse are fine. 

Sign leads some to 
leave church service 

W A APPOMATTOX — The 
w sign outside a church in 
Virginia reads “America: Love it 
or leave it.” Several congregants 
decided to leave the church. 

Pastor E.W Lucas said some 
members walked out of the Sunday 
service over the sign. Lucas said 
he stands by the Friendship Bap¬ 
tist Church sign and it is meant to 
make a statement about the pohti- 
cal divisions in Washington. 

The pastor has said that people 
who want to criticize the presi¬ 
dent and the country should “go 
over there and live in these other 
countries for a little while.” 

His comment echoes President 
Donald Trump, who recently 


tweeted that four minority con¬ 
gresswomen should return to “the 
totally broken and crime infested 
places from which they came.” 

Woman posts selfle 
with a zoo monkey 

ly WX BISMARCK — Police 
ly said a Mandan woman 
could be charged with trespass¬ 
ing for jumping a protective fence 
at the Dakota Zoo in Bismarck. 

Authorities said the 18-year- 
old woman scaled a fence at the 
monkey exhibit and touched one 
of the animals. She posted a selfie 
on social media. 

Police said the Bismarck city 
attorney is reviewing the case. 

Goose freed from 
pizza driver’s grille 

WT BURLINGTON — Au- 
w I thorities said a goose 
that got stuck in a pizza delivery 


driver’s car grille in Vermont is 
expected to make a full recovery. 

Driver Ryan Harrington told 
WCAX-TV he saw a goose wad¬ 
dling across the road in Burling¬ 
ton on Saturday. He slammed his 
brakes, but heard a thud and knew 
he struck the bird. He wasn’t pre¬ 
pared to see it stuck in his car 
— and alive — when he returned 
to work. 

His manager reached a police 
dispatcher who alerted authori¬ 
ties and a nonprofit animal res¬ 
cue group. The fire department 
arrived to help free the goose. 

The goose was taken to a wild¬ 
life rehabber in Poultney who 
said it may have a broken pelvis, 
but they expect it will survive. 

BIN would outlaw 
declawlng cats 

lyi A BOSTON — Massa- 
Iwl^A chusetts lawmakers 
are weighing a ban on the prac- 


THE CENSUS 

$50K 

The amount of money that property 
stolen from a landlord in Wyoming is 
said to be worth. The Jackson Hole 
News & Guide reported that Michael 
Lynch, 36, was arrested Friday after 
skipping a court appearance on police 
claims that he stole the property. Lynch 
initially was arrested in June in connec¬ 
tion with the theft of high-dollar silver 
and gold coins, computer gear and 
other items from his landlord. 


tice of declawing cats. 

Supporters of the measure say 
declawing is cruel and painful. 
They say cats rely on their paws 
and claws to groom themselves 
and to help protect and defend 
their bodies. The practice in¬ 
volves amputating a cat’s toes to 
the first knuckle. 

A public hearing on a bill that 
would prohibit declawing was 
held Monday before the Commit¬ 
tee on Consumer Protection and 
Professional Licensure. 

Police dog dies after 
sniffing drugs at prison 

A I MONTGOMERY — A 
prison search dog in 
Alabama that was injured after 
sniffing synthetic marijuana was 
expected to make a full recovery, 
but now authorities say he has 
died. 

The Alabama Department 
of Corrections announced the 
dog, named Jake, died over the 
weekend when he developed 
pneumonia. 

The prison system said the dog 
was searching a housing dorm 
for contraband at Staton Correc¬ 
tional Facility with emergency 
response teams. Jake became 
unresponsive after alerting on a 
powdery substance that turned 
out to be synthetic marijuana. 

Veterinarians initially said he 
was improving after suffering an 
allergic reaction. His condition 
deteriorated over the weekend 
when he developed a secondary 
infection. 

Disney worker punched 
by an Irate tourist 

PI LAKE BUENA VISTA 
r L — Authorities said a 
23-year-old tourist from Chica¬ 
go punched a worker in the face 
when her FastPass wasn’t valid 
for the Tower of Terror ride at 
Disney’s Hollywood Studios. 

An Orange County Sheriff’s re¬ 
port says the Disney World cast 
member offered to help the wom¬ 
an’s group on July 13, but they 
only became angrier. 

The Orlando Sentinel reported 
the woman started pushing but¬ 
tons on the podium that could 
have affected the ride. When the 
employee pushed her hand away, 
the woman punched her in the 
face. 

The group left the ride, but 
security tracked them down. 
Disney officials tell the Sentinel 
they issued a lifetime ban on the 
woman. 

From wire reports 
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Netflix film can’t quite prove that Facebook helped elect Trump 


By Anick Jesdanun 
Associated Press 

The new documentary “The Great Hack” 
captures how Facebook’s cavalier handling 
of user data in the Cambridge Analytica 
scandal posed a threat to democracy. But it 
doesn’t prove the movie’s claims that the ill- 
gotten data helped elect Donald Trump. 

The movie, now available globally on Net¬ 
flix, follows former Cambridge Analytica 
executive Brittany Kaiser around the world. 
She reveals internal emails, calendar entries 
and video sales pitches, although the movie 
doesn’t quite connect the dots on what the 
documents really say. 

Instead, the movie is mostly a recap of 
what’s already been reported in various 
news outlets. If you’ve never heard of Cam¬ 
bridge Analytica, or you aren’t steeped in all 
the details of the scandal that landed Mark 
Zuckerberg in front of Congress and his 
company under m^or federal investigations, 
“The Great Hack” provides a good overview 
on the way companies like Facebook collect 
and use data to influence your thinking. 

Cambridge Analytica drew data through a 
Facebook app that purported to be a psycho¬ 
logical research tool. Roughly 270,000 peo¬ 
ple downloaded and shared personal details 
with the app. Under Facebook’s policies at 


the time, the app was able to draw informa¬ 
tion from those users’ friends as well, even 
though those friends never consented. Face- 
book said as many as 87 million people might 
have had their data accessed. 

The app was designed by 
ANALYSIS then-CambridgeUniversity 
psychology professor Alek¬ 
sandr Kogan. Cambridge 
Analytica, whose clients included Trump’s 
2016 general election campaign, paid Kogan 
for a copy of the data, even though the firm 
was not authorized to have that information. 
Cambridge Analytica shifted the blame to 
Kogan, who in turn accused Facebook of try¬ 
ing to deflect attention from what he called 
its own negligent and systematic exposure of 
user data. The scandal broke in March 2018 
after newspapers reported that Cambridge 
Analytica still had data it had promised to 
delete. 

Listening to Kaiser, a self-described 
whistleblower, you might think Cambridge 
Analytica won the election for Trump. Kai¬ 
ser, who was the firm’s business develop¬ 
ment director, explained that the data helped 
Cambridge Analytica identify “persuadable 
voters.” She said the firm targeted blogs, 
websites, articles, videos and ads specifically 
at them “until they saw the world the way we 
wanted them to.” 


David Carroll, a Parsons School of Design 
professor who is also heavily featured in the 
movie, said that given how close the election 
was in certain states, just turning a “tiny 
slice of the population” was enough. 

Federal election records show that the 
Trump campaign paid Cambridge Analytica 
roughly $6 million. Cambridge Analytica 
said it never used Kogan’s data in its work for 
Trump. The Trump campaign also denied 
using the firm’s data. 

Experts say Cambridge Analytica’s influ¬ 
ence was plausible but inconclusive. 

“They had the data, (but) it’s not quite clear 
how it was fully rolled out,” Jennifer Grygiel, 
a Syracuse University communications pro¬ 
fessor, told The Associated Press. 

Not until 12 minutes before the credits 
roll does the movie mention other factors at 
play, including a Russian-led misinformation 
campaign centered on fake posts and ads to 
sow discontent in the US. electorate. 

It’s not surprising that Cambridge Ana¬ 
lytica’s marketing pitches, as disclosed by 
Kaiser and through undercover footage cap¬ 
tured by Britain’s Channel 4, would boast of 
the company’s capabilities. And it’s not sur¬ 
prising that the company would seek to mini¬ 
mize its role once caught. The truth is likely 
somewhere in between — but just where, the 
movie doesn’t explore. 


Grande, Swift 
top contenders 
forMTVVMAs 

Associated Press 

Ariana Grande and Taylor Swift 
are the top contenders at the 2019 
MTV Video Music Awards, each 
scoring 10 nominations. 

MTV announced Tuesday that 
Grande and Swift will compete in 
eight of the same categories, in¬ 
cluding video of the year. Swift’s 
gay pride anthem “You Need to 
Calm Down” and Grande’s breezy 
hit about her breakups “thank u, 
next” are nominated for the top 
prize alongside Billie Eilish’s 
“Bad Guy,” Lil Nas X and Billy 
Ray Cyrus’ “Old Town Road,” 21 
Savage and J. Cole’s “A Lot” and 
Jonas Brothers’ “Sucker.” 

Eilish, 17, came in second with 
nine nominations, including artist 
of the year. Other nominees are 
Grande, Cardi B, Shawn Mendes, 
Halsey and Jonas Brothers. 

Lil Nas X, whose “Old Town 
Road” tied the record for most 
weeks at No. 1 with 16 on the Bill¬ 
board Hot 100 chart this week, 
earned eight nominations. 

The 2019 VMAs will take 
place Aug. 26 in Newark, N.J. 
Post Malone was surprisingly 
snubbed: He received zero nomi¬ 
nations despite dominating on 
streaming services, radio and the 
Billboard charts in the last year. 

Lady Gaga and Bradley Coo¬ 
per’s Oscar- and Grammy-win- 
ning hit “Shallow” picked up two 
nominations: song of the year and 
best collaboration. Boy band BTS 
earned four nominations, includ¬ 
ing a bid in the new best K-pop 
category. 

And late rapper Nipsey Hussle, 
who posthumously won best male 
hip-hop artist and the Humani¬ 
tarian Award at last month’s BET 
Awards, picked up a nomination 
for best hip hop for “Higher,” his 
song and video with DJ Khaled 
and John Legend. 

Swift will drop her album, 
“Lover,” three days before the 
VMAs on Aug. 23, making it like¬ 
ly that she will attend and possi¬ 
bly perform at the show. 


Meek Mill launches record label with Jay-Z’s Roc Nation 


Associated Press 

Meek Mill is in a Jay-Z state of mind: 
The Philadelphia rapper-turned-entrepre¬ 
neur is launching a new record label in a 
joint venture with Jay-Z’s 
Roc Nation. 

The two hip-hop play¬ 
ers celebrated the launch 
of Dream Chasers Re¬ 
cords on Tuesday at the 
Roc Nation headquarters 
in New York City, signing 
contracts at a small press 
conference and popping 
champagne to celebrate 
the partnership. 

“Of course I had offers to do a lot of busi¬ 
ness with other people, but the relationship 
we’ve built from (Roc Nation) believing in 
me through my whole career, through my 
ups and downs and the morals they showed 
to me and my team when it wasn’t in their 


best interest to have showed it — I feel 
comfortable going through this right here 
at home,” Mill said. “We’re ready to work. 
We’re just starting the beginning of a new 
chapter, a new page.” 

Mill, 32, will lead 
Dream Chasers as presi¬ 
dent, overseeing the label 
and its staff. 

Mill built a strong fan 
base and buzz in Phila¬ 
delphia with a string of 
mixtapes, and reached 
the mainstream when he 
topped the charts with his 
m^or-label debut in 2012. 
He’s released two platinum albums and 
two gold records and reached the Top 25 of 
the pop charts with songs like “Going Bad” 
and “All Eyes on You.” 

Jay-Z, hip-hop’s ultimate businessman, 
said he and Mill not only bonded musically, 
but in other areas. 


“His integrity, his honesty, his sense 
of responsibility,” Jay-Z said about Mill. 
“Everything that he’s done leading up to 
this point, it showed that he can carry that 
weight for the next generation of people.” 

For his new label. Mill said he hopes to 
sign hard-working artists looking to move 
the needle, “not a social media success for 
the weekend or for the month.” 

Other news 

■ The Lifetime network announced 
Tuesday that it has ordered “Surviving R. 
Kelly: The Aftermath,” a four-part series 
that includes interviews with new survi¬ 
vors and experts on the case. “Surviving 
R. Kelly” was a six-part series that pre¬ 
miered in January. An estimated 12.8 mil¬ 
lion people watched the series, nominated 
for an Emmy, that revisited old allegations 
and brought new ones into the spotlight. 
Kelly is accused of having sex with mi¬ 


nors and trying to cover up the crimes. He 
maintains his innocence. 

■ The Venice Film Festival is opening 
with Japanese director Hirokazu Kore- 
eda’s “The Truth” on Aug. 28. Festival 
director Alberto Barbera announced the 
selection starring Catherine Deneuve, 
Ethan Hawke and Juliette Binoche in a 
statement. This is the first time in years 
that Venice has not started with a Holly¬ 
wood film. “The Truth” features Deneuve 
as a French movie star who reunites with 
her daughter and son-in-law after publish¬ 
ing her memoirs. 

■ Americana singer-songwriter John 
Prine, 72, is postponing several shows in 
North America this summer so he can have 
surgery to insert a stent to prevent a stroke. 
A statement on Prine’s website on Tuesday 
said Prine plans to have the surgery this 
week. Prine, who was inducted into the 
Songwriters Hall of Fame in June, has had 
surgeries for lung and neck cancer. 
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By Cynthia M. Allen 

Fort Worth (Texas) Star-Telegram 

FORT WORTH, Texas 
ike many mothers, I begin sum¬ 
mer with the best of intentions 
— nature walks, mornings in the 
park, afternoons by the pool and 
lots and lots of backyard swing time. But 
this is Texas, and if the heat doesn’t drive 
you inside by 11 a.m., the bugs most cer¬ 
tainly do. 

And so, by early July, my kids and I are 
mostly indoors, which inevitably means 
the television is on at least every now and 
again — a reality I concede and sometimes 
despise. 

Still, thanks to sites like commonsen- 
semedia.org, it isn’t too difficult to screen 
programs and find some that meet your 
family’s desires and needs. For us that usu¬ 
ally means something animated, prefer¬ 
ably with animal or fantasy creatures that 
doesn’t introduce content that’s age inap¬ 
propriate or concepts that my husband and 
I would prefer to introduce ourselves. 

We’ve mostly had success in identify¬ 
ing shows that we believe are worthwhile, 
although we never expect TV shows to 
educate our kids or impart values to them. 
That’s our job. 

But apparently our careful curation of 
preschool TV programs could never be 
careful enough, at least not in the “woke” 
world of children’s television. 

According to a new study by children’s 
app company Hopster, titled “Is TV Mak- 


By Bob Dees 

Special to InsideSources.com 

A t one point in our nation’s history, 
commercial air travel was proof 
that we were leading the way in 
technology and innovation. The 
greatest feats of engineering and modern 
luxury combined to create a commer¬ 
cial air experience unlike any other. This 
once incredible experience is long gone, 
replaced with nightmares of long lines, 
complicated yet inadequate security sys¬ 
tems, overcrowded flights and airports, 
delays on hot tarmacs and frequent system 
shutdowns. 

While the growing list of travel tribula¬ 
tions may feel most acute to travelers on 
the ground, the reality is that nearly all 
travel challenges stem from our nation’s 
outdated and outstretched air traffic con¬ 
trol infrastructure, which is unable to keep 
pace with rapidly growing operational 
complexity. Without a focused Federal Avi¬ 
ation Administration modernization effort, 
those commercial air inconveniences on 
the ground will soon worsen to tragedies 
in the air. 

More specifically, the FAA is not 
equipped with the necessary technology to 
adapt to this rapidly changing operational 
environment. Consider this strong state¬ 
ment from William Ris, a member of the 
Department of Transportation’s Manage¬ 
ment Advisory Council and a former top 
executive with American Airlines. 

“We have let things go for a long time. 
We have 50-year-old radar installations 
and antiquated equipment. There’s no re¬ 
siliency and redundancy in the system so 
if something went wrong, there wouldn’t 
be back up.” 

With legacy systems, tasks cannot be 
automated using artificial intelligence and 
machine learning, nor provide a sufficient 
level of cybersecurity, nor set the stan¬ 
dards for global aviation innovation and 


ing Your Child Prejudiced?” the lack of so¬ 
cioeconomic, minority and sexual identity 
diversity in kids’ shows is turning our kids 
into Donald Trump. 

The report took aim at shows like “PAW 
Patrol” over gender balance and “My Little 
Pony” for lacking in its portrayal of class 
distinctions. (Never mind that the latter 
made headlines recently for its inclusion 
of a same-sex pony couple.) It also claimed 
that a third of content studied perpetuated 
gender stereotypes, showing “boys who 
fight” and “girls who are image-orientat¬ 
ed” — stereotypes that the report authors 
seem to find entirely unfounded but that 
most moms I know probably would affirm. 

More action is needed to “shape the per¬ 
ceptions” of children, the report recom¬ 
mended, because even the most innocent 
television content can’t just fill our kids’ 
heads with wonder, it has to fulfill a certain 
social agenda. 

Hopster’s findings aren’t novel. 

This past spring, Rutgers University, 
UCLA and Ryerson University collaborat¬ 
ed on a research project called “The Land¬ 
scape of Children’s Television in the U.S. 
and Canada,” which similarly determined 
that children’s TV programs are rife with 
“systematic gender inequality” and bereft 
of characters who are disabled, LGBT, 
poor or minority. 

The authors offered all sorts of sugges¬ 
tions to content creators, such as develop¬ 
ing shows for the “audience of tomorrow” 
while conceding that “racially diverse on¬ 
screen characters (are) somewhat reflec- 


regulation, nor provide fail safe air traffic 
control to prevent mid-air calamities. The 
FAA, and all Americans who benefit from 
the safety it provides, absolutely must have 
reliable funding to provide a modernized 
automation system that addresses techno¬ 
logical challenges, safeguards the national 
airspace from unregulated innovation and 
ensures proper security in our post-9/11 
era. 

Consider that hackers are targeting air¬ 
lines for cyberattacks in numbers never 
seen before — in fact, there was a 15,000% 
increase in attacks from 2017 to 2018. Last 
year, the domestic airline industry had 10 
m^or outages, the most since 2015. The 
airspace control systems currently in 
place are increasingly vulnerable to cyber¬ 
attack. As terrorists and foreign adversar¬ 
ies move aggressively into the cyber world, 
it is crucial we safeguard our airspace with 
innovative and effective cybersecurity 
measures. 

Commercial and recreational use of 
drones is just the beginning of the disrup¬ 
tive changes in store for our airspace. Air 
taxis, commercial space programs and 
dramatically increased traffic will heav¬ 
ily tax these legacy systems of the FAA, 
which cannot easily adapt to disruptive 
technology. For example, with 1.3 million 
drones now registered with the FAA, up 
from about 470,000 in 2016, drone traffic 
is becoming a mqjor factor in our nation’s 
airspace challenges. 

After countless examples of drones vio¬ 
lating security and airspace protocols, it is 
clear the FAA needs to regulate private and 
commercial drones. While drones for rec¬ 
reation and industry are helpful, onboard- 
ing these many airframes into an already 
crowded airspace poses significant traffic 
and security challenges to the agency. 

Unfortunately, in the face of such chal¬ 
lenges the FAA’s ability to modernize looks 
like a pipe dream. Americans saw this 
challenge play out firsthand during the 35- 


tive of the actual population.” 

They also recommend that programs 
feature fewer fantasy characters because 
“children learn prosocial behaviors better 
from stories with human characters.” 

It is certainly true that what children 
watch and digest affects their understand¬ 
ing of the world. That’s why so many par¬ 
ents limit and curate what their children 
are exposed to on TV. And it’s why so many 
parents, like myself, opt for programs that 
portray fantasy or even idyllic worlds that 
avoid violence, death and suffering. Our 
kids will face the realities of this world, its 
challenges and adversities soon enough. 

But the most galling thing about these 
reports isn’t their judgment of TV content, 
it’s that they seem to want TV programs 
to transplant the role of parents. They 
shouldn’t. 

Surely I’m not the only mom who isn’t 
relying on television programs to address 
racial or gender inequities, to introduce 
my kids to people of differing physical or 
mental abilities or to present concepts like 
socioeconomic gaps. That should be (and 
is) coming from me. And I’m guessing that 
most parents feel the same. 

I hope these reports don’t motivate the 
creators of the fantasy rainbow kingdom in 
“True” or the charming Scottish bird fam¬ 
ily of “Puffin Rock” to change their con¬ 
tent. But either way, start braving the heat 
more and watching less TV. 

Cynthia M. Allen is a columnist for the Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram. 


day government shutdown that occurred 
from December 2018 to February 2019, re¬ 
sulting in m^or airline delays around the 
nation, as well as increased risk due to Air 
Traffic Control and Transportation Secu¬ 
rity Administration personnel shortages 
and declining morale. 

Funding roadblocks have plagued the 
FAA for years, and now we are seeing the 
direct impacts. In 2015, FAA’s conversion 
to a satellite-based airplane navigation 
system was stalled by uncertainty over the 
agency’s funding in recent years, accord¬ 
ing to a report from the Government Ac¬ 
countability Office that stated, “According 
to the Federal Aviation Administration, 
its ability to perform its mission has been 
affected by budget uncertainty result¬ 
ing from the 2013 government shutdown, 
sequestration, 2011 authorization lapse, 
continuing resolutions, and multiple short¬ 
term reauthorizations.” 

For the last decade. Congress has failed 
to provide strategic transportation and 
infrastructure authorizations and appro¬ 
priations that set the FAA on a path to 
innovation. The bottom line is that FAA 
modernization is a national infrastruc¬ 
ture imperative and funding should be a 
critical priority of the administration and 
Congress. 

Accelerated technology and operational 
complexity, coupled with increased threats 
of cyberwarfare, require a modernized 
automation system and expertly trained 
personnel to meet the demands of the next 
generation of air travel. Failure to act now 
only increases delays and costs to carriers 
and consumers, poses heightened risks to a 
public deserving safe air travel and threat¬ 
ens U.S. national security itself 

Bob Dees, a retired Army major general, has an 
extensive background in military airspace 
command and control as well as having served 
as a consultant to the President’s Commission on 
Critical Infrastructure Protection. 



Air travelers must have modern safety, security 
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FTC fines Facebook $5B for privacy violations 


By Marcy Gordon 
AND Barbara Ortutay 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Federal 
regulators fined Facebook $5 bil¬ 
lion for privacy violations and are 
instituting new oversight and re¬ 
strictions on its business. But they 
are only holding CEO Mark Zuck- 
erberg personally responsible in a 
limited fashion. 

The fine is the largest the Fed¬ 
eral Trade Commission has levied 
on a tech company, though it won’t 
make much of a dent for a compa¬ 
ny that had nearly $56 billion in 
revenue last year. 

As part of the agency’s settle¬ 
ment with Facebook, Zuckerberg 
will have to personally certify his 
company’s compliance with its pri¬ 
vacy programs. The FTC said that 
false certifications could expose 


him to civil or criminal penalties. 

Some experts had thought the 
FTC might fine Zuckerberg di¬ 
rectly or seriously limit his au¬ 
thority over the company. 

“The magnitude of the $5 bil¬ 
lion penalty and sweeping con¬ 
duct relief are unprecedented in 
the history of the FTC,” Joe Si¬ 
mons, the chairman of the FTC, 
said in a statement. 

Facebook does not admit 
any wrongdoing as part of the 
settlement. 

The commission opened an in¬ 
vestigation into Facebook last year 
after revelations that data mining 
firm Cambridge Analytica had 
gathered details on as many as 
87 million Facebook users with¬ 
out their permission. The agency 
said Wednesday that following 
its yearlong investigation of the 
company, the Department of Jus¬ 


tice will file a complaint alleging 
that Facebook “repeatedly used 
deceptive disclosures and set¬ 
tings to undermine users’ privacy 
preferences.” 

The FTC had been examining 
whether that massive breakdown 
violated a settlement that Face- 
book reached in 2012 after gov¬ 
ernment regulators concluded 
the company repeatedly broke 
its privacy promises to users. 
That settlement had required 
that Facebook get user consent to 
share personal data in ways that 
override their privacy settings. 

The FTC said Facebook’s de¬ 
ceptive disclosures about pri¬ 
vacy settings allowed it to share 
users’ personal information with 
third-party apps that their friends 
downloaded but the users did not 
give permissions to. 

Privacy advocates have pushed 


for the FTC to limit how Facebook 
can track users — something that 
would likely cut into its advertis¬ 
ing revenue, which relies on busi¬ 
nesses being able to show users 
targeted ads based on their inter¬ 
ests and behavior. The FTC did 
not specify such restrictions on 
Facebook. 

The fine is well above the 
agency’s previous record for pri¬ 
vacy violations — $22.5 million 
— which it dealt to Google in 2012 
for bypassing the privacy con¬ 
trols in Apple’s Safari browser. 
There have been even larger fines 
against non-tech companies, in¬ 
cluding a $14.7 billion penalty 
against Volkswagen to settle al¬ 
legations of cheating on emissions 
tests and deceiving customers. 
Equifax will pay at least $700 mil¬ 
lion to settle lawsuits and investi¬ 
gations over a 2017 data breach; 


UPS introduces package pickup at some stores 


By Abha Bhattarai 
The Washington Post 

Brick-and-mortar retailers 
have found a new calling in the 
age of e-commerce: As pickup 
and drop-off sites for online 
purchases. 

Kohl’s this month began ac¬ 
cepting Amazon returns at its 
stores, calling the arrangement 
its “single biggest initiative of the 
year.” Now CVS, Michael’s and 
Advanced Auto Parts stores are 
joining the fray, as delivery spots 
for UPS orders. 

The initiative, announced 
Tuesday, adds 12,000 stores to 
UPS’s network of “access points,” 
where customers can retrieve 
their packages, print out labels 
and drop off returns. Demand for 


those services has grown, UPS ex¬ 
ecutives said, as Americans look 
for secure and convenient ways to 
receive online purchases — and 
return unwanted merchandise. 

“Consumers, especially those 
who live in apartments, want se¬ 
cured deliveries,” said Kate Gut- 
mann, chief sales officer for UPS. 
“This is part of our broader strat¬ 
egy for e-commerce.” 

Retailers and delivery services 
are racing to find new ways to 
offer fast — and secure — ways 
for customers to pick up their 
packages. Amazon offers free in- 
car delivery for Prime members, 
while Walmart’s Jet.com is test¬ 
ing smart-lock technology that al¬ 
lows workers to drop off packages 
in residents’ homes even when 
they aren’t there. 


UPS offers package pickups 
and drop-offs at about 9,000 
neighborhood shops, banks and 
office buildings, as well as 5,000 
of its franchised company stores. 
Its newest efforts would more 
than double its national reach. 

For retailers, such partnerships 
have become an important way to 
get people into their stores. Con¬ 
sumers are doing more of their 
shopping online, leaving many re¬ 
tailers scrambling to find new uses 
for their physical stores. Some, 
such as Nordstrom and Target, 
are experimenting with smaller- 
format stores in city centers, while 
Walmart, Macy’s and others are 
encouraging customers to buy on¬ 
line, and pick up in stores. 

UPS picked the three national 
chains, Gutmann said, because 


they cater to Americans in both 
urban and rural areas, and offer 
extended evening and weekend 
hours. Representatives for CVS, 
Michael’s and Advanced Auto 
Parts did not immediately re¬ 
spond to requests for comment. 


MARKET WATCH 
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Poor’s 500 



3,005.47 
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2000 


the FTC was one of the parties. 
The money will likely go to the 
U.S. Treasury. 

The fine does not spell closure 
for Facebook, although the com¬ 
pany’s investors — and executives 
— have been eager to put it behind 
them. Facebook is still under vari¬ 
ous investigations in the U.S. and 
elsewhere in the world, including 
the European Union, Germany 
and Canada. There are also broad¬ 
er antitrust concerns that have 
been the subject of congressional 
hearings, though it is too early to 
see if those will come to fruition. 


EXCHANGE RATES 

Military rates 

Euro costs (July 25). 

Dollar buys (July 25). 

British pound (July 25). 

Japanese yen Ouly 25). 

South Korean won (July 25). 

Commercial rates 
Bahrain (Dinar). 

.$1.1435 

.€0.8745 

.$1.28 

.105.00 

.1,149.00 

.0.3770 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

.$1.2484 

.1.3129 

China (Yuan) 6 8736 

Denmark (Krone).6.6955 

Egypt (Pound).16.5989 

Euro.$1.1149/0.8970 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8122 

Hungary (Forint).291.97 

Israel (Shekel).3.5236 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

.0.3044 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

.8.6310 

.51.14 

.3-82 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira). 

.3.7508 

.1.3635 

.1,177.83 

.0.9843 

.30.89 

.5.7149 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate.3.00 

Federal funds market rate.2.41 

3-month bill.2.01 

30-year bond 2 60 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


THURSDAY IN THE MIDDIE EAST ■ THURSDAY IN EUROPE ■ FRIDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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1 aN PICTURE IT I TOU TAKING 
TOTHEPATOLEBOARP LIKE A 
PRO WHILE TOUK DAP 
TRIES IT AND - ' ' 

V FLOUNDERS, 


f THE PICTURE IS Eugcne Sheffer Crossword 

GETTING CLEARER. 





^ou 11 remain Here 
in isolation until you ve 
Wat<iKe<l ail 2»7 fieafionfi, of 
**Ma^terpiec:e TKeatre.” 

E 


Ks 

II 


SOLITARY REFINE:^AE:NT 


CRYPTOQUIP 

GH LPO FWXGWTW WTWELFPZL 

QYP RNLR JYWL’TW HPOVZ N 

QNJWE-QPEV ENTGVW, G 

UOWRR LPO’EW UOXXL-EXW. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: DECLARATION ABOUT 
A FIREFLY OR LADYBUG THAT PREFERS 
ASCENDING SURFACES: IT’S AN UPHILL 
BEETLE. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: U equals G 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Ietters@stripes 


letters@stripes 


letters@stripes 


Round-the-world news for America s military. 




Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


STARSK?<STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 


Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion In 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes Is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised In 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


Entertainment 450 


Are you in the picture? 


Reading Stars and Stripes gives you a better handle on issues that affect you most. 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 

STARSI^STRIPES. 

In print • Online atstripes.com • Mobilefor Android, iPhone & iPad 


Want a bett er picture? 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobile for Android, iPhone &iPad 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 


STARSlQfSTRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need u: 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro basketball 


WNBA 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pet GB 

Connecticut 12 6 .667 - 

Washington 11 6 .647 Vi 

Chicago 11 8 .579 V/z 

New York 8 10 .444 4 

indiana 6 15 .286 IVz 

Atianta 5 15 .250 8 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pet GB 

Las Vegas 
Los Angeies 


Cycling 

1 

Tennis 

1 

Deals 


6 .684 

8 .579 

9 .571 

8 .556 IVz 

9 .526 3 

14 .263 8 


Seattie 
Phoenix 
Minnesota 
Daiias 

Tuesday’s games 

Los Angeies 78, Atlanta 66 
Phoenix 95, Indiana 77 
Las Vegas 79, Seattle 62 

Wednesday’s games 
New York at Connecticut 
Washington at Minnesota 
Thursday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Friday’s games 
No games scheduled 


Pro soccer 


MLS 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Philadelphia 11 6 6 39 41 32 

Atlanta 11 8 3 36 35 25 

D.C. United 9 6 8 35 31 26 

New York 10 8 4 34 37 31 

New York City FC 8 3 8 32 33 23 

Montreal 9 11 3 30 27 38 

New England 8 8 6 30 30 38 

Toronto FC 8 9 5 29 36 37 

Orlando City 7 10 5 26 29 29 

Chicago 5 10 8 23 34 35 

Columbus 6 14 3 21 21 34 

Cincinnati 5 15 2 17 21 51 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 14 3 4 46 55 20 

LA Galaxy 12 8 1 37 30 27 

Seattle 10 6 5 35 32 28 

Minnesota United 10 7 4 34 38 30 

San Jose 10 7 4 34 36 32 

FC Dallas 9 8 5 32 31 26 

Real Salt Lake 9 9 3 30 30 30 

Houston 9 9 3 30 32 34 

Portland 8 8 4 28 31 32 

Sporting KC 6 8 7 25 32 36 

ColoracTo 5 11 5 20 32 42 

Vancouver 4 11 8 20 23 41 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Thursday, July 18 
D.C. United 4, Cincinnati 1 
Orlando City 1, Portland 1, tie 
Friday, July 19 

LA Galaxy 3, Los Angeles FC 2 
Saturday, July 20 
Columbus 2, Montreal 1 
Houston 3, Toronto FC 1 
Philadelphia 2, Chicago 0 
FC Dallas 2, Sporting Kansas City 0 
New York City FC 2, Colorado 1 


Minnesota United 1, Real Salt Lake 1, tie 
San Jose 3, Vancouver 1 
Sunday, July 21 
Atlanta 2, D.C. United 0 
New England 2, Cincinnati 0 
New York 1, Orlando City 0 
Portland 2, Seattle 1 

Friday’s games 

Sporting Kansas City at New York City FC 
Atlanta at Los Angeles FC 
Saturday’s games 
Orlando City at New England 
Columbus at New York 
Cincinnati at Toronto FC 
D.C. United at Chicago 
Philadelphia at Montreal 
Real Salt Lake at FC Dallas 
Seattle at Houston 
Vancouver at Minnesota United 
Colorado at San Jose 
LA Galaxy at Portland 

NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Portland 6 2 5 23 25 18 

North Carolina 6 3 4 22 27 14 

Chicago 6 5 2 20 20 19 

Reign FC 5 2 5 20 12 11 

Washington 5 4 3 18 18 13 

Utah 5 4 3 18 10 10 

Houston 4 5 4 16 15 20 

Orlando 3 9 2 11 16 31 

Sky Blue FC 2 8 2 8 9 16 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Sunday’s game 

Chicago 2, North Carolina 1 
Wednesday’s games 
Washington at Sky Blue FC 
Houston at Portland 

Saturday’s game 
North Carolina at Utah 

Sunday’s game 
Chicago at Reign FC 
Sky Blue FC at Houston 


Tour de France 

Tuesday 
16th Stage 
At Nimes, France 

At 110-mile flat loop, beginning and 
ending in Nimes 

1. Caleb Ewan, Australia, Lotto Soudal, 
3:57:08. 

2. Elia Viviani, Italy, Deceuninck-Quick- 
Step, same time. 

3. Dylan Groenewegen, Netherlands, 
Jumbo-Visma, same time. 

4. Peter Sagan, Slovakia, Bora-Hans- 
grohe, same time. 

5. Niccolo Bonifazio, Italy, Total Direct 
Energie, same time. 

6. Michael Matthews, Australia, Sun¬ 
web, same time. 

7. Matteo Trentin, Italy, Mitchelton- 
Scott, same time. 

8. Jasper Stuyven, Belgium, Trek- 
Segafredo, same time. 

9. Alexander Kristoff, Norway, UAE 
Team Emirates, same time. 

10. Andrea Pasqualon, Italy, Wanty- 
Gobert, same time. 

11. Jens Debusschere, Belgium, Katu- 
sha Alpecin, same time. 

12. Edvald Boasson Hagen, Norway, Di¬ 
mension Data, same time. 

13. Sonny Colbrelli, Italy, Bahrain-Me- 
rida, same time. 

14. Maximilano Richeze, Argentina, 
Deceuninck-QuickStep, same time. 

15. Andre Greipel, Germany, Germany, 
Arkea-Samsic, same time. 

16. Reinardt Janse van Rensburg, 
South Africa, Dimension Data, same 
time. 

17. Oliver Naesen, Belgium, AG2R La 
Mondiale, same time. 

18. Warren Barguil, France, Arkea- 
Samsic, same time. 

19. Greg Van Avermaet, Belgium, CCC, 
same time. 

20. Julian Alaphilippe, France, Deceun¬ 
inck-QuickStep, same time. 

Also 

24. Mikel Landa, Spain, Movistar, same 

25. Geraint Thomas, Britain, Ineos, 

27. Steven Kruijswijk, Netherlands, 
Jumbo-Visma, same time. 

28. Egan Bernal, Colombia, Ineos, 
same time. 

29. Thibaut Pinot, France, Groupama- 
FDJ, same time. 

30. Emanuel Buchmann, Germany, 
Bora-Hansgrohe, same time. 

32. Alejandro Valverde, Spain, Movi¬ 
star, same time. 

60. Joey Rosskopf, United States, CCC, 
:38 behind. 

85. Ben King, United States, Dimension 
Data, 1:38. 

99. Chad Haga, United States, Sunweb, 
2:00. 

Jakob Fugisang, Denmark, Astana, 
withdrew. 

Overall Standings 
(After 16 stages) 

1. Julian Alaphilippe, France, Deceun¬ 
inck-QuickStep, 64:57:30. 

2. Geraint Thomas, Britain, Ineos, 
1:35. 

3. Steven Kruijswijk, Netherlands, 
Jumbo-Visma, 1:47. 

4. Thibaut Pinot, France, Groupama- 
FDJ, 1:50. 

5. Egan Bernal, Colombia, Ineos, 2:02. 

6. Emanuel Buchmann, Germany, Bora- 
Hansgrohe, 2:14. 

7. Mikel Landa, Spain, Movistar, 4:54. 

8. Alejandro Valverde, Spain, Movistar, 
5:00. 

9. Rigoberto Uran, Colombia, EF Edu¬ 
cation First, 5:33. 

10. Richie Porte, Australia, Trek- 
Segafredo, 6:30. 

11. Warren Barguil, France, Arkea- 
Samsic, 7:22. 

12. Nairo Quintana, Colombia, Movi¬ 
star, 9:30. 

13. Dan Martin, Ireland, UAE Team 
Emirates, 11:39. 

14. Roman Kreuziger, Czech Republic, 
Dimension Data, 12:06. 

15. Guillaume Martin, France, Wanty- 
Gobert, 13:42. 

16. Fabio Aru, Italy, UAE Team Emir¬ 
ates, 14:15. 

17. David Gaudu, France, Groupama- 
FDJ, 15:33. 

18. Remain Bardet, France, AG2R La 
Mondiale, 27:33. 

19. Xandro Meurisse, Belgium, Wanty- 
Gobert, 28:25. 

20. George Bennett, New Zealand, 
Jumbo-Visma, 30:33. 

Also 

82. Ben King, United States, Dimension 
Data, 1:52:36. 

84. Joey Rosskopf, United States, CCC, 
1:54:10. 

138. Chad Haga, United States, Sun¬ 
web, 2:45:12. 


World Team Tennis 

W L Pet. GB 

Springfield 
Philadelphi 
New York 


AP sportlight 


San Diego 
Orange County 
Vegas 
Orlando 
Washington 


.778 - 

.500 2Vz 
.500 2Vz 
.500 2Vz 
.375 SVz 
.250 4Vz 
.167 4Vz 


Monday’s matches 

Washington 23, Orlando 19 
Springfield 19, Orange County 18 
Philadelphia 23, San Diego 16 
Tuesday’s matches 
Orange County 20, Philadelphia 19 
Vegas 24, New York 20 

Wednesday’s matches 
Washington at Orlando 
San Diego at Springfield 
New York at Orange County 
Thursday’s matches 
Philadelphia at Washington 
New York at San Diego 
Orange County at Vegas 

Atlanta Open 

A U.S. Open Series event 
Tuesday 

At Atlantic Station 
Atlanta 

Purse: $694,995 (WT250) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Matthew Ebden, Australia, def. Kamil 
Majehrzak, Poland, 7-6 (5), 6-3. 

Kwon Soonwoo, South Korea, def. Pra- 
jnesh Gunneswaran, India, 6-7 (4), 7-5, 
6-0. 

Reilly Opelka, United States, def. Alex¬ 
ander Bublik, Kazakhstan, 6-3, 7-6 (1). 

Dan Evans, Britain, def. Jason Jung, 
Taiwan, 6-1, 6-1. 

Bernard Tomic, Australia, def. Frances 
Tiafoe (5), United States, 4-6, 6-3,7-6 (4). 

Radu Albot (6), Moldova, def. Tennys 
Sandgren, United States, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 

Ugo Humbert (8), France, def. Cole 
Gromley, United States, 7-6 (2), 6-2. 

Miomir Kecmanovic, Serbia, def. Jack 
Sock, United States, 7-6 (9), 7-6 (5). 

Kevin King, United States, def. Grigor 
Dimitrov, Bulgaria, 7-5, 6-4. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Taylor Fritz, United States, and Cam¬ 
eron Norrie, Britain, def. Marius Copil, 
Romania, and Leander Paes, India, 7-6, 
(2), 6-4. 


July 25 

1902 — Jim Jeffries knocks out Bob 
Fitzsimmons in the eighth round to re¬ 
tain the world heavyweight title. 

1941 — Lefty Grove of the Boston Red 
Sox wins his 300th and last game, beat¬ 
ing the Cleveland Indians 10-6. 

1956 — Jack Burke Jr. defeats Ted Kroll 
3 and 2 in the final round to win the PGA 
championship. Burke at Blue Hill CC Bos- 

1976 — In Montreal, Edwin Moses of 
the United States sets an Olympic record 
in the 400 hurdles with a time of 47.63. 

1982 — Janet Anderson wins the U.S. 
Women’s Open golf title, her first tourna¬ 
ment victory. 


Jil Teichmann (8), Switzerland, def. 
Daria Gavrilova, Australia, 7-6 (3), 7-5. 

Kiki Bertens (1), Netherlands, def. 
Ekaterine Gorgodze, Georgia, 6-0, 6-1. 

Viktoria Kuzmova (3), Slovakia, def. 
Elisabetta Cocciaretto, Italy, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3. 

Alize Cornet (2), France, def. Martina 
Trevisyan, Italy, 6-7 (5), 6-4, 6-1. 


Swiss Open 

Tuesday 

At Roy Emerson Arena 
Gstaad, Switzerland 
Purse: $588,200 (WT250) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Gian Marco Moroni, Italy, def. Tommy 
Robredo, Spain, 6-2, 6-2. 

Jaume Munar, Spain, def. Malek Jaziri, 
Tunisia, 5-7, 6-3, 6-4. 

Joao Sousa (5), Portugal, def. Steve 
Darcis, Belgium, 6-4, 6-4. 

Taro Daniel, Japan, def. Filippo Baldi, 
Italy, 6-4, 6-4. 

Albert Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, def. 
Henri Laaksonen, Switzerland, 6-0, 6-3. 

Denis Istomin, Uzbekistan, def. Marc- 
Andrea Huesler, Switzerland, 6-3, 7-6 (0). 


First Round 

Elisabetta Cocciaretto and Federico 
Rossi, Italy, def. Martina di Giuseppe and 
Giulia Gatto-Monticone, Italy, walkover. 

Alison Bai, Australia, and Nicola 
Geuer, Germany, def. Gabriela Ce, Brazil, 
and Paula Cristina Goncalves, Brazil, 6-2, 
3-6, 10-4. 

Lara Arruabarrena and Paula Badosa, 
Spain, def. Jasmine Paolini, Italy, and 
Sara Sorribes Tormo, Spain, 6-4, 6-2. 

Federica Bilardo and Dalila Spiteri, 
Italy, def. Georgina Garcia Perez, Spain, 
and Fanny Stollar (2), Hungary, 7-5, 2-6, 
10-8. 

Anastasia Grymalska, Italy, and Rosa¬ 
lie Van der Hoek, Netherlanas, def. Gior- 
gia Marchetti, Italy, and Laura Pigossi 
(4), Brazil, 6-4, 7-5. 

Baltic Open 

At National Tennis (^ntre Lielupe 
Jurmala, Latvia 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Caroline Garcia (2), France, def. Kristy- 
na Pliskova, Czech Republic, 6-3, 6-7 (6), 
7-6 (6). 

Valentyna Ivakhnenko, Russia, def. 
Sorana Cirstea, Romania, 6-0, 6-4. 

Paula Ormaechea, Argentina, def. Kris¬ 
tina Kucova, Slovakia, 6-4, 4-1 retired. 

Anhelina Kalinina, Ukraine, def. Kat¬ 
erina Siniakova (3), Czech Republic, 4-6, 
6-4, 6-1. 

Patricia Maria Tig, Romania, def. Anki- 
ta Raina, India, 6-2, 6-1. 

Katarzyna Kawa, Poland, def. Ysaline 
Bonaventure, Belgium, 2-6, 6-4, 6-1. 

Nina Stojanovic, Serbia, def. Aliaksan- 
dra Sasnovich (4), Belarus, 4-6, 6-3,6-4. 

Chloe Paquet, France, def. Basak Eray- 
din, Turkey, 6-3, 7-5. 

Jana Fett, Croatia, def. Tatjana Maria 
(7), Germany, 6-4, 1-6, 6-4. 

Elena Rybakina, Kazakhstan, def. Han 
Xinyun, China, 6-1, 6-2. 

Anastasija Sevastova (1), Latvia, def. 
Varvara Flink, Russia, 6-2, 6-1. 

Bernarda Pera, United States, def. 
Jelena Ostapenko (8), Latvia, 6-2, 6-1. 


First Round 

Roberto Carballes Baena and Jaume 
Munar, Spain, def. Jamie Cerretani, Unit¬ 
ed States, and Thomas Fabbiano, Italy, 
6-1, 6-4. 

Guillermo Duran and Andres Molteni 
(3), Argentina, def. Paolo Lorenzi and 
Lorenzo Sonego, Italy, 4-6, 6-3,10-6. 

Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan and Purav 
Raja, India, def. Denys Molchanov, 
Ukraine, and Igor Zelenay (2), Slovakia, 
6-4, 6-2. 

Palermo Ladies Open 

Tuesday 

At Country Time Club 
Palermo, Sicily 

Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Jasmine Paolini, Italy, def. LauraSiege- 
mund (6), Germany, 6-1, 6-4. 

Fiona Ferro, France, def. Sara Sorribes 
Tormo, Spain, 6-4, 7-5. 

Anna-Lena Friedsam, Germany, def. 
Stefanie Voegele, Switzerland, 6-2, 7-6 
(6). 


1982 - The United States wins its 
cord seventh consecutive Fed Cup title 
defeating West Germany 3-0. In singles 
Chris Evert Lloyd beats Claudia Kohde 
Kilsch in three sets and Martina Navra¬ 
tilova beats Bettina Bunge 6-4, 6-4. Lloyd 
and Navratilova take the doubles match 
3-6, 6-1, 6-2. 

2007 — Michael Rasmussen, the lead¬ 
er of the Tour de France, is removed from 
the race by his Rabobank team after win¬ 
ning the 16th stage. Rasmussen is sent 
home for violating (the team’s) internal 
rules. The Danish cyclist missed random 
drug tests May 8 and June 28, saying he 
was in Mexico. 

2010 — Alberto Contador wins the 


First Round 

Oksana Kalashnikova, Georgia, and 
Ena Shibahara (4), Japan, def. Ana Bog¬ 
dan, Romania, and Isabella Shinikova, 
Bulgaria, 6-2, 6-2. 

Anastasia Potapova and Yana Siziko- 
va, Russia, def. Anna Danilina, Kazakh¬ 
stan, and Valentyna Ivakhnenko, Russia, 
6-2, 2-6, 10-8. 

Irina Bara, Romania, and Dalila Jaku- 
povic (3), Slovenia, 6-4, 2-4, def. Andrea 
Gamiz, Venezuela, and Paula Ormae¬ 
chea, Argentina, 4-6, 6-2, 10-8. 

Hamburg European Open 

At Rothenbaum Sport GmbH 
Hamburg, Germany 
Purse: $1.93 million (WT500) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Jan-Lennard Struff (7), Germany, def. 
Thiago Monteiro, Brazil, 6-1, 6-3. 

Nikoioz Basilashvili (4), Georgia, def. 
Hugo Dellien, Bolivia, 6-4, 6-3. 

Casper Ruud, Norway, def. Robin 
Haase, Netherlands, 6-3, 3-6, 6-1. 

Dominic Thiem (1), Austria, def. Pablo 
Cuevas, Uruguay, 6-3, 7-6 (3). 

Richard Gasquet, France, def. Sumit 
Nagal, India, 6-2, 7-6 (2). 

Juan Ignacio Londero, Argentina, def. 
Alejandro Davidovich Fokina, Spain, 6-3, 

Pablo Carreno Busta, Spain, def. Yan¬ 
nick Hanfmann, Germany, 7-6 (5), 6-4. 

Alexander Zverev (2), Germany, def. 
Nicolas Jarry, Chile, 6-4, 6-2. 

Filip Krajinovic, Serbia, def. Laslo Djere 
(6), Serbia, 6-3, 6-3. 

Federico Delbonis, Argentina, def. 
Marco Cecchinato, Italy, 6-7 (5), 7-6 (3), 
6-2. 


First Round 

Robin Haase and Wesley Koolhof (4), 
Netherlands, def. Hugo Dellien, Bolivia, 
and Thiago Monteiro, Brazil, 3-6, 6-3, 10- 


Tour de France for the third time in four 
years. Contador holds off a next-to-last 
day challenge from Andy Schleck of Lux¬ 
embourg, his runner-up for a second 
consecutive year. 

2011 — Taylor Hoagland hits a two- 
run home run, Valerie Arioto and Megan 
Langenfeld have RBI singles and the 
United States beats rival Japan 6-4 to 
win its fifth straight World Cup of Soft- 
ball championship. 

2017 — Katie Ledecky breezes to her 
third gold medal of the swimming world 
championships, capturing the 1,500-me¬ 
ter freestyle by more than half the length 
of the pool. Also Lilly King, Kylie Masse 
and Adam Peaty set world records. 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Optioned RHP 
Branden Kline to Norfolk (IL). Reinstated 
RHP Dylan Bundy from the 10-day IL. 

BOSTON RED SOX - Optioned INF 
Marco Hernandez to Pawtucket (IL). Re¬ 
instated IB Mitch Moreland from the 10- 
day IL. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Sent RHP Dan 
Otero to Columbus (IL) for a rehab as¬ 
signment. 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Recalled RHP Cy 
Sneed from Round Rock (PCL). Placed 
RHP Josh James on the 10-day IL. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Recalled INF 
Taylor Ward from Salt Lake (PCL). Op¬ 
tioned LHP Dillon Peters to Salt Lake. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Sent OF Cam¬ 
eron Maybin to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre 
(IL) for a rehab assignment. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Optioned OF 
Nick Martini to Las Vegas (PCL). Recalled 
RHP Tanner Anderson from Las Vegas. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Placed 2B Dee 
Gordon on the 10-day IL. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Placed 3B Yandy 
Diaz on the 10-day IL. Reinstated 3B Matt 
Duffy from the 60-day IL. Sent 3B Daniel 
Robertson to Charlotte (FSL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Recalled RHP Pe¬ 
dro Payano from Nashville (PCL). Op¬ 
tioned IB Ronald Guzman to Nashville. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Reinstated OF 
Dalton Pompey from the 60-day IL and 
designated him for assignment. 

National League 

CHICAGO CUBS - Optioned RHP Carl 
Edwards Jr. and RHP Alec Mills to Iowa 
(PCL). Selected the contract of LHP Tim 
Collins from Iowa. 

CINCINNATI REDS - Sent LHP Alex 
Wood to Chattanooga (SL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Designated 
RHP Seunghwan Oh for assignment. Op¬ 
tioned RHP Yency Almonte to Albuquer¬ 
que (PCL). Selected the contract of INF 
Yonder Alonso from Albuquerque. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Designated 
LHP Chasen Shreve for assignment. Rein¬ 
stated RHP Mike Mayers from the 60-day 
IL. Sent INF Matt Carpenter to Memphis 
(PCL) for a rehab assignment. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Designated UT 
Jose Pirela for assignment. Reinstated 
OF Travis Jankowski from the 60-day IL 
and optioned him to El Paso (PCL). 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Optioned 
LHP Conner Menez to Sacramento (PCL). 
Sent RHP Nick Vincent to Sacramento for 
a rehab assignment. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Sent RHP 
Austen Williams to the GCL Nationals for 
a rehab assignment. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

DALLAS MAVERICKS - Signed C Bo- 
ban Marjanovic. 

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER - Named 
David Akinyooye, Dave Bliss, Mark 
Daigneault, Brian Keefe and Mike Wilks 
assistant coaches. 

PHOENIX SUNS - Signed F Cheick Di- 
allo to a multi-year contract. 

SAN ANTONIO SPURS - Promoted RC 
Buford to CEO, effective Sept. 3; Brian 
Wright to general manager; and Lori 
Warren and Bobby Perez to executive 
vice presidents. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

NFL — Increased the four-game sus¬ 
pension of Minnesota CB Holton Hill to 
eight games for violating the league’s 
policy and program on substances of 
abuse. 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Agreed to terms 
with DE Allen Bailey. 

BUFFALO BILLS - Placed OL Jeremiah 
Sirles on injured reserve. Released WR 
Da’Mari Scott. Signed OL Isaac Asiata 
and S Abraham Wallace. Named Brian 
Gaine special adviser to the general 
manager. 

CINCINNATI BENGALS - Signed WR 
Tyler Boyd to a four-year contract exten- 

DETROIT LIONS - Placed WR Tommyl- 
ee Lewis on the PUP list. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Signed DL 
Dean Lowry to a contract extension. 

HOUSTON TEXANS - Signed P Bryan 
Anger and LB Drew Lewis. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Removed DE 
Carroll Phillips from the PUP list. 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS - Placed WR 
Marqise Lee, OT Cam Robinson and OT 
Ryquell Armstead on the PUP list. Placed 
OL Donnell Greene and LB Jake Ryan on 
the non-football injury list. Re-signed DL 
Lyndon Johnson. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Released 
LB Mason Foster. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Loaned D Jacob 
Moverare to Frolunda (Swedish Hockey 
League). 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Signed F 
Colton Sissons to a seven-year contract. 

VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS - Signed D 
Deryk Engel land to a one-year contract. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

AUSTIN - Named Josh Wolff coach. 

COLUMBUS CREW - Signed D/M Chris 
Cadden and loaned him to Oxford United 
(League One-England). 

MINNESOTA UNITED - Signed D Wil- 
fried Moimbe from AS Nancy-Lorraine 
(Ligue 2-France). 

COLLEGE 

NCAA — Placed the DePaul men’s bas¬ 
ketball program on probation and sus¬ 
pended coach Dave Leitao three games 
for allowing an ineligible player to play. 
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OLYMPICS _ 

Tokyo: Despite glitches, Japan on track for hosting 



Photos by Jae C. Hong/AP 


People take pictures Wednesday of the Olympic rings displayed near the New National Stadium, a venue 
for the opening and closing ceremonies of the Tokyo 2020 Olympics. Fans, sponsors and politicians 
celebrated the day around the Japanese capital, displaying piacards and clocks showing 365 days to go 
until the opening ceremony on July 24, 2020. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

exact Olympic spending is disput¬ 
ed and difficult to track. Five of 
the eight new venues are already 
finished, and the centerpiece, the 
$1.25 billion National Stadium, is 
to open by the end of the year. 

Ticket demand by Japanese 
residents appears to be a least 
10 times above supply — maybe 
more — with demand also surg¬ 
ing abroad. A recent law banning 
unauthorized ticket resales in 
Japan is sure to be tested because 
of glaring loopholes. 

Organizers are also prepar¬ 
ing for Tokyo’s typically hot 
summer weather, though this 
summer has been wet and cool. 
Traffic and subway congestion is 
also a concern, as is earthquake 
preparedness. 

“This year Tokyo is chilly rath¬ 
er than hot,” Yoshiro Mori, the 
president of the organizing com¬ 
mittee, said. “It’s quite different 
from what we experienced last 
year.” 

Mori said Japanese Emperor 
Naruhito had accepted a role “as 
honorary patron” of the Tokyo 
Olympics and Paralympics. He 
will be expected to announce the 
opening of both the Olympics and 
Paralympics. 

Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike 
was asked a few days ago to justi¬ 
fy spending billions on the Olym¬ 
pics. Organizers have been under 
pressure to cut costs, and they say 
they have cut billions by using ex¬ 
isting venues. Tokyo is building 
eight new venues, but using 35 
“temporary” or older venues. 

Koike described the Olym¬ 
pics and Paralympics as an “ac¬ 
celerator” to get things done, 
though research shows that the 
Olympic deadlines drive up costs. 
And Tokyo is famous for build¬ 
ing things — with or without the 
Olympics. 

“I’d like the legacy of the 2020 
Games to be something more in¬ 
tangible, a new way of thinking 


for people and for society,” she 
said. Koike described the Para¬ 
lympics, which open Aug. 25, 
2020, as a “springboard” to make 
the city more accessible to people 
with disabilities. 

The goals for next year are 
more modest than they were in 
1964, when the Tokyo Olympics 
showcased bullet trains, futuris¬ 
tic designs and a new expressway 
to document Japan’s recovery fol¬ 
lowing World War II. 

A group of anti-Olympic activ¬ 
ists, many from outside Japan, 
have held small protests and other 


events in recent days under the 
Japanese title “Hangorin no Kai” 
— which translates roughly to No 
Olympics. They oppose Olympic 
spending, which they say cuts 
into budgets for local housing and 
environmental issues. 

They also call for more money 
to rebuild Fukushima prefec¬ 
ture located northeast of Tokyo. 
Organizers say Fukushima is a 
main focus of the Olympics, lo¬ 
cating baseball, softball and soc¬ 
cer games there to persuade the 
world the area is safe. 

“For us, the Olympics are a 


disaster,” Misako Ichimura, a 
spokeswoman for the anti-Olym¬ 
pic group, said on Tuesday. She 
said the billions spent on the 
Olympics should be used instead 
to rebuild Fukushima, which was 
devastated by a 2011 earthquake, 
tsunami and the meltdown of 
three nuclear reactors. 

“The Olympics is scary enter¬ 
tainment for us,” she added. 

Tokyo organizers have shat¬ 
tered records for local sponsor¬ 
ship revenue, which has passed 
$3 billion — about three times 
more than any previous Olym¬ 
pics. Much has been raised by 
giant Japanese advertising com¬ 
pany Dentsu Inc. 

There have also been glitches 
and scandal. 

Tsunekazu Takeda, the head of 
the Japanese Olympic Commit¬ 
tee, was forced to quit earlier this 
year when he was implicated in a 
vote-buying scheme to land the 
games. He has denied wrongdo¬ 
ing, but acknowledged he signed 
off on about $2 million that 
French investigators allege went 
to buy votes. 

The 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olym¬ 
pics are implicated in the same 
kind of vote-buying bribery. 

Tokyo organizers were also 
forced to redesign their logo 
when the original draft faced 
charges of plagiarism, and an 
international labor union has al¬ 
leged work-safety violations at 
Olympic venues, largely regard¬ 
ing migrant labor. 

A futuristic design for the new 
stadium by the late British archi¬ 
tect Zaha Hadid was scrapped 
when costs soared to $2 billion. 
Japanese architect Kengo Kuma 
was chosen instead with a de¬ 
sign focused on wood lattice and 
greenery. 



Anti-Olympics protesters hold signs during a rally outside Shinjuku Station in Tokyo on Wednesday. 
Opponents to the games say the spending cuts into budgets for local housing and environmental issues. 



Pavel Golovkin/AP 


Russian Sports Minister Pavel 
Kolobkov speaks to the media in 
Moscow on Wednesday. 

Russia 
aims for 
revival 

Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Russia will be¬ 
come a force in the medals table 
at next year’s Tokyo Olympics de¬ 
spite its current doping problems, 
the country’s sports minister said 
Wednesday. 

Russia won just 19 gold med¬ 
als at the 2016 Olympics in Rio 
de Janeiro, its lowest count since 
Soviet days. It was fourth in the 
medals table behind the United 
States, Britain and China. 

“We’re not thinking about law¬ 
suits or arguments. We’re pre¬ 
paring calmly,” Sports Minister 
Pavel Kolobkov said. “In most 
sports, even in sports where we 
didn’t have great results a while 
back, we will be competing for 
medals.” 

Russia was allowed to field only 
one athlete in track and field and 
none in weightlifting because of 
measures imposed in the wake 
of doping cases. Two years later 
at the Winter Olympics in Py- 
eongchang, Russia’s team was 
officially barred for past doping 
offenses, and a diminished team 
of “Olympic Athletes from Rus¬ 
sia” competed instead. 

Russia was formally read¬ 
mitted by the International 
Olympic Committee after the 
Pyeongchang Games and restric¬ 
tions on its roster will be relaxed 
next year compared to the last 
Summer Olympics. 

Dozens of Russians have passed 
vetting from the lAAF and are 
now allowed to compete inter¬ 
nationally in track. Russia will 
only be able to send one male and 
one female weightlifter to Tokyo 
under new rules restricting quo¬ 
tas for countries with a history of 
doping in that sport. China, India 
and Iran are among 16 other 
countries hit by the weightlifting 
rule change. 

“Roughly speaking, we under¬ 
stand we’ve already formed a 
pool of athletes who can compete 
for medals. I can say that we’ll be 
competitive in 20 sports,” Kolob¬ 
kov said. “So we’re expecting a 
very interesting year of qualifi¬ 
cation for the Olympics, and I’m 
sure the Olympics will please our 
fans with good results.” 
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White pushes ahead with skateboarding 


US gold medalist will compete at worlds 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Shaun White is press¬ 
ing forward with plans to shoot for the 
Summer Olympics in skateboarding. 

White said Tuesday on NBC’s “Today” 
show that he will compete at world cham¬ 
pionships in September “and see what 
happens” before deciding whether to try 
to earn a spot on the U.S. team for skate¬ 
boarding’s Olympic debut next summer 
in Tokyo. 

The three-time Olympic snowboard¬ 
ing champion has won five of his 23 X 
Games medals on the summer side in 
skateboarding. 

But when snowboarding became an 
Olympic sport, and with no similar op¬ 
tion on the Summer Games side, White 
focused on the Winter Games. 

He announced last summer that skate¬ 
boarding was in his plans but only com¬ 
peted in one contest last year. 

Street and park skateboarding are on 
the 2020 Olympics program, neither of 
which is considered White’s specialty. 

He is expected to focus on the park 
version, which mixes vertical jumps like 


The answer is, if anyone 
can do it, it’s Shaun, but 
he has a long, hard road 
in front of him. f 

Josh Friedberg 

CEO of USA Skateboarding 


those seen on the halfpipe with street fea¬ 
tures like rails and stairs. 

Josh Friedberg, the CEO of USA Skate¬ 
boarding, said last month “the question we 
always get is the Shaun White question.” 

“The answer is, if anyone can do it, it’s 
Shaun, but he has a long, hard road in 
front of him,” Friedberg said. 

White, 32, has acknowledged as much, 
and stopped short of saying Tuesday that 
he’s all-in for a run at the Olympics. 

“I thought, why don’t I test the waters, 
compete a little and see what happens,” 
he said. “After that I’ll probably make the 
big announcement of what I’m going to 
do.” 



Lee Jin-man/AP 


Olympic champion snowboarder Shaun White will compete at skateboarding world 
championships in September before deciding whether to try to earn a spot on the U.S. 
team for the sport’s Olympic debut next summer in Tokyo. 


Scandal, high costs 
but unrivaled demand 


Tokyo 2020 Olympic medals are unveiled during a ceremony 
Wednesday as oi^nizers marked one year until the games open. 


Early 
forecast: 
US tops 
in medals 

By Stephen Wade 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — If the Tokyo Olym¬ 
pics were opening today, the Unit¬ 
ed States would top the overall 
medal count and the gold-medal 
count. 

That’s the forecast released 
Tuesday by Gracenote Sports, 
which supplies statistical analy¬ 
sis for sports leagues around the 
world. 

Simon Gleave, the head of 
sports analysis at Gracenote, said 
his model has the United States 
winning 51 gold medals, 34 sil¬ 
ver, and 41 bronze for 126 overall. 
China is picked to finish second 
with 38 gold and 81 overall. 

Host nation Japan is third, 
which would be a strong show¬ 
ing for a country with a much 
smaller population than China 
or the United States. Japan is 
predicted to win 29 gold medals, 
67 overall and take advantage of 
the “home-field advantage” that 
almost always goes to the host na¬ 
tion. Spain got a boost back in the 
’92 Barcelona Olympics, China 
jumped in 2008 in Beijing, as did 
Britain in London in 2012. 

The Tokyo Olympics open on 
July 24, 2020. 

The next seven countries 
ranked in order of overall med¬ 
als are: Russia (65), Britain (43), 
Australia (43), France (41), Ger¬ 
many (38), Netherlands (34), and 
Italy (32). 


This is the fifth forecast Gleave 
has put together and the record is 
solid. 

“Sometimes countries over¬ 
perform, or under-perform, and 
that’s not to do with our model,” 
Gleave told AP in an interview. 
“That just happens in sport.” 

Three years ago in Rio de Ja¬ 
neiro, Gracenote picked the order 
of the top three countries correct¬ 
ly, and picked eight of the top 10 
medal-winning countries. In the 
2018 Pyeongchang Winter Olym¬ 
pics, it correctly picked Norway 
to win a record number of med¬ 
als and finish ahead of No. 2 Ger¬ 
many. It also picked the top four 
countries in the correct order. Its 
predictions for seven of the top 10 
countries were within one or two 
medals of their final totals. 

Russia is a m^or headache. 
Its track and field athletes are 
still banned from Tokyo follow¬ 
ing a widespread doping scandal. 
The governing body of track and 
field, the lAAF, has had a ban on 
the Russian athletics federation 
since 2015. Russia’s medal total 


of course will be impacted by any 
change in eligibility. 

“If just before the Olym¬ 
pics, Russia is allowed to enter 
again it’s going to be a bit of an 
issue,” Gleave said of the medal 
predictions. 

Other highlights. 

■ Britain finished in the top 
three in the last two Olympics, 
but is expected to fall out of that 
ranking. Look for Australia and 
Britain to be vying for a spot in 
the top five. 

■ The Netherlands is picked 
to surpass its best overall medal 
total of 25 — that was 2000 in 
Sydney — and reach 34. 

■ The second 10 in overall 
medal totals predicted are: South 
Korea (30), Hungary (27), Can¬ 
ada (25), Kenya (20), Spain (20), 
New Zealand (18), Ukraine (16), 
Brazil (15), Poland (14), and Tur¬ 
key (14). 

■ Women’s participation in 
Tokyo will almost reach parity 
with men. Countries not promot¬ 
ing women’s sports are sure to 
suffer in the medal standings. 


By Stephen Wade 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — Despite scandals, 
rising costs and doubts about 
the economic payoff, the Tokyo 
Olympics will be a must-see 
event — if you can find a ticket or 
a hotel room — when they open in 
a year. 

Tokyo was supposed to be a 
“safe pair of hands” after Rio de 
Janeiro’s corruption and near¬ 
meltdown three years ago. 

Mostly, it has been. 

Local sponsorship revenue has 
passed $3 billion, about three 
times more than any previous 
games, driven by Japan’s giant 
advertising and marketing com¬ 
pany Dentsu Inc., the exclusive 
marketing agency for the Tokyo 
Games caught in a French probe 
into alleged vote-buying connect¬ 
ed with Tokyo winning the 2020 
Olympics. 

Ticket demand is unprecedent¬ 
ed and few Japanese can even 
get them. Estimates suggest up 
to 90% of Japan residents who 
applied were unsuccessful in the 
first phase of a ticket lottery in 
June. Tickets prices are sure to 
soar with scalping a certainty, 
though Japan just passed a law 
banning the practice. 

“This is probably going to be 
the most popular Olympics, and 
possibly one of the most popular 
events of all time,” Ken Hanscom 
told The Associated Press. He fol¬ 
lows ticketing around the globe as 
the chief operating officer of Los 
Angeles-based TicketManager. 

Roy Tomizawa, a Japanese 
American who lives in Japan 
and published the most definitive 
book on Tokyo’s 1964 Olympics, 


said he applied for 16 tickets and 
got zero in the June lottery. 

Organizers have quickly 
thrown together a so-called sec¬ 
ond-chance lottery in August, 
and have another lottery set for 
later in the year. But this will not 
change the reality: Demand ex¬ 
ceeds supply in Japan by at least 
10 times. And it’s a similar story 
for buyers outside Japan. 

“I thought that putting myself 
down for the most expensive tick¬ 
ets would ensure me of winning 
seats, but that wasn’t the case,” 
Tomizawa told the AP. “I struck 
out resoundingly. The high de¬ 
mand appeared to surprise every¬ 
one, Japanese and non-Japanese 
alike.” 

Tomizawa, whose father was 
a producer for NBC News at the 
’64 Olympics, said the “measured 
demeanor” of the Japanese hides 
their Olympic enthusiasm. There 
are great expectations. Japan 
is shooting for a record 30 gold 
medals, almost twice the previ¬ 
ous best of 16 in Tokyo. 

And don’t forget: Greater Tokyo 
has a population of more than 35 
million — the world’s largest met¬ 
ropolitan area. 

The Olympics will be simply 
a sideshow for some Tokyo visi¬ 
tors, astounded by the cleanli¬ 
ness, courtesy and order. Japan’s 
sprawling capital is a dense mix 
of the traditional and eccentric 
where bowing meets bustle. 

“I’ve never, never seen interest 
in attending the Olympics like I 
have for Tokyo,” said Greg Har¬ 
ney, who works at Cartan Global, 
an Authorized Ticket Reseller for 
much of Latin American and the 
Caribbean, and is preparing to at¬ 
tend his 19th Olympics. 



Koji Sasahara/AP 
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Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, July 25,2019 


MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 


East Division 


New York 
Boston 
Tampa Bay 
Toronto 
Baltimore 

Minnesota 
Cleveland 
Chicago 
Kansas City 
Detroit 

\ 

Houston 
Oakland 
Los Angeles 
Texas 
Seattle 


Central Division 


41 63 


394 24'/2 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Atlanta 60 42 .588 - 

Washington 53 46 .535 5'/2 

Philadelphia 53 48 .525 6'/2 

New York 46 54 .460 13 

Miami 37 62 .374 21'/2 

Central Division 

Chicago 54 47 .535 - 

St. Louis 53 47 .530 Vi 

Milwaukee 53 50 .515 2 

Cincinnati 46 53 .465 7 

Pittsburgh 46 54 .460 7'/2 

West Division 

Los Angeles 67 36 .650 - 

San Francisco 52 50 .510 lA'A 

Arizona 51 51 .500 IS'A 

Colorado 47 53 .470 18'/2 

San Diego 47 53 .470 ISVi 

Tuesday’s games 
Toronto 2, Cleveland 1,10 innings 
Boston 5, Tampa Bay 4 
Philadelphia 3, Detroit 2,15 innings 
Kansas City 5, Atlanta 4 
Miami 5, Chicago White Sox 1 
N.Y. Yankees 14, Minnesota 12,10 innings 
Oakland 4, Houston 3,11 Innings 
Baltimore 7, Arizona 2 

L.A. Angels 5, L.A. Dodgers 4 
Texas 7, Seattle 2 
St. Louis 4, Pittsburgh 3 
Washington 11, Colorado 1 
N.Y. Mets 5, San Diego 2 
Cincinnati 14, Milwaukee 6 
San Francisco 5, Chicago Cubs 4, 13 
innings 

Wednesday’s games 

Boston at Tampa Bay 
Philadelphia at Detroit 
Oakland at Houston 
Baltimore at Arizona 
Texas at Seattle 
Cleveland at Toronto 
Kansas City at Atlanta 
Miami at Chicago White Sox 
N.Y. Yankees at Minnesota 
L.A. Angels at L.A. Dodgers 
Cincinnati at Milwaukee 
Chicago Cubs at San Francisco 
Colorado at Washington, 2 
St. Louis at Pittsburgh 
San Diego at N.Y. Mets 

Thursday’s games 

N.Y. Yankees (Tanaka 7-5) at Boston 
(Porcello8-7) 

Minnesota (Berrios 8-5) at Chicago 
White Sox (Giolito 11-4) 

Cleveland (Plutko 3-2) at Kansas City 
(Montgomery 1-3) 

Baltimore (Eshelman 0-2) at L.A. An¬ 
gels (Canning 3-5) 

Texas (Jurado 5-6) at Oakland (Ander¬ 
son 9-5) 

Detroit (Norris 2-8) at Seattle (TBD) 
San Diego (Lauer5-7) at N.Y. Mets (de- 
Grom 5-7) 

St. Louis (Mikolas 6-10) at Pittsburgh 
(Musgrove 7-8) 

Colorado (Hoffman 1-3) at Washing¬ 
ton (Scherzer 9-5) 

Tuesday 

Yankees 14, Twins 12 (10) 

New York Minnesota 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

A.Hickscf 5 2 2 2 Kepler cf 6 0 10 

Judge rf 6 2 3 2 J.PIncoss 5 2 3 3 

Encrncodh 5 2 2 0 Cruzdh 5 2 11 

Voit lb 4 0 2 0 E.Rsrio If 6 2 2 1 

LMhieupr-lbl 10 0 Sano3b 6 2 2 5 
Grgriusss 5 2 5 7 Gnzalez rf 3 0 10 

G.Sanchc 5 0 0 0 Arraez2b 5 0 2 1 

Romine c 1110 Adranza lb 4 2 10 
Torres 2b 5 12 1 J.Cstroc 4 2 2 1 
Urshela3b 6 110 Garvrph-c 0 0 0 0 
Tuchman If 5 2 2 1 

Totals 481420 13 Totals 44121512 
New York 200 030 052 2-14 

Minnesota 012 510 021 0-12 

E—Gregorius (3). DP—New York 1, 
Minnesota 2. LOB—New York 10, Min¬ 
nesota 13. 2B—Judge 2 (6), Encarnacion 
(12), Gregorius 2 (5), Urshela (19), Tauch- 
man (10), J.Polanco (28), E.Rosario (15), 
Adrianza (4). HR—A.Hicks (11), Gregorius 
(6), J.Polanco (15), Cruz (21), Sano 2 (16). 
SB-Torres (4). SF-J.Polanco (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

German 3% 9 8 8 2 3 

Hale 2y3 4 110 1 

Kahnie 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Britton BS,4 1 2 2 2 0 1 

A.Chpman W,3-2 BS,5 1 0 113 0 
Ottavino H,24 ^3 0 0 0 3 1 

C.Green S,l-1 'A 0 0 0 0 0 

Minnesota 

Gibson 5 7 5 5 3 3 

Stashak 2 40003 

Parker 'A 3 4 4 1 1 

Duffey H,4 '/3 0 1111 

R.Harper BS,2 Vz 1 0 0 0 0 

Rogers BS,5 1 2 2 2 1 1 

K.Stewart L,2-2 1 3 2 2 0 0 

HBP—by German (Gonzalez), by Ger¬ 
man (Cruz). WP—German, K.Stewart. 
T-5:03. A-32,470 (38,649). 


Giants 5, Cubs 4 (13) 

Chicago San Francisco 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Schwrbrif 4 0 0 0 Belt lb 4 0 10 

Wickp 0 0 0 0 Posey c 5 0 10 

Kntzlerp 0 0 0 0 Sndoval 3b 6 111 

Russell ph 1 0 0 0 A.Dckrs If 5 2 2 1 

T.CIInsp 0 0 0 0 B.Crwfrss 5 110 

Cishekp 0 0 0 0 Ystrzmsrf 3 10 1 

Kimbrelp 0 0 0 0 Pillar cf 5 0 2 2 

Hndrcksph 1 0 0 0 Panik2b 5 0 0 0 

Brach p 0 0 0 0 Bmgrnerp 2 0 0 0 

J.Baezss 6 2 2 0 Z.Green ph 10 0 0 

Brynt3b-lf-rf6 13 2 Morontap 0 0 0 0 

Rizzo lb 5 0 0 0 Watson p 0 0 0 0 

AlmrJrcf 3 0 0 0 Will.Smp 0 0 0 0 

Dsciso ph-2b 1 0 0 0 Vogt ph 10 0 0 

Heywrd rf-cf 5 12 1 Mlancon p 0 0 0 0 

R. Grcia2b-lf 4 0 0 0 Slater ph 0 0 0 0 

Cratini c 5 0 2 1 Coonrod p 0 0 0 0 

Darvish p 2 0 0 0 

Boteph-3b 3 0 0 0 

Totals 46 4 9 4 Totals 42 5 8 5 

Chicago 101 000 110 000 0-4 

San Francisco 010 300 000 000 1-5 

E—Sandoval (5). DP—Chicago 2, San 
Francisco 3. LOB—Chicago 6, San Fran¬ 
cisco 6. 2B-J.Baez (26), Bryant (30), Hey¬ 
ward (12), A.Dickerson (9), Pillar 2 (24). 
HR-Sandoval (12), A.Dickerson (6). SB- 
J.Baez 2 (7). SF-Yastrzemski (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

Darvish 6 6 4 4 1 6 

Wick 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Kintzler 1 0 0 0 0 0 

T.Collins 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Cishek 1 10 0 10 

Kimbrel 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Brach L,3-3 VA 1 1111 

San Francisco 

Bumgarner 7 6 3 3 1 7 

MorontaH,12 1 1111 

Watson BS,2 'A 1 0 0 0 1 

Will.Smith 2 0 0 0 0 2 

Melancon 2 1 0 0 0 2 

Coonrod W,l-0 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Wick pitched to 1 batter in the 8th 
HBP—by Bumgarner (Rizzo), by Cishek 
(Posey). T-3:44. A-39,747 (41,915). 

Reds 14, Brewers 6 

Cincinnati Milwaukee 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Senzelcf 5 2 10 Caincf 5 12 1 

Votto lb 4 3 2 2 Yelich rf 5 0 11 

Perazalf-3b 2 0 12 Grandal c 3 0 2 0 

E.Sarez3b 4 2 3 3 B.Smith p 0 0 0 0 

S. Rmanop 0 0 0 0 Arciaph-ss 2 0 10 

Puigrf 3 2 10 Mstakas3b 4 0 0 0 

Stphnsnp 0 0 0 0 J.Jcksn p 0 0 0 0 

VnMterph-lfl 0 0 0 Aguilar ph 10 0 0 

Winker If 2 12 2 Braun If 3 10 0 

Ervin ph-lf-rf 2 113 Thames lb 2 1 0 0 

Gennett2b 4 12 1 Hiura2b 4 110 

J.lgissss 5 12 0 Sldinoss-3b3 1 1 0 

Lvrnwayc 5 12 1 Davies p 10 0 0 

Roark p 2 0 0 0 Claudio p 0 0 0 0 

Detrch ph-lb 2 0 0 0 Gamel ph 10 0 0 

Pinac 2 12 4 

Totals 411417 14 Totals 36 610 6 

Cincinnati 400 052 300-14 

Milwaukee 000 023 010- 6 

E—Saladino (1), Lavarnway (1), Roark 
(2). DP—Cincinnati 1, Milwaukee 1. LOB— 
Cincinnati 6, Milwaukee 7.2B—Votto (21), 
E.Suarez (17), Lavarnway (2), Cain (24). 
3B-Ervin (5). HR-Votto (9), E.Suarez 
(27), Winker (14), Pina (6). SB-J.lglesias 
(4). SF-Gennett (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Rangers 7, Mariners 2 

Texas Seattle 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Choolf 5 111 M.Smithcf 4 110 
Andrus SS 4 0 10 J.Crwfrss 3 0 11 

Mazara rf 4 111 Do.Sntn rf 10 0 0 

Pence dh 4 0 10 Moore If 3 0 0 0 

Gallo cf 4 110 Narvaez c 4 0 11 

DSheldscf 0 0 0 0 T.Bckhmdh4 0 1 0 

Odor 2b 4 3 3 3 Vgibach lb 4 0 0 0 

Frsythelb 4 110 Au.Nola2b 4 0 0 0 

A.Cbrra3b 3 0 0 1 K.SagerSb 4 0 10 

Fdrwicz c 4 0 11 Negron If-rf 3 12 0 

Totals 36 710 7 Totals 34 2 7 2 

Texas 123 000 010-7 

Seattle 100 010 000-2 

E-Milone (1). LOB-Texas 3, Seat¬ 
tle 6. 2B-Pence (15), J.Crawford (17), 

T.Beckham (19). HR—Choo (17), Mazara 
(14), Odor 2 (17). SB-Andrus (22). SF- 
A.Cabrera (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Texas 
B.MartIn 
Payano W,l-0 


2 


7 


Roark W,6-6 5 6 2 2 1 5 

Stephenson 1 13012 

S.Romano S,l-1 3 3 1112 


Davies L,8-3 4 9 7 6 1 7 

Claudio 1 2 2 2 0 2 

B.Smith 2 6 5 5 2 1 

J.Jackson 2 0 0 0 1 3 

Davies pitched to 3 batters in the 5th 
HBP-by B.Smith (E.Suarez). T-3:28. A- 
33,512 (41,900). 

Royals 5, Braves 4 

Kansas City Atlanta 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Mrrfeld cf-rf 4 2 10 Acn Jr. cf 3 10 0 

A. Grdon If 4 2 3 2 D.Swnsn ss 5 2 2 0 

H.DzierSb 2 0 0 0 F.Frman lb 5 0 2 1 

Solerrf 2 0 0 1 Dnldson3b 4 0 2 2 

Diekmanp 0 0 0 0 Mrkakisrf 5 0 0 0 

Kennedy p 0 0 0 0 Albies2b 5 12 0 

Cthbertlb 4 0 0 0 Riley If 5 0 10 

Arteaga ss 3 0 0 1 Flowers c 3 0 0 0 

N.Lopez 2b 4 0 0 0 Keuchel p 2 0 10 

Gllgherc 4 0 0 0 Sobotkap 0 0 0 0 

D.Duffyp 2 0 0 0 Joyce ph 0 0 0 0 

Barlow p 0 0 0 0 Swarzak p 0 0 0 0 

Hill p 0 0 0 0 Parsons p 0 0 0 0 

Dudaph 1111 Tomlin p 0 0 0 0 

B. HmItncf 1 0 0 0 CIbrson ph 10 11 

Minterp 0 0 0 0 
Totals 31 5 5 5 Totals 38 411 4 

Kansas City 000 101 030-5 

Atlanta 100 000 111-4 

DP—Atlanta 1. LOB—Kansas City 5, At¬ 
lanta 12. 2B—A.Gordon (26), Donaldson 
(22), Albies (24), Keuchel (1). HR-A.Gordon 
(11), Duda (4). SB-Acuna Jr. (22). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Kansas City 

D.Duffy 6 5 1 1 1 11 

Barlow H,6 0 1 1 1 0 

Hill W,1-0BS,1 'A 1 0 0 0 1 

Diekman H,17 1 2 110 1 

Kennedy S,18-21 1 3 110 1 

Atlanta 

Keuchel 6 3 2 2 2 12 

Sobotka 1 00001 

Swarzak L,2-3 0 2 3 3 1 0 

Parsons Vs 0 0 0 2 0 

Tomlin % 0 0 0 0 0 

Minter 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Swarzak pitched to 3 batters in the 8th 
HBP-by D.Duffy (Acuna Jr.), by D.Duffy 
(Donaldson), by Parsons (Arteaga), by 
Diekman (Flowers). T-3:30. A-36,570 
(41,149). 


Montero 

Bird 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Seattle 

MiloneL,l-5 6 9 6 6 0 5 

Carasiti 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Magill 2 1110 1 

WP-B.Martin. T-2:39. A-15,543 

(47,943). 

Orioles 7, Diamondbacks 2 

Baltimore Arizona 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Villarss-2b 5 0 0 0 J.Dyson If 3 0 10 

Mancini rf 3 110 K.Marte cf 4 0 0 0 
Sisco c 4 110 E.Escbr2b 4 0 10 

Nunez 3b 3 2 2 2 C.WIkerlb 4 0 0 0 

Ri.Mrtnss 0 0 0 0 A.Jones rf 4 0 0 0 

SmthJrIf 4 2 2 3 Lamb 3b 3 12 0 

Armstrnp 0 0 0 0 Ahmed ss 2 10 0 

Sntndercf-lf 4 1 2 2 A.Avilac 2 0 0 0 

C.Davislb 4 0 0 0 M.Kellyp 10 12 

Albrto2b-3b 4 0 10 McFrlndp 0 0 0 0 
Bundy p 2 0 0 0 I.Vrgasph 10 0 0 

R. Ruizph 1 0 0 0 Godleyp 0 0 0 0 

Bleierp 0 0 0 0 Flores ph 10 0 0 

S. WIkrs cf 1 0 0 0 Chafin p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 35 7 9 7 Totals 29 2 5 2 

Baltimore 034 000 000-7 

Arizona 020 000 000-2 

E-J.Dyson (2), Sisco (4). DP-Balti- 
more 3. LOB—Baltimore 3, Arizona 3. 
HR-Nunez (24), Smith Jr. (12), Santander 
(7). SB-J.Dyson (22). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Baltimore 

Bundy W,5-11 6 4 2 2 3 5 

Bleier 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Armstrong 2 0 0 0 0 2 

Arizona 

M. Kelly L,7-10 2'/3 8 7 7 0 4 

McFarland 2% 1 0 0 0 6 

Godley 3 0 0 0 2 3 

Chafin 1 0 0 0 0 2 

WP-Bundy. T-2:57. A-20,253 (48,519). 

Marlins 5, White Sox 1 

Miami Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

H.Rmrezrf 4 111 L.Grcia rf 3 0 0 0 

Bri.Anddh 4 110 Jay If 4 0 11 

Cooper lb 4 0 0 0 J.Abreu lb 4 0 0 0 

N. WIker3b 4 111 Moncada3b 4 0 0 0 

S. Cstro2b 4 12 1 A.Reed dh 3 0 10 

Alfaro c 4 0 0 0 We.CstI c 3 0 0 0 

Grndrsnif 3 112 Goins ss 3 0 0 0 

Puellocf 3 0 0 0 Y.Sanch2b 3 0 0 0 

Rivera ss 3 0 0 0 Engel cf 2 10 0 

Totals 33 5 6 5 Totals 29 1 2 1 

Miami 000 410 000-5 

Chicago 000 001 000-1 

E-Moncada (12). DP-Chicago 1. 
LOB—Miami 1, Chicago 3. 2B—Bri.Ander- 
son (23), S.Castro (13). HR-H.Ramirez 
(5), Granderson (9). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Miami 

C.SmithW,6-4 7 2 1 1 2 9 

N. Anderson 1 0 0 0 0 2 

J.Garcia 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Chicago 

Covey L,l-6 6 6 5 5 0 7 

J.Fry 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Cordero 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Detwiler 1 0 0 0 0 0 

T-2:27. A-14,043 (40,615). 

Blue Jays 2, Indians 1 (10) 

Cleveland Toronto 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Lindorss 5 0 2 1 Sogarddh 4 10 0 

Mercado cf 5 0 1 0 Galvis ss 5 0 10 

C.Sntnalb 4 0 10 Smoaklb 5 12 2 
Kipnisdh 4 0 0 0 Biggio2b 3 0 0 0 

Ramirez 3b 3 0 0 0 GrrrJr3b 3 0 2 0 

Bauersif 3 0 0 0 Grichukrf 4 0 10 

Luplow rf 0 0 0 0 T.Hrnan cf 3 0 10 

R.Perezc 4 0 10 McKnneylf 3 0 0 0 
Plwecki pr-c 0 0 0 0 D.Jnsen c 10 0 0 

M.Frman2b 4 0 0 0 Mailec 2 0 0 0 

G.AIIenrf-lf 3 110 GrrIJrph-lf 2 0 10 
Totals 35 1 6 1 Totals 35 2 8 2 

Cleveland 001 000 000 0-1 

Toronto 000 000 001 1-2 

DP—Cleveland 1. LOB—Cleveland 7, 
Toronto 8. 2B—Mercado (13), C.Santana 
(21), Guerrero Jr. (lA). HR—Smoak h7). 
SB-G.AIIen 2 (2). CS-Ramirez (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Cleveland 

Bauer VA 3 0 0 3 9 

O. Perez H,12 'AO 0 0 0 1 

Hand BS,2 % 2 110 0 

Cimber 1 1 0 0 0 1 

T. OIson L,l-1 0 2 1110 

Toronto 

Aa.Sanchez 5 5 110 6 

Biagini 2 0 0 0 0 2 

Dan.Hudson 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Phelps 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Giles W,2-2 1 10 0 11 

HBP-by Aa.Sanchez (Bauers). WP- 
Bauer, T.OIsor ^ - * 


Phillies 3, Tigers 2 (15) 

Philadelphia Detroit 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Kingeryss 7 110 J.Jonescf 5 0 0 0 
Hoskins lb 5 0 2 1 H.Cstro2b 7 2 10 

B. Hrperdh 7 0 10 Mi.Cbrrdh 5 0 0 0 

Ralmutoc 7 0 10 Cstllnsrf 6 0 2 1 

C. Hrnan2b 7 0 0 0 Cndlrio3b 4 0 0 0 

Franco 3b 4 0 2 0 Gdrumlb-lf5 0 1 0 

Haseleyrf 6 110 C.StwrtIf 5 0 10 

Quinn cf 5 112 Dixon ph-lb 1 0 10 

N.WIImsIf 4 0 0 0 J.Hicksc 6 0 0 0 

Segura ph 1 0 0 0 Mercer ss 5 0 10 

B.MIIerIf 10 0 0 

Totals 54 3 9 3 Totals 49 2 7 1 

Philadelphia 020 000 000 000 001-3 
Detroit 100 001 000 000 000-2 

E-H.Castro (4), C.Stewart (3), Kingery 
(9). DP-Philadelphia 3. LOB-Philadel- 
phia 11, Detroit 9. 2B-B.Harper (30), 
Franco (13), H.Castro (6), Castellanos 
2 (36). 3B-Kingery (2). HR-Quinn (1). 
S-Quinn(l). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Philadelphia 

Aa.Nola 7 4 2 1 1 7 

Morgan 'AO 0 0 0 0 

Pivetta VA 0 0 0 1 5 

Neris 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Nicasio 1 2 0 0 1 0 

J.AIvarez W,l-2 2 

Detroit 

Boyd 6 

B.Farmer 1 

J.Jimenez 1 

S.Greene 1 

Rosenthal 1 

Hardy 1 

Ni.Ramirez 3 

Stumpf L,l-1 1 

Nicasio pitched t 


n. T-3:19. A-22,186 (53,506). 


0 0 12 

12 2 2 8 

10 0 0 2 

10 0 0 2 

0 0 0 1 

10 0 12 

0 0 0 1 

10 0 12 

: 1 1 0 0 

_ ,_ 1 batter in the 

14th HBP-by Aa.Nola (Mi.Cabrera), by 
Aa.Nola (Candelario), by Aa.Nola (Mer¬ 
cer). WP-Aa.Nola. T-4:29. A-23,607 
(41,297). 

Nationals 11, Rockies 1 

Colorado Washington 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

BIckmonrf 4 0 10 T.Trnerss 5 2 4 2 
Tapia rf 1 0 0 0 Eaton rf 4 2 2 0 

Story ss 4 0 10 Blazekp 0 0 0 0 

Dahicf 3 0 0 0 Rendon 3b 4 112 

Arenado3b 4 0 10 J.Soto If 5 110 

Wolters3b 0 0 0 0 M.Adams lb 5 1 2 2 

D.Mrphylb 4 0 0 0 B.Dzier2b 5 110 

Desmond If 3 1 1 0 V.Rbles cf 5 111 

McMahon 2b 3 0 10 Gomes c 3 12 1 
J.Diazp 0 0 0 0 Strsbrgp 2 0 10 

McGee p 0 0 0 0 Stvnsonph 10 10 

Y.AInsoph 10 11 Suerop 0 0 0 0 
Innettac 4 0 0 0 Parra ph-rf 1112 

Lambert p 10 0 0 

Howard p 0 0 0 0 

Hampson2b 10 10 

Totals 33 1 7 1 Totals 4011 1710 

Colorado 000 000 001— 1 

Washington 200 001 80x-ll 

E—Story (4), Desmond (5). DP—Colo¬ 
rado 1. LOB—Colorado 9, Washington 8. 
2B—Blackmon (24), Story (25), Y.AIonso 
(7), T.Turner (21), Eaton (14), Rendon 
(28), B.Dozier (17). 3B-T.Turner (4). HR- 

T.Turner (8). SB—Desmond (2), Eaton (9), 
V.Robles (16). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Colorado 

Lambert L,2-2 5'A 9 3 3 1 8 

Howard 1 3 3 3 0 1 

J. Diaz % 5 5 5 1 0 

McGee 1 00000 

Washington 

Strasburg W,13-4 6 3 0 0 2 8 

Suero H,12 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Blazek 2 3 112 0 

HBP-by Howard (Rendon). T-3:37. 
A-22,612 (41,313). 

Angels 5, Dodgers 4 

Los Angeles Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Fltcher3b 4 0 10 Pdrson Ib-lf 5 0 1 1 

Trout cf 5 111 Verdgo If-cf 4 0 0 0 

Upton If 5 12 0 J.Trner3b 2 10 0 

K. CIhunrf 5 2 3 2 Blingerrf 5 12 0 

Simmons ss 5 0 10 Muncy 2b 2 10 1 

Pujols lb 5 0 0 1 Pollock cf 4 0 10 

Rengifo2b 3 110 Chrgoisp 0 0 0 0 

Garneauc 3 0 0 0 K.Hrnanph 10 10 

T.Colep 0 0 0 0 C.Sagerss 3 12 1 

Ohtani ph 10 11 Ru.Mrtn c 4 0 11 
Penap 1 0 0 0 Maedap 10 10 

A.Mejiap 0 0 0 0 J.Uriasp 10 0 0 

Wardph 0 0 0 0 Beaty ph 0 0 0 0 

J. Andrsp 0 0 0 0 Y.Grciap 0 0 0 0 

Buttrey p 0 0 0 0 Freese lb 10 0 0 

Goodwin ph 1 0 1 0 

Bdrsian p 0 0 0 0 

H.Rblesp 0 0 0 0 

Totals 38 511 5 Totals 33 4 9 4 

Los Angeles (A) 010 030 100-5 

Los Angeles (N) 000 102 001-4 

E-J.Turner (6), Fletcher (5), Pujols (2). 
DP—Los Angeles (N) 1. LOB—Los Angeles 
(A) 10, Los Angeles (N) 11. 2B-Upton (4), 

K. Calhoun 2 (18), Renglfo (13), Bellinger 
(20). HR-Trout (33), K.Calhoun (22). SF- 
Muncy (4), C.Seager (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles (A) 

T.Cole 1 0 0 0 1 2 

PenaW,8-3 3V^ 3 113 5 

A.Meiia 'AO 0 0 0 0 

J.Anderson H,13 'A 2 2 2 2 1 

Buttrey H,18 IV^ 2 0 0 0 1 

Bedrosian H,ll 1 0 0 0 0 1 

H.Robles S,15-17 1 2 1110 

Los Angeles (N) 

Maeda L,7-7 4'A 4 3 3 2 7 

J.Urias l^A 3 1111 

Y.Garcia 1 2 110 0 

Chargois 2 2 0 0 0 2 

HBP-by Maeda (Garneau). T-3:54. 
A-53,725 (56,000). 


Mets 5, Padres 2 

San Diego New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

TtsJr.ss 5 12 1 McNeil rf-lf 3 0 2 0 

Margot cf 4 0 10 Cnfrto cf-rf 4 0 0 0 

Machado 3b 2 0 0 0 P.AInsolb 12 0 0 
Renfroe If 3 0 0 1 Cano 2b 4 3 4 5 

F.Reyesrf 3 0 0 0 W.Ramosc 4 0 10 

Hosmerlb 3 110 D.Smith If 4 0 0 0 

F. Mejiac 3 0 10 J.WIsonp 0 0 0 0 

L. Urias2b 3 0 0 0 Ed.Diaz p 0 0 0 0 

Paddackp 2 0 0 0 T.Frzer3b 4 0 0 0 

M. Baezp 0 0 0 0 A.Rsrioss 4 0 10 

Myers ph 1 0 0 0 J.Vrgas p 2 0 0 0 

L. AIIenp 0 0 0 0 J..Dvisph 10 0 0 

G. Grciaph 1 0 0 0 Bashlorp 0 0 0 0 

Gsllman p 0 0 0 0 

Lagaresef 0 0 0 0 
Totals 30 2 5 2 Totals 31 5 8 5 
San Diego ODD 000 011-2 

New York 000 102 20x-S 

DP—New York 1. LOB—San Diego 9, 
New York 6. 2B-Tatis Jr. (10). HR-Cano 3 
(9). SB-Machado (3). SF-Renfroe (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Diego 

Paddack L,6-5 5 5 3 3 2 4 

M. Baez 1 1 0 0 0 0 

LAIIen 2 2 2 2 1 0 

New York 

J. Vargas W,5-5 6 1 0 0 4 8 

BashlorH,! % 1 0 0 10 

Gsellman H,6 I'A 2 110 1 

J.Wilson 0 0 112 0 

Ed.Diaz 5,22-26 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Paddack pitched to 3 batters in the 
6th J.Wilson pitched to 2 batters in the 
9th HBP-by Paddack (McNeil). WP- 

J. Vargas, Gsellman. T-3:02. A-33,199 
(41,922). 

Athietics 4, Astros 3 (11) 

Oakland Houston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Semien ss 4 10 0 Sprngr cf-rf 4 0 0 0 
M.Chpmn3b 4 110 Altuve2b 5 0 10 
M.OIsonlb 5 2 2 3 Brgmnss-3b5 0 0 0 
Canha rf 4 0 10 Brntley If 4 12 0 

Lureanocf 5 0 2 1 Mrsnickef 10 0 0 

K. Davisdh 5 0 0 0 Alvarez dh 5 0 0 0 

Pinderif 3 0 0 0 Gurriel3b 4 12 2 

Grssmnph-lf2 0 0 0 Straw pr-ss 110 0 
Phegleyc 4 0 10 Rddick rf-lf 3 0 10 
Barreto 2b 3 0 0 0 A.Diaz lb 3 0 0 1 
Profar ph-2b 10 10 Stassi c 3 0 2 0 

Kempph 10 0 0 

R.Chrnsc 0 0 0 0 

Totals 40 4 8 4 Totals 39 3 8 3 
Oakland 000 000 003 01-4 

Houston 020 000 001 00-3 

E—Semien (7), Laureano (6). DP—Oak¬ 
land 1, Houston 1. LOB—Oakland 6, Hous¬ 
ton 6. 2B—Laureano (25), Brantley (27). 
HR-M.OIson (21), Gurriel (20). SB-AI- 
tuve (4). SF-A.DIaz (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Oakland 

Fiers VA 6 2 2 2 3 

Buchter 'AO 0 0 0 1 

Soria BS,4 1 2 110 1 

Petit W,3-2 2 0 0 0 0 2 

Houston 

Miley 8 4 2 2 2 6 

R.Osuna BS,4 1 1110 1 

Harris 1 1 0 0 0 1 

McHugh L,3-5 % 2 1110 

Devenski 'AO 0 0 0 0 

Miley pitched to 2 batters in the 9th 
WP-Fiers. T-3:14. A-39,204 (41,168). 

Red Sox 5, Rays 4 

Boston Tampa Bay 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Betts rf 5 0 10 d’Arnud Ib-c 4 112 
Devers3b 5 2 2 0 Pham If 4 0 2 1 

Bgaertsss 4 110 Meadwsdh 5 0 0 0 

Mrtinez dh 4 13 0 Av.Grci rf 4 0 0 0 

Bnntndilf 4 0 2 2 M.Duffy3b 3 0 2 0 

Holt 2b 3 0 0 0 Brsseau2b 3 0 0 0 

Chavis ph-2b 1 0 0 0 Wendle ph 110 0 

Mreland lb 2 0 0 0 Heredia cf 2 0 0 0 

C. Vzqz ph-lb 1111 N.Lowe ph 10 0 0 

BrdlyJcf 3 0 0 1 Adames ss 3 10 0 

Leone 4 0 0 0 Zuninoc 110 0 

Choi ph-lb 2 0 11 
Totals 36 510 4 Totals 33 4 6 4 
Boston 200 000 120-5 

Tampa Bay 002 000 002—4 

DP—Tampa Bay 1. LOB—Boston 7, 
Tampa Bay 8. 2B—Pham (18), M.Duffy 
(1). HR-C.Vazquez (16), d’Arnaud (11). 
CS-Betts (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Boston 

Sale W,5-9 6 4 2 2 3 10 

M.Barnes H,17 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Workman H,15 PA 2 2 2 2 2 

Walden S,2-5 'AO 0 0 10 

Tampa Bay 

Y.Chirinos 5^A 6 2 2 0 5 

Poche L,2-4 I'A 2 110 1 

D. Castillo 0 2 2 2 1 0 

Kolarek 1 00011 

Kittredge 1 0 0 0 0 0 

D.Castillo pitched to 3 batters in the 
8th HBP-by Kolarek (Bradley Jr.). WP- 
Y.Chlrlnos. T-3:19. A-15,876 (25,025). 

This date in baseball 

July 25 

1918 — Walter Johnson of the Wash¬ 
ington Senators pitched a four-hitter in 
15 innings to beat the St. Louis Browns 
1-0. The only hit off him in the first 11 in¬ 
nings was a triple by George Sisler. 

1930 — The Philadelphia Athletics 
came up with a triple steal in the first in¬ 
ning and again in the fourth in a 14-1 win 
over the Cleveland Indians. 

1941 — Lefty Grove of the Boston Red 
Sox won his 300th and last game, beating 
the Cleveland Indians 10-6. 

SEE SCOREBOARD ON PAGE 29 
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Cardinals 4, Pirates 3 

St. Louis Pittsburgh 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

EdmanSb 3 0 0 0 A.Frzer2b 4 12 0 

J.Mrtinrf 4 2 2 1 Rynolds rf 2 10 0 

Gllegosp 0 0 0 0 S.Martecf 3 113 

A.MIIerp 0 0 0 0 Bell lb 4 0 10 

Gldschmlb 4 112 Moran 3b 4 0 0 0 
O'Neill If 4 0 0 0 C.Dckrs If 3 0 10 

Wietersc 4 0 0 0 Me.Cbrrph 10 0 0 

Delong ss 4 110 Newman ss 4 0 10 
Wong 2b 4 0 2 1 StIIngsc 3 0 0 0 

Y.Mnoz cf-rf 3 0 0 0 Strtton p 0 0 0 0 

Dak.Hdsp 3 0 10 J.Osunaph 10 0 0 

Bader cf 1 0 0 0 Archer p 2 0 0 0 

EI.DIazc 10 0 0 
Totals 34 4 7 4 Totals 32 3 6 3 
St. Louis 012 010 000-4 

Pittsburgh 300 000 000-3 

DP-St. Louis 1. LOB-St. Louis 5, Pitts¬ 
burgh 5.2B-DeJong (23), Wong (15), Beii 
(33), C.Dickerson (16). HR-J.Martinez 
(10), Goidschmidt (20), S.Marte (17). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

St. Louis 

Dak.Hudson W,10-4 G'/j 6 3 3 3 5 

Gallegos H,9 m 0 0 0 0 3 

A.MIIIerS,3-5 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Pittsburgh 

Archer L,3-7 6 7 4 4 2 6 

Stratton 3 0 0 0 0 4 

T-2:46. A-15,778 (38,362). 

AL leaders 

BATTING-LeMahieu, New York, .337; 
Brantley, Houston, .330; Devers, Boston, 
.322; Bogaerts, Boston, .312; Polanco, 
Minnesota, .312; Merrifield, Kansas City, 
.308; Alberto, Baltimore, .306; Moncada, 
Chicago, .300; Trout, Los Angeles, .298; 
Springer, Houston, .296. 

RBI—Trout, Los Angeles, 80; Devers, 
Boston, 77; Bogaerts, Boston, 76; Abreu, 
Chicago, 72; Encarnacion, New York, 71; 
Soler, Kansas City, 71; LeMahieu, New 
York, 70; Rosario, Minnesota, 66; 3 tied 
at 65. 

DOUBLES-Castellanos, Detroit, 36; 
Bogaerts, Boston, 33; Devers, Boston, 30; 
Merrifield, Kansas City, 28; Polanco, Min¬ 
nesota, 28; Brantley, Houston, 27; Chap¬ 
man, Oakland, 27; AGordon, Kansas City, 
26; 4 tied at 25. 

TRIPLES-Merrifield, Kansas City, 9; 
Mondesi, Kansas City, 9; Kiermaier, Tam¬ 
pa Bay, 6; Smith, Seattle, 6; Dozier, Kan¬ 
sas City, 5; Gardner, New York, 5; Mead¬ 
ows, Tampa Bay, 5; Polanco, Minnesota, 
5; 4 tied at 4. 

HOME RUNS-Trout, Los Angeles, 33; 
Encarnacion, New York, 29; Soler, Kansas 
City, 27; Bregman, Houston, 26; Kepler, 
Minnesota, 25; Nunez, Baltimore, 24; 
Sanchez, New York, 24; Vogelbach, Se¬ 
attle, 23; 5 tied at 22. 

PITCHING-German, New York, 12-2; 
Lynn, Texas, 12-6; Rodriguez, Boston, 12- 
4; Verlander, Houston, 12-4; Cole, Hous¬ 
ton, 11-5; Giolito, Chicago, 11-4; Gonzales, 
Seattle, 11-8; Morton, Tampa Bay, 11-3; 
Odorizzi, Minnesota, 11-4; 7 tied at 9. 

ERA—Morton, Tampa Bay, 2.61; Minor, 
Texas, 2.86; Berrios, Minnesota, 2.96; Ver¬ 
lander, Houston, 2.99; Cole, Houston, 3.03; 
Stroman, Toronto, 3.06; Giolito, Chicago, 
3.12; Miley, Houston, 3.18; Odorizzi, Min¬ 
nesota, 3.18; Chirinos, Tampa Bay, 3.29. 

STRIKEOUTS-Cole, Houston, 205; 
Sale, Boston, 182; Bauer, Cleveland, 179; 
Verlander, Houston, 172; Boyd, Detroit, 
168; Bieber, Cleveland, 156; Lynn, Texas, 
152; Morton, Tampa Bay, 152; Snell, Tam¬ 
pa Bay, 136; Giolito, Chicago, 134. 

NL leaders 

BATTING-McNeil, New York, .342; 
Yelich, Milwaukee, .335; Bellinger, Los 
Angeles, .333; KMarte, Arizona, .319; 
Blackmon, Colorado, .318; Rendon, Wash¬ 
ington, .316; Arenado, Colorado, .306; 
Freeman, Atlanta, .303; Dahl, Colorado, 
.300; Bryant, Chicago, .299. 

RBI-Bell, Pittsburgh, 86; Escobar, Ari¬ 
zona, 79; Freeman, Atlanta, 79; Bellinger, 
Los Angeles, 77; Yelich, Milwaukee, 77; 
Arenado, Colorado, 76; Alonso, New York, 
75; Harper, Philadelphia, 70; 3 tied at 69. 

DOUBLES-Bell, Pittsburgh, 33; Bry¬ 
ant, Chicago, 30; Harper, Philadelphia, 
30; Rendon, Washington, 28; Baez, Chi¬ 
cago, 26; Freeman, Atlanta, 26; McNeil, 
New York, 26; KMarte, Arizona, 25; Story, 
Colorado, 25; 7 tied at 24. 

TRIPLES—Escobar, Arizona, 9; Black¬ 
mon, Colorado, 7; KMarte, Arizona, 6; 
Ervin, Cincinnati, 5; Rosario, New York, 5; 
Tapia, Colorado, 5; Tatis Jr., San Diego, 5; 
8 tied at 4. 

HOME RUNS-Yelich, Milwaukee, 35; 
Bellinger, Los Angeles, 34; Alonso, New 
York, 33; Renfroe, San Diego, 28; Bell, 
Pittsburgh, 27; Suarez, Cincinnati, 27; 
Moustakas, Milwaukee, 26; Muncy, Los 
Angeles, 26; Reyes, San Diego, 26; 2 tied 

PITCHING—Strasburg, Washington, 
13-4; Ryu, Los Angeles, 11-2; Woodruff, 
Milwaukee, 11-3; Fried, Atlanta, 10-4; 
Greinke, Arizona, 10-4; Hudson, St. Louis, 
10-4; Soroka, Atlanta, 10-2; 7 tied at 9. 

ERA—Ryu, Los Angeles, 1.76; Scherzer, 
Washington, 2.30; Castillo, Cincinnati, 
2.36; Soroka, Atlanta, 2.46; Kershaw, Los 
Angeles, 2.84; Greinke, Arizona, 2.93; de- 
Grom, New York, 3.03; Davies, Milwaukee, 
3.17; Buehler, Los Angeles, 3.23; Gray, 
Cincinnati, 3.29. 

STRIKEOUTS-Scherzer, Washington, 
181; Ray, Arizona, 162; Strasburg, Wash¬ 
ington, 159; deGrom, New York, 154; Nola, 
Philadelphia, 145; Corbin, Washington, 
144; Castillo, Cincinnati, 138; Woodruff, 
Milwaukee, 136; Bumgarner, San Fran¬ 
cisco, 134; Marquez, Colorado, 133. 


Roundup 

Red Sox top 
Rays, move 
into second 
in AL East 



The Nationals' Trea Turner watches his solo home run in front of Rockies catcher Chris 
lannetta during the first inning of Tuesday’s game in Washington. Turner hit for the cycle. 

Turner hits for cycle 
as Nats rout Rockies 


By Harvey Valentine 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Trea Turner knows bet¬ 
ter than most what it takes to hit for a cycle. 
The key, he says, is quite a bit of good luck. 

Turner hit his second career cycle, Stephen 
Strasburg earned his m^or league-leading 
13th win and the Washington Nationals routed 
the Colorado Rockies 11-1 Tuesday night. 

Turner led off the first inning with homer, 
singled in the second and tripled leading off 
the fifth. After grounding into a double play 
in the sixth, he doubled home a run during 
Washington’s eight-run seventh. 

“Didn’t screw it up this time,” Turner said. 
“Had a chance earlier in the year to do it and 
needed a single and didn’t do it. For me it’s 
almost more funny than anything that I got 
lucky enough to get the right hits. I think it’s 
kind of a lucky stat because you’ve got to put 
the ball in the right place at the right time.” 

It was the fourth cycle for the Nationals 
since relocating to Washington in 2005, half 
of them by Turner against the Rockies. He’s 
the 26th player to hit for multiple cycles and 
the third to do it twice against the same team 
after Fred Clark (1901,1903 versus Cincinna¬ 
ti) and Christian Yelich (2018 versus Miami), 
according to the Elias Sports Bureau. 

“Too be able to do it twice, that to me is a 
testament to how good a player Trea really 
is,” manager Dave Martinez said. “What I 
like about him is that he’s really staying on 
top of the ball and back-spinning balls. When 
he does that, he hits the ball hard.” 

Turner increased his average to .286, and 
the team’s resurgence has coincided with his 
return after missing 38 games with a broken 
finger. 

Strasburg (13-4) pitched six innings for his 
sixth straight win as the Nationals kicked off 
a 10-game homestand. He allowed three hits 
and two walks while striking out eight. The 
right-hander is 10-1 with a 3.17 ERA in his 
past 12 starts. 

“He had the curveball going tonight,” Colo¬ 
rado’s Ryan McMahon said. “He kind of was 
throwing it when guys weren’t expecting it. 
Throwing it well, too. He kept the ball down 
really well, went up when he wanted to.” 



Nationals starting pitcher Stephen Strasburg 
earned his major league-leading 13th win. 


Colorado rookie Peter Lambert (2-2) gave 
up three runs and nine hits. He struck out 
eight with a walk but is winless in his last six 
games. 

Secret weapon: Strasburg singled his first 
time up, giving him hits in four straight at-bats 
before he grounded out in the fourth inning. 
Martinez joked that Strasburg might pinch hit 
during Wednesday’s day-night doubleheader. 

“No, streak’s over,” Strasburg said. “I’ll 
take a day.” 

Welcome back: Former Nationals Ian Des¬ 
mond (2009-15) and Daniel Murphy (2016-18) 
returned to Nationals Park. Both received 
warm ovations and tipped their helmets to 
the crowd before their second-inning at-bats. 
Desmond went l-for-3 and Murphy was 0-for- 
4. Desmond is the last player drafted by the 
Montreal Expos still active in the m^ors. 


Associated Press 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — Christian 
Vazquez hit a tiebreaking home run in the 
seventh inning, Marcus Walden bailed Bos¬ 
ton out of a bases-loaded jam in the ninth and 
the Red Sox beat the Tampa Bay Rays 5-4 on 
Tuesday night to move into second place in 
the AL East for the first time since the second 
day of the season. 

The defending World Series champions 
have recovered from a 3-8 start and improved 
to a season-high 10 games over .500 at 56-46, 
moving one percentage point ahead of the 
Rays (57-47), who have lost seven of eight. 

Chris Sale (5-9) allowed two runs on Travis 
d’Arnaud’s third-inning homer and limited 
the Rays to just three other hits. He struck out 
10 in six innings. 

Yankees 14 , Twins 12 (10): Aaron Hicks 
made a game-saving catch in center field for 
the final out in the 10th inning, Didi Grego¬ 
rius had five hits and seven RBIs, and visit¬ 
ing New York beat Minnesota in a game that 
featured five lead changes or ties in the final 
three innings. 

Angels 5, Dodgers 4: Kole Calhoun had a 
homer and two doubles before he threw out 
Cody Bellinger at the plate to end the An¬ 
gels’ Freeway Series victory over the visiting 
Dodgers. 

Giants 5, Cubs 4 (13): Pablo Sandoval 
homered with one out in the 13th inning, lift¬ 
ing host San Francisco past Chicago. 

Mets 5, Padres 2: Robinson Cano hit three 
home runs, leading Jason Vargas and host 
New York over San Diego. 

Cardinals 4, Pirates 3: Paul Goldschmidt 
homered for the second straight night, Jose 
Martinez added his 10th home run and Dakota 
Hudson (10-4) rebounded from a shaky start 
to lead visiting St. Louis past Pittsburgh. 

Blue Jays 2, Indians 1 (10): Justin Smoak 
tied the game with a homer in the ninth in¬ 
ning and knocked in the winning run with a 
two-out single in the 10th as host Toronto beat 
Cleveland. 

Royals 5, Braves 4: Lucas Duda delivered 
Kansas City’s first pinch-hit homer of the sea¬ 
son to break a tie in the eighth inning, and 
visiting Kansas City beat NL East-leading 
Atlanta. 

Reds 14, Brewers 6: Eugenio Suarez hit 
his third two-run home run in two games and 
visiting Cincinnati battered Zach Davies (8-3) 
for seven runs in a rout of Milwaukee. 

Orioles 7, Diamondbacks 2: Dwight Smith 
Jr. hit a three-run home run, Dylan Bundy (5- 
11) pitched six solid innings and visiting Bal¬ 
timore beat Arizona. 

Rangers 7, Mariners 2: Rougned Odor 
homered twice, Nomar Mazara reached the 
third deck with an impressive shot and vis¬ 
iting Texas ended an eight-game skid with a 
win over Seattle. 

Marlins 5, White Sox 1: Caleb Smith (6- 
4) retired his first 17 batters and cruised 
through seven innings of two-hit ball, and vis¬ 
iting Miami beat Chicago. 

Athletics 4, Astros 3 (11): Matt Olson hit 
a three-run home run in the ninth inning and 
Ramon Laureano added a ground-rule RBI 
double with one out in the 11th, giving visiting 
Oakland a win over Houston. 

Phillies 3, Tigers 2 (15): Scott Kingery 
tripled to lead off the 15th inning and scored 
on a single by Rhys Hoskins as visiting Phila¬ 
delphia outlasted Detroit. 
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SWIMMING/TRACK AND FIELD _ 

Pellegrini wins 200 free 
for fourth time at worlds 


By Beth Harris 
Associated Press 

GWANGJU, South Korea 
— Federica Pellegrini defeated 
a field of younger competitors, 
minus ailing Katie Ledecky, to 
win the 200-meter freestyle at the 
world swimming championships 
on Wednesday night. 

Sun Yang was back in the pool 
but with none of the rancor from 
the previous night when he was 
booed and shunned on the medals 
podium. The Chinese star with a 
history of doping failed to medal 
in the 800 free. 

Pellegrini overtook 18-year-old 
Australian Ariarne Titmus down 
the stretch to earn her fourth 
career gold in the event. The 30- 
year-old Italian touched in 1 min¬ 
ute, 54.22 seconds. 

“I am too old for this,” she said 
afterward. 

Titmus, who stunned Ledecky 
in winning the 400 free, took sil¬ 
ver in 1:54.66. 

Sarah Sjostrom of Sweden 
earned bronze in 1:54.78. She re¬ 
ceived oxygen on the pool deck 
after the race, but appeared for 
the medal ceremony. 

Ledecky hasn’t been at the 
pool since Monday. She withdrew 
from the 200 free heats and the 
1,500 free final on Tuesday with 
an illness. The American star is 
being monitored by doctors, but 
no diagnosis has been disclosed. 

Pellegrini joined Katinka 
Hosszu of Hungary and Sjostrom 
as the only women to win an event 
at least four times at worlds. Pel¬ 
legrini’s other golds came in 2009, 
2011 and 2017. 

Kristof Milak of Hungary won 



Photos by Lee Jin-man/AP 


Gold medalist Federica 
Pellegrini, of Italy, holds her 
medal Wednesday after winning 
the women’s 200-meter 
freestyle final at the World 
Swimming Championships in 
Gwangju, South Korea. 

the 200 butterfly, breaking Mi¬ 
chael Phelps’ 10-year-old world 
record. 

Milak touched in 1:50.73 to 
lower the mark of 1:51.51 that 
Phelps set at the 2009 worlds in 
Rome during the height of the 
high-tech suit era. 

The 19-year-old swimmer be¬ 
came the first teenager to win 
a world title in the event since 
Phelps at age 18 in 2003. 

“It’s an amazing feeling,” said 
Milak, who climbed out of the 
pool and took two deep bows as 
the crowd cheered. 

Chad le Clos of South Africa 
was out under world-record pace 
through the first lap before Milak 
gained the lead after 150 meters. 

Daiya Seto of Japan earned sil¬ 


ver in 1:53.86. Le Clos settled for 
bronze in 1:54.15. 

Italy’s Gregorio Paltrinieri won 
the 800 free in 7:39.27. 

Henrik Christiansen of Den¬ 
mark earned silver and David 
Aubry of France took bronze. 

Three-time world champion 
Sun was never a factor and fin¬ 
ished sixth. He was cheered by 
fans from his country as he came 
on deck and waved to the crowd 
as he walked off 

There was none of the booing 
that rained down on him a night 
earlier when Sun won the 200 
freestyle after Danas Rapsys of 
Lithuania finished first and then 
got disqualified for a false start. 

On the medals podium. Sun 
was shunned by co-bronze med¬ 
alist Duncan Scott of Britain. Sun 
told Scott, “You lose, I win” before 
they walked off FINA sent warn¬ 
ing letters to both swimmers. 

“Both competitors had an in¬ 
adequate behavior on this occa¬ 
sion, which is not acceptable,” 
FINA said, citing a specific rule 
in its constitution that the world 
governing body’s executive board 
had met to tweak shortly after the 
confrontation. 

Sun also was ignored by silver 
medalist Mack Horton of Austra¬ 
lia on the podium after the Chi¬ 
nese star won the 400 free. 

Horton and Scott, along with 
other swimmers, are angry at 
FINA for allowing Sun to com¬ 
pete in Gwangju ahead of a Sep¬ 
tember hearing before the Court 
for Arbitration in Sport. Sun faces 
allegations of clashing with drug 
testers and destroying samples at 
his home last year. He faces a life¬ 
time ban if found guilty. 



Hungary’s Kristof Milak swims in the men’s 200-meter butterfly final in a world-record time Wednesday. 



Roni Rekomaa/AP 


Justin Gatlin competes in the men’s 100-meter final on June 11 
during the Paavo Nurmi Games in Turku, Rnland. 


Sprinter Gatlin still 
feels spry at age 37 


By Pat Graham 
Associated Press 

DES MOINES, Iowa — Some¬ 
times after a particularly gru¬ 
eling workout, sprinter Justin 
Gatlin will turn to his younger 
training partners and inquire: 
“Are you sore, too?” 

It’s just an age check. He 
doesn’t feel 37 except on rare oc¬ 
casions. Like at big races when he 
sees so much youth on the start¬ 
ing line and not the familiar faces 
from years gone by. 

Missing, of course, is his biggest 
rival, Usain Bolt, the Jamaican 
standout who rewrote 
the record book before 
saying goodbye to track 
nearly two years ago. 

Arriving on the scene, 
a slew of 20-somethings 
such as Americans 
Christian Coleman and 
Noah Lyles who pres¬ 
ent another challenge 
for Gatlin, the defend¬ 
ing 100-meter world 
champion. 

“I don’t think about 
age. I don’t think about 
being old,” said Gatlin, 
who will compete in the 
100 at the U.S. champi¬ 
onships this week in Des 
Moines, Iowa. “I just 
feel like a time traveler 
in a way. I’m still here, 
still running, still put¬ 
ting down good times, 
still training really well. 

Just staying focused on 
what the goal is.” 

And that goal is to show the 
kids he’s still young at heart. At a 
Diamond League race in Monaco 
on July 12 , Gatlin won the 100 in 
9.91 seconds, holding off Lyles by 
0.01 seconds. 

“These young athletes, they 
make me feel young,” said Gatlin, 
who doesn’t consider the Tokyo 
Olympics next summer his fin¬ 
ish line as he contemplates racing 
through the 2021 world champi¬ 
onships in Eugene, Ore. “They’re 
running super-fast times that I 
ran before so it gives me a target. 
It gives me a sounding board to 
know where I have to be and how 
I’m going to have to compete.” 

Throughout his career, Gatlin 
has been a polarizing figure. With 
his doping past — his four-year 


suspension ended in 2010 — Gat¬ 
lin’s been booed (like the night he 
beat Bolt for gold at the ’17 world 
championships in London) and 
hounded (he gestured toward a 
heckler bothering his mom in the 
stands during the medal ceremo¬ 
ny at the ’15 worlds in Beijing). 
He’s never let it bother him. 

Instead, he lets his performanc¬ 
es do most of his talking. 

“I’m an enigma,” Gatlin said. 
“I’ve had my dark times and I’ve 
gone through an area where nor¬ 
mally someone who’s been away 
from the sport or had a ban would 
never come back from. ... I de¬ 
fied those odds to a point 
where I think that it 
made people uncomfort¬ 
able because not only 
did I come back, but I 
came back better.” 

He said the younger 
generation doesn’t judge 
him. An up-and-coming 
sprinter once joked with 
Gatlin that he happened 
to be in first grade when 
Gatlin won the 100- 
meter title at the 2004 
Athens Olympics. 

“Those kinds of things 
always shock me, how 
time really works. But 
it still doesn’t make me 
feel old,” said Gatlin, 
whose best 100 time is 
9.74 seconds in Doha 
on May 15, 2015. “I’ve 
gained so many more 
followers just off of the 
respect of me working 
hard, me climbing, keep fight¬ 
ing for it no matter my age, no 
matter how many times I lost to 
Usain. It was all about staying 
the course, which was my course, 
and not veering from and trying 
to be something that everyone 
wanted me to be. I just wanted to 
be Justin.” 

Gatlin surprised the track 
world at worlds in ’17 by beating 
Bolt in Bolt’s final mqjor 100 race. 
Gatlin also edged Coleman, who 
came in second that night with 
Bolt taking third. 

Not having Bolt at the world 
championships this fall in Doha 
remains hard to fathom for Gatlin. 
They’ve had so many epic races 
over the years, like at worlds in 
’15 when Bolt eclipsed Gatlin at 
the line. 


^ I just 
feel like 
a time 
traveler in 
a way. I’m 
still here, 
still run¬ 
ning, still 
putting 
down good 
times, still 
training 
really 
well. ^ 

Justin Gatlin 

37-year-old 
U.S. sprinter 
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Briefly 

Italy's Trentin wins 17th stage of Tour 



Thibault Camus/AP 


Italy’s Matteo Trentin labors Wednesday toward the finish line of the 17th stage of the Tour de France 
over 124.27 miles from Pont Du Card to Gap, France. 


Associated Press 

GAP, France — Italian rider 
Matteo Trentin used a solo attack 
to win Stage 17 of the Tour de 
France on Wednesday after pull¬ 
ing clear of a group of breakaway 
riders. 

It was Trentin’s third career 
stage win at the Tour, but first 
since 2014. 

Trentin rode at the front for 
most of the stage after taking part 
in a breakaway that formed just 
after the start of the 200-kilome- 
ter hilly ride from Pont du Gard 
to Gap. 

The European champion moved 
clear of the leading group about 
14 kilometers from the finish at 
the bottom of the Col de la Senti- 
nelle. He was first at the summit 
and went all out in the downhill 
leading to Gap. 

Kasper Asgreen was second, 
37 seconds behind, with Olympic 
champion Greg Van Avermaet 
completing the podium. 

The overall contenders crossed 
more than 20 minutes behind 
but there was not any significant 
change in the overall standings as 
Trentin and his breakaway com¬ 
panions were not a threat. Julian 
Alaphilippe of France has the yel¬ 
low jersey, with defending cham¬ 
pion Geraint Thomas in second 
place overall. 

Yankees place Sanchez 
on injured list 

MINNEAPOLIS — New York 
Yankees All-Star catcher Gary 
Sanchez has gone on the injured 
list for the second time this sea¬ 
son, a day after straining his left 
groin. 


Sanchez was hurt when he 
stepped on first base while 
grounding out in the eighth in¬ 
ning of the Yankees’ 14-12, 10- 
inning win over Minnesota on 
Tuesday night. He was replaced 
by Austin Romine. 

Sanchez also was sidelined be¬ 
tween April 10 and 24 because 
of a strained left calf. He had a 
strained right groin last season 
that caused him to go on the dis¬ 
abled list from June 25 to July 19 
and from July 24 to Sept. 1. 

He said he planned to have an 


MRI on Wednesday. 

The 26-year-old, an All-Star for 
the second time, is batting .229 
with 24 homers and 58 RBIs. 

Bengals sign WR Boyd 
to 4-year extension 

CINCINNATI — Receiver 
Tyler Boyd signed a four-year 
contract extension on Tuesday, 
coming off his breakthrough sea¬ 
son with the Cincinnati Bengals. 

Boyd was a second-round pick 
out of Pittsburgh in 2016 and was 


entering the final year on his con¬ 
tract. The extension runs through 
the 2023 season. 

He had a breakout season in 
2018, when A.J. Green was side¬ 
lined by a toe injury. Boyd led the 
team with 76 catches and 1,028 
yards receiving, both career 
highs. He also tied for the team 
lead with seven touchdowns. 

In other NFL news: 

■ A person familiar with the 
situation said Wednesday the 
Carolina Panthers have agreed 
to terms with defensive end and 


first-round pick Brian Burns on a 
four-year contract with an option 
for a fifth season. 

Financial terms were not im¬ 
mediately available, but Burns 
is slotted to make approximately 
$13.5 million on the rookie wage 
scale. 

Burns was selected No. 16 
overall. 

Predators sign Sissons 
to 7-year, $20IVI deal 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The 
Nashville Predators avoided ar¬ 
bitration with Colton Sissons by 
signing the forward Tuesday to a 
seven-year, $20 million contract. 

Predators general manager 
David Poile announced the sign¬ 
ing Tuesday and called Sissons 
“an up-and-coming leader in our 
organization.” 

The 25-year-old Sissons had 15 
goals and 15 assists in 75 games 
in 2018-19. He set career highs in 
goals and points. 

Sissons has 37 goals and 40 as¬ 
sists in 265 career regular-season 
games, all with Nashville. He has 
increased his point total in each 
of his five seasons. 

In other NHL news: 

■ The Vegas Golden Knights 
signed defenseman Deryk En- 
gelland on Tuesday to a one-year 
deal for the upcoming season. 

The contract includes a 
$700,000 base salary and incen¬ 
tives that could bring the total 
value of the deal to $1.5 million. 

The 37-year-old Engelland 
played in 74 games last season 
and finished with 12 points and 18 
penalty minutes. He set career- 
marks with 152 blocked shots and 
165 hits. 


Bengals’ Brown against 
18-game regular season 


By Joe Kay 

Associated Press 

CINCINNATI — Bengals owner Mike 
Brown thinks the NFL’s current 16-game 
schedule for the regular season is long 
enough, and he doubts that the league will 
be able to shorten the preseason and add 
games that count in the standings because 
of the players’ opposition. 

Brown said Tuesday that he strongly op¬ 
poses a suggestion to have an 18-game reg¬ 
ular season and allow teams to rest players 
for two of the games. He can’t envision 
playing the Steelers, for instance, with a 
healthy Ben Roethlisberger sitting out. 

“Well, that’s absurd,” Brown said. “I 
don’t want that.” 

Brown thinks that players’ safety con¬ 
cerns over adding games will likely keep 
the regular season in its current format. 

“These seasons are long and they take 
a toll on you mentally, they take a toll on 
players physically,” Brown said at the 
team’s annual media luncheon. “Maybe 
we should just step back and accept the 16 


number and go with it.” 

Commissioner Roger Goodell reiter¬ 
ated last month that he wants to reduce the 
number of preseason games. The length of 
the season is one topic of preliminary talks 
between the league and the players’ asso¬ 
ciation over a new collective bargaining 
agreement. The current one expires after 
the 2020 season. 

One proposal would eliminate two pre¬ 
season games and add two in the regular 
season. To avoid putting a more physical 
toll on players, they would get two regular 
games off 

“Different owners have different 
thoughts and they’re welcome to express 
them, to argue them,” Brown said. “I just 
don’t think we want to play Boston unless 
(Tom) Brady isn’t playing. 

“Everyone knows the discussion on this. 
It isn’t the way football has been played. 
Baseball is played that way, different pitch¬ 
ers and all. In our game, you get the best 
team out there, and I think that’s the way 
it ought to be.” 



John Minchillo/AP 


Mike Brown, owner of the Cincinnati Bengals, speaks while being interviewed at Paul 
Brown Stadium during the team’s media luncheon Tuesday in Cincinnati. 
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Turner comes up big 

Nats slugger hits for cycle for 
second time in careerw Page 29 



Jae C. Hong/AP 


Above: A man walks past the Olympic rings Tuesday in Tokyo, as Japan marks one year until hosting the Summer Games. The Summer Olympics will return to Tokyo next year 
for the first time since 1964. Below: The Tokyo 2020 countdown clock at Tokyo Station marks the time until the opening ceremony. 


Tokyo begins countdown 


With one year until games, city unveils medals, clock 

By Stephen Wade 

Associated Press 


TOKYO — With exactly one year to go 
until the Tokyo Olympics open, organizers 
marked the day by unveiling the gold, sil¬ 
ver and bronze medals that will symbolize 
the 2020 Games. 

Thousands of politicians, sponsors, and 
fans jammed a massive exhibition hall in 
central Tokyo on Wednesday, piling on 
speeches, musical interludes and dancing 
performances to celebrate the one-year 
mark. 


Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
made a cameo appearance to welcome the 
guests. And IOC President Thomas Bach 
repeated what he has said often in various 
places around the world. 

“I can truly say,” Bach said, “I have 
never seen an Olympic city as prepared as 
Tokyo with one year to go before the Olym¬ 
pic Games.” 

Despite all the talk and theatrics, the 
center stage belonged to the medals by 
Japanese designer Junichi Kawanishi. 

Kawanishi wrote that the medals are to 
“resemble rough stones that have been pol¬ 


ished and which now shine with light and 
brilliance.” 

The front side carries the Tokyo Olym¬ 
pic emblem, with the Greek goddess of vic¬ 
tory on the back. 

Bach, a fencing gold medalist in the 1976 
Olympics, conducted a mock fencing duel 
earlier in the day with a junior high stu¬ 
dent — another chance to draw attention to 
the one-year milestone. The games will be 
held July 24-Aug. 9, 2020. 

Tokyo is spending about $20 billion to 
prepare the city to host the games, though 
SEE TOKYO ON PAGE 26 



Eugene Hoshiko/AP 
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